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ON THE MARQUEE RV Pandit 

WHO CARES? 
I DO NOT KNOW which is responsible, the rarified atmos· 
phere in his aircraft or his naivety, but certain statements 
that Mr Rajiv Gandhj the Prime Minister of India , has re· 
cently made to journalists , make alarming reading. On 
October 22, while returning from the recent Common· 
wealth Summit in Vancouver , he reprimanded the journal· 
ists in his entourage for their obsession with Pakistan: " It 
is unfortunate the press in India is giving undue importance 
to Pakistan. It is a small country and all your concentra· 
tion is on them. You should not bother about them . Let 
them do what they like. We are not bothered about them 
and will handle them when the t:me comes." 

Soon after this, a week or so later, as the Prime Minjster 
was returning from the SAARC Summit in Kathmandu, 
he informed the accompanying journalists that if Pakistan 
attacked defence posts on the frontier , "they will get a 
bloody nose." Who is obsessed with whom? Whatever 
next? 

* 
READERS OF THJS COLUMN will not have been surpris­
ed at the react io n of the residents of the Chittaranjan Park 
Colony in ew Delhi on the eve of Diwali . In the wake of 
the senseless terrorist attack on the South Dell1i locality, 
on October 20 , which left 1 J dead and l5 wounded, resi­
dents erected a sign declaring: "No politicians, no police" 
and prevented member of both 'species' from entering 
their colony.To mark the obviou government indifference 
to their plight , local people ob ervt:d a black Diwali - not 
a single lamp was lit. 

Ever since Mr Raj iv Gandhi came to power and convert· 
ed government offices and official residences in New Dellu 
and various slate capitals into armed fortresses, Imprint 
warned of the inevitable consequences of such excessive 
security precautions on the one hand , and the increasing 
neglect of affordi ng basic protection to the citizens of this 

country, on the other. As all efforts eem to be directed at 
mounting mas ive ecurity operations for WI Ps and VIPs , 
the security of the citizens of tlus country is being thr wn 
to the winds. But who cares? 

* * 
AN EXAMPLE in an altogether differen t area reinforce 
this view. Commercial aircraft requisitioned for WIP fli. 
ghts (see Jinxed In October, page 13) are grounded days 
in advance for thorough and excessive maintenan ce checks . 
In sheer contrast are the lax maintenance standard of air· 
craft used for civilian flights by the dome ti ccarrier, lndian 
Airlines. Despite reports in newspapers and magazines arti · 
culating the nume rous violations of safety standards that 
Indian Airlines is guilty of (see Mou111ing Anxiet) Conti· 
nues , page 37), the company i taking no corrective action . 
There are increasing delays and recurring dangerous 'inci· 
dents' : At this rate, there is bound to be a major cata tro · 
phe ahead. But who cares? 

* * * 
THE FIVE PER CENT SURCHARGE that the government 
has levied on corporate taxe in tirder to finance part of it 
drought-relief operations, looks like being yet another 
swindle when posited against authentic reports regarding 
the vast expenditure incurred by Mr Rajiv Gandhi . the 
Prime Mini ter of India , on travelling to summit vi its to 
drought-affected areas and elsewhere for officiaJ engage­
ments. At the same time, the government is al g1vmg 
away izeable bonanzas to favoured indu trialists by way 
of duty conce sions ru1d risky loans. Ln the meantime the 
toll that the 5 per cent surcharge will take on the morale 
of Ind ian industry will result in a production lo of no less 
than 50 times the surcharge levy imposed! But who thinks? 

* * * * 
THE INDIAN REACTION to 'the recent detention of an 
Air India Airbus by the Nigerian authoritie has been re­
markably strange. On August 25, the civilian aircraft Beas, 
was impounded in Lagos on the grounds that 32.5 kgs of 
narcotic had been carried on board. The detention oft he 
aircraft and three of its crew member has cost the airline 
(read the Indian Exchequer) Rs 9.65 crore. Both Air India 
and the Government of India have also been blackmailed 
into providing a bank guaran tee of S$ ... 2 million ; and tht! 
intention~ of the Nigerian authorities vis a vis the di posal 
of the guarantee appear su picious. The guarantee was ac­
tually drawn on The Allied Bank . a joint venture between 
the Nigerians and the Bank of India, but the Nigerian have 
obtained an endorsement from the Bank of Jndia on the 
guarant ee . The Jndian government's reaction to all this has 
been degrading and ignominous. 

What would have been the reaction of our people, ou1 
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Parliament and our government if one of our aircraft had 
been detained in any of the capital cities of the Western 
powers? We would never have tolerated such grossly unfair 
trea tment at the hand of the authorities in New York, 
London , Frankfurt or Paris. After all , neither Air India nor 
it s crew could be held directly responsible for the fact that 
drugs were smuggled on board one of its aircraft? The gov­
ernment's cowardly handling of this affair has cost us a 
fortune. Underdeveloped minds to deal with the under­
developed nations - that seems to be our lot. But who 
cares? 

* * * * * 
SOME YEARS AGO, a non-resident Indian obtained a 
licence to establish a finance company in Hong Kong. The 
finance company has an exposure of HK$250 million , 150 
million of which is prnvided by a leading Indian bank that 
was appointed to manage its affairs (on the basis of a 20 
per cent stake in the profits); the remainder constitutes 
the NRI's own capital of US$ l O million , and deposits 
from the public. This same fin ance company has an expo­
sure of HK$30 million in Nigeria. Because there is a ques­
tion mark regarding Nigerian debts, the Banking Commis­
sioner of Hong Kong asked the finance company to obtain 
a perfonnance guarantee to the extent of HK$30 million 
from the Indian bank which expedites its affairs. Sensing 
that the refusal to provide the bank guarantee may jeo­
pardise the finance company's licence to operate in Hong 
Ko ng, the Head Office of the Indian bank in Bombay refus­
ed , and instructed their branch in Hong Kong to freeze 
the finance company's accounts . The likely result of this 
d irective is that the Indian bank could stand to Jose a 
substantial portion of their investment of HK$150 million 
in the company; so could the NRI his capital of US$ IO 
million and some depositors their deposits . Why did the 
Indian bank make this move? 

On the advice of the Reserve Bank of India. Presumably 
because no one want to take a constructive decision. No­
body at the bank will be blamed if the finance company 
in Hong Kong loses HK $ 150 million of the bank 's money. 
But if the bank does give the performance guarantee and 
if that is co nstrued to be a 'favour' done to the finance 
company then heads may roll. A sound education in how 
not to take bold decisions. But who cares? 

* * * * * * 
TWO MAHARASHTRA GOVERNMENT finance corpora ­
tions loaned Rs 85 lakh to an Inda-American venture pro­
moted by a leading business house. This joint venture was 
recently declared a sick company ; the promoters conse­
quently felt morally obliged to repay the loans received 
from the two financial institutions. So , they arranged for 
one of their companies to buy the land on which the com­
pany's plant is sited , as well as the building in which the 
plant is located , for an amount equivalent to the loan re­
payable, but at thrice the ,narket value. The financial 
institutions have been requested to waive the interest , but 
nobody is willing to decide , as this involves taking a deci­
sion which could be interpreted as a 'favour' done to that 
promoter company. It has been pointed out that this may 
endanger the entire loan since nobody will buy the land 
and the building for anything more than the Joan amount , 
and in this event, the company will have to wind up its 
affairs and the institutions will stand to lose the full 
amount of the loan . The institutions seem to have a 
laissez-faire attitude to this situation in which it would 
appear that those responsible for decision-making reel safer 
about losing all than taking a decisio n which could alvage 
a great deal. Why? How have we managed to trap ourselves 
in this quagmire? Unle s we emerge from this in one piece , 
we will only become more underdeveloped . Mentally and 
materially. But who cares? t 

Corporate America's Elitlion-Oollar Takeovers by Kerneth M. 
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LETTERS 

India's Vietnam 

I fully share the views of R V 
Pandit in his Marquee - "Get Out! 
Soonest!!" - on the Sri ~a pro­
blem (Imprint, October). The Indian 
army (IPKF), which went to Sri 
Lanka under the terms of the Indo-Sri 
Lanka Accord signed on August 29 , 
1987 , to maintain peace, is now en­
gaged in fighting the very persons 
whom it was to protect. The Accord, 
which was hastily signed only to bols­
ter Rajlv Gandhi's sagging image and 
without any understanding of the situ­
ation, has proved to be an intractable 
disaster. Sri Lanka may well prove to 
be India's Vietnam. 

However , Mr Pandit's conclusion, 
namely that ''it is in the best interests 
of the Tamils in Sri Lanka to deal di­
rectly with Colombo. It is for them 
and them alone, to learn to live with 
the reality that Sri Lanka is a Sinhalese 
nation, and the Sinhalese are as entitl­
ed to ~ationhood , as you and I are , 
to India," has many implications. In 
fact , Mr Pandit has oversimplified a 
complex issue. The Sinh.alese are no 
doubt in the majority in the Island , 
but" so also are the Tamils in the North 
and Eastern provinces, who, befoFe 
the arrival of the Portuguese , had an 
independent kingdom. Even other­
wise the Sinhalese cann·ot deprive 
the Tamils of their rights, which have 
been gradually denied to them since 

· 1948, when Sri Lanka gained inde­
pendence. If the Tamils cannot have 
any rights in Sri Lanka, it will set a 
very bad precedent, and any talk of 
human rights will be hollow and 
meaningless. 

Notwithstanding the above-men­
tioned facts, there is no denying the 

fact that the Government of India, 
either under pressure or due to a lack 
of correct perspectives, has jumped 
headlong into trouble . 

V Sagar 
New Delhi 

A Question of Nationality 

I am not too sure as to whether it 
was accurate to include Mother Teresa 
in your list of 'Indian Nobel Laureates' 
(Imprint, October). If this w.as done 
on the basis of her having acquired 
lndian citizenship, then neither Har­
govind Khorana nor Subramaniam 

· Chandrashek.har should have been 
mentioned since they were awarded 
the Prize only after they became 
US citizens. 

Incidentally, The Random House 
(US) Dictionary , while listing every 
Western Nobel Laureate, makes no 
mention of CV Raman! 

Norma Louis 
Bombay 

The VISionary 

read your extract from Pupul 
Jayakar's J Krishnamurti: A Bio­
graphy (Imprint , October) with acer­
tain measure of cynicism and amuse­
ment, since, despite the profusion of 
big names dropped with calculated 
abandon , there was not a single sen­
tence of any real substance in the 9-



page extract on behalf of the much­
made-of messiah, or the authoress . 

Being a congenitally irreverent 
person, I follow my own set of stan­
dards for judging ' individuals. In my 
teens, I asked a Catholic priest if 
Jesus Christ had died believing that 
the earth was flat. He replied that He 
prob~bly had. And that was the end 
of Jesus Christ as God! (And I was 
born to a rigidly devout Catholic 
family!) 

Likewise, I happened to watch a 
television programme, showing Ms 
Jayakar, and perhaps Achyut Pat­
wardhan, in conversation with the 
great seer . I saw that not only had 
the great man tried, with discernibly 
metiwlous care, to cover his bald pate 
with his few existing strands of hair, 
but also that throughout the interview 
he kept fidgeting with them to ensure 
that they stayed in place. In the same 
programme, Krishnamurti - appar­
ently 5 foot nothing - appeared in a 
three-piece suit looking like a clown. 
And I thought to myself that any 
man of vision who is so obsessed 
with concealing his baldness, or. is 
capable of.wearing a three-piece suit 
under any circumstances whatsoever, 
must have something greatly lacking 
in him. I realise this is an extremely 
controversial view to take and ex­
press, but then, I am not at all afraid 
of being a lone critic. 

LA C Mulangunnathukavu 
Bombay 

With due respect to the late seer 
and his acolytes, Mr Krishnamurti 
has always struck me as a person who 
believed in teaching people how to 
swim from the safety of dry land 
without wetting his own feet. 

Not many people can claim to have 
taught swimming this way. 

LA Chungath 
Bombay 

Ramayana - Not So Popular! 

You are absolutely mistaken when 
you say that Ramayana is popular all 
over India (Imprint, October). 

Here, in Tamil Nadu and Kerala, 
people do not watch Ramayana at all. 
In the monthly IMRB poll,Ramayana 
has never featured in the top ten 1V 
programmes in Madras. How such a 
serial, produced in such an amateurish 

manner and with garishness galore, 
could be the favourite of North Indian 
cities, is anyone's guess. But worse 
than that, how the Government con­
tinues to telecast such an anti-woman 
serial is perplexil).g! 

It is equally difficult to understand 
why your magazine wasted so many 
pages writing about this trash! 

Sunder Srinivusan 
Madras 

Unwarranted Criticism 

Those who criticise Ramayana , by 
labelling it as gaudy and slow-moving, 
do so because they have been unwit­
tingly brain-washed into believing that 
everything Indian should fit into a 
Western strait-jacket. Should one 
apply a colonial frame of reference 
to an Indian art-form? 

Had these critics read Ramayana 
themselves, they would have realised 
the importance and relevance of this 
great epic to not just the Hindus, but 
the country as a whole. Rama ~ila, 
Laxman , Hanurnan , and R~na are 
archetypal role-models etc ed into 
the human consciousness. ut one 
has to approach the epic wi~h an un­
biased mind to realise that i~ is an in­
tellectual adventure into th~ collec­
tive unconscious of humankihd ! 

A PP 'f'nkumar 
Tri~andrum. 

I 

Three Cheers Geet! 

I was happy to read your profile 
on the world billiards and snooker 
champion - Geet Sethi - in your Oc­
tober issue. 

The achievements of this " master 
of the green baize" are indeed pheno­
menal . It is shameful that the press 
only mentions them in passing, while 

it waxes lyrical over each and every · 
run hit by a run-out cricketer! 

I wish that you would cover other 
interesting and important sports. I, 
and many other fans, wish Geet Sethi 
the best ofluck, and hope that he will 
beat the Maltese Falcon yet! 

V Rodrigues 
Goa 
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COVER STORY 

THE LAND OF THE GUN 
"In a society wl:lere bravado is glorified, perhaps needlessly and foolishly, the terrorists have 

often been seen as heroes, the administration and police as cowards," writes noted columnist, 
RAHUL SINGH. Fear stalks the cities of Punjab and the state has virtually become 

an occupied territory. The writer traces the history of the escalating violence and lawlessness, 
and argues that unless the rule of law is maintained, democracy i ill be in peril. 

I NDlA IS FULL of paradoxes; some 
would say hypocrisies. The so-call­
ed land of spiritualism is often 

shown up as materialistic and as -
grasping as any We tern society. In­
deed. quite a few of India's leading 
gums, swamis or god men - call them 
what you will - arc more concerned 
with making a fast buck than the 
well-being of their adoring devotees. 

~ · Imprint, '- ~ember 1987 

But the most striking contraeliction 
between the Ind ia of repute and the 
India of reality is how a nation which 
gave the rest of the world the uplift­
ing message of peace and non-violen­
ce, is today one of the planet's most 
violent societies. The land of Mahat­
ma Gandhi has become the land of 
the gun. 

I was in China, once quite recen-

Uy and also two years ago. Our group 
- journalists and population control 
experts from all over the world - co­
vered a distance of 6,000 kms in 
China, visiting cities, towns, and vill­
ages. Although China is a totalitarian 
society where force , or the threat of 
force rather than the rule of law , 
plays a dominant role in state policy, 
one of our abiding impressions was 



the complete absence of guns.· Even 
at sensitive places like airports and 
the Great Hall of the People in Bei­
jing -:- where important meetings are 
held - the security forces carried no 
weapons. impressions can, of course, 
be deceptive, because we all know 
the level of violence that was unlea­
shed during the decade of the Cultu­
ral Revolution. Yet, nowadays at 
least, China seems remarkably peace­
ful and free of ten ion, with not even 
a hint of that great bane of many so­
cieties - terrorism. 

The contrast with India could not 
be greater. -Here, the police and the 
para-military - and there are now 
half a dozen different forces - bristle 
with a bewildering array of deadly 
weapons and anti-terrorist devices. fn 

Punjab, where I recently spent almost 
tluee years as Editor of the Indian 
Express in Chandigarh, whenever the 
Governor, Siddharth Shankar Ray, 
or the Director General of Polic;e, 
Julio Ribeiro, move around, it is with 
an accompanying jeep on which a 
machine-gun is mounted. Watching 
them, one is reminded of World War 
II movies where Nazi generals in occu-

pied countries travelled in a similar 
fashion. 

That same eerie feeling, of Punjab 
being like an occupied land, was 
brought home forcefully on one oc­
casion while l was covering an ele.c­
tion rally in Ludhiana addressed by 
the Prime Minister, Rajiv Gandhi,just 
prior to the September 1985 Punjab 
poll. The venue was a vast university 
stadium and Mr Gandhi and his en­
tourage descended literally from the 
skies in two large helicopters, to the 
obvious awe of the thousands assem­
bled. The Prime Minister went bris­
kly. to the raised platform and took 
his appointed place behind a sheet of 
bullet-proof glass. About a dozen 
'black cat' commandos, wearing 
black berets and dungarees, as if st­
raight out of a Costas Gavras film 
about a South American dictatorship, 
ranged themselves on either side of 
the platform, sten-guns at the ready. 
Meanwhile, two other commandos 
had taken positions behind elevated 
machine-guns that were pointed me­
nacingly at the massive, yet clearly 
intimidated crowd. 

"What will they do if somebody 
tries to take a pot-shot at Rajiv Gan-

By Rahul Singh 

dhi?" whispered a journalist mock­
seriously, "Mow us all down. " Ano­
ther journalist, a foreigner who had 
covered prison riots in the USA, said 
that the scene reminded him of that 
of a prison governor addressing the 
inmates. It wa a chilling comparison. 

IN CHANDIGARH the houses of 
some ministers and senior officials 
are like mini-fonresses, surrounded 
by watch-towers sandbags, and gun 
emplacements · visitors are frisked or 
have to go through metal detectors. 
Hand-bags are checked at cinema en­
trances, buses do not ply after dark, 
and at sun et, most shops and esta­
blishments close their shutters. As 
night falls a deathly silence descends 
over most of the towns and cities of 
the state. The streets are largely deser­
ted except for poli e patrols, and al­
most everybody remains indoor . 

The only entertainment is the TV 
the video - for those rich enough to 
afford one, and there ar~ ,quite a few 
around - and drinking. Musical 
groups, dancers, and singers give Pun­
jab a wide berth. Anup JaJota, the 
famous gl1azal singer and a Punjabi 
himself once cried off from an enga-
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gement in Chandigarh, easily the sa­
fe t place in Punjab, even though 
tickets had already been sold in ad­
vance for the p'erformance. It was 
with the utmost difficulty and persu­
asion that he eventually stuck to his 
commitm nt. Whenever an important 
sports event takes place - a rare oc­
currence in view of the daunting se­
curity precautions that the authori­
ties have to undertake - like the re­
cent World Cup cricket match , there 
is a huge turn-out so great is the 
need of the people to have some kind 
of outlet for their natural exuberance. 

While I was in Punjab , a high-level 
commission was formed by the Cen­
tral Government, comprising senior 
politicians like the present Maharash­
tra hief Minister, S B Chavan, the 
Union Minister for Defe nce, KC Pant, 
and the then Governor of Punjab , Ar­
jun Singh. The advice of a number of 
prominent Punjab citizens was sought 
on a resolution to the Punjab prob­
lem. Realising that most, if not all of 
them must have trotted out the same 
tired answers - more industry and 
job opportunities , an improved law 
and order sit uation , etc - l decided 
to offer them one small, but at least 
off-beat suggestion: hold the Davis 
Cup tennis match in Chandigarh (we 
were playing against Sweden in an im­
portant tie). I went on to explain 
that Chandigarh had the only real 
lawn tennis stadium in India - un­
believable but true - and that by 
staging such an important match in 
the capital of Punjab , the Government 
would not only be successfully chal­
lenging the terrorists but sending a 
message to the people of Punjab -
that normal life continues despite 
terrorism and that they would not be 
allowed to disrupt it. The commis­
sion members looked somewhat be­
mused and I exited, rather embarras­
sed at not having produced a more 
weighty solution to the Punjab 
onu ndrum. 

AS IT SO HAPPENED, a little while 
later there was a chance to speak to 
the Prime Minister who was at least 
then. very concerned about the events 
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in Punjab. The same suggestion was 
put to him. He pondered for a· mo­
ment and then said that the security 
constraints would be too many -
understandable enough, but not, in 
my view, insurmountable. 

It was not flippancy that had 
prompted my response· it was the 
conviction that what the militants, 
the extremists, the fundamentalists, 
and the terrorists - all of them birds 
of the same feather - fear most, is 
normality. They want the disruption 
of day-to-day life , for educational in­
stitutions to be closed, and sporting 
and cultural functions to be cancel-

PUNJAB 

Jed . lt gives them a feeling of power 
and control over the average person's 
life. Unfortunately if such a state of 
affairs is allowed to continue for too 
long, the people begin to believe that 
those who are preventing them from 
leading a normal life do, indeed, con­
trol the situation, and that there is 
no point in resisting . The authorities 
must therefore do their utmost to 
maintain normality . There are risks, 
no doubt, particularly for prominent 
personalities , but such risks must be 

taken if the tide of terrorism is to 
be turned. 

ln January 1987 , along with an­
other journalist, Manwar Sandhu, l 
toured the two most terrorist-affec­
ted districts in Punjab, Amritsar and 
Gurdaspur. We found that officials 
an.d politicians - the communi ts 
were an exception - had given a free 
hand to the militants and the terro­
rists. There was nobody to counter 
their mad, fiery speeches in the guru­
dwaras, no one to oppose them when 
they struck . At two places that we 
visited where killings had taken place, 
the security forces had turned up 

hours later, even though they were 
posted nearby and could not but 
have heard the gunfire. 

IN A SOCIETY where bravado is glo­
rified , perhaps needlessly and foolish­
ly, the terrorists have often been seen 
as heroes, the administration and the 
police as cowards. On the few occa­
sions that important officials and po­
liticians made an appearance in these 
two districts, they came in force, sur­
ro unded by dozens of gun-toting se-



curity men . It is in this context that 
the present Punjab Governor, dismis­
sed wrongly and unfairly by a leading 
fortnightly magazine as a "dilettan­
te", ·is on the right track. He has con­
sciously promoted cultural and sport­
ing events and made a point of mak­
ing an appearance at them. Minor 
gestures perhaps but underlying 
them is an important point : the ter­
rorists must not be alJowed to get the 
upper hand by paralysing all activity. 

To go one . step further, an essen­
tial part or democracy is the close in­
teraction between the people and 
their elected representatives. It is a 

that essential bond between the ruler 
and the ruled in a democratic society, 
which is exactly what the terrorists 
are striving for. Just after the Irish 
Republican Army bombed the hotel 
in which the British Prime Minister , 
Margaret Thatcher, was staying, she 
commented that it was not just her­
self that the Irish terrorists had tried 
to kill, but democracy itself. Terro­
rists everywhere have the same aim. 

But one has strayed somewhat 
from the main theme. Terrorism is a 
relatively recent phenomenon in 
India . There was, of course, the Te­
Jengana revolt and then later, the 

highest murder rate of any state in 
the country. But these were mainly 
murders over water, land, or pro­
perty disputes, or old family feuds. 

There was certainly violence earli­
er in Punjab, but it was sporadic and 
the Jaw and order authorities usually 
came out on top, with the culprits 
almost invariably being apprehended. 
However, the ground was being pre­
pared for the politics of violence, for 
terrorism. 

IT JS MY CONTENTION that orrup­
tion and violence go hand-in-hand · 
they feed on each other. Till the late 
1960s there was relatively little large­
scale corruption in India and politi s 
was fairly 'clean' . All his oegan to 
change soon afterwards , as the mo­
ney factor in political life began to 
get completely out of control. Politi­
cians began to command such huge 
funds that they were in a po ition to 
bribe the corruptible part of the ad­
r11inistration, parti~ularlY, th~ police: 
The right to transfer officials - and 
throt:h~l11!"i!Ol\'uj)(115'le"~'ill l1 W'1'ire !:ia: 
ministration, particularly the police. 
The right to transfer oft"icials - and 
throt:h~lu!"i!Ol\'uj)(u5'le"P'ill lt'u't'1'1re !:ia: 
ministration, particularly the police. 
The right to transfer oft1cials - and 
tnrJt;h~hJ "i!OH'uj)[iu'le"tJill lt 'u't'1'1re !:ia= 
r11inistration, partic_ularly, th~ police: 
The right to transfer officials - and 
(nfot;h~l11!"i!Ol\'uj)C115'le"p'ill l1 ti't'1'1re !:ia: 
r11_inistration, parti~ularly, the police. 
The right to transrer officials - and 
(nfot;h~hJ"i!Ol\'uj:)[16'/e"/fJl l1 'u't'1'1 re !:ia: 
m_inistration , parti~ularly, th~ police. 
The right to transfer officials - and 
thmt:h~l11!"i!Offuj)C115'le"~'ill l1 W'1'1 re !:ia= 
rn_inistration , parti~ularlx the police. 
The right to transfer o!'ficials - and 
tnfo@h~f1l"i!OH'uj}(16'/e"~fil l•tfi'1'1re !:ia: 
~ -inistration, parti~ularl_r. Lhe police. 
The right to transrer officials - and 
(hrt5t;h~fo!"i!Ol\"uj:)(115'le"~ill l1 'u'i'1'1re !:ia= 
r11inistration, parti~ularlY, th~ police: 
The right to transrer officials - and 
throt:h~l11!"i!OH'uj)(115'le"~'ill l1 W'1'1re !:ia: 
ministration, particularly the police. 
The right to transfer oft"icials - and 
throt:h~fu!"i!Ol\'uj)(u5'le"P'ill lt'u't'1'1re !:ia: 
ministration , particularly the police. 
The right to transfer oft1cials - and 
tnrJt;h~hJ "i!OH'uj)[u5'le"tJill l1 ti't'1'1re !:ia= 
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Meanwhile, a deadly feud was 
going on between Zail Singh, the 
then Union Home Minister, and Dar­
bara ~ingh, the then Punjab Chief 
Minister, in which both used the fun­
damentalists to strengthen their own 
positions. The losers, of course, were 
the people of Punjab, watching help­
lessly as events built up to the tragic 
crescendo of 'Operation Bluestar'. 

There is little doubt now that 
'Bluestar wa a badly botched-up job 
in which hundreds of innocent pil­
grim were needlessly killed. Even 
those who felt that army entry into 
the G Iden Temple had become ne­
cessary - although why this was not 
done much earlier will always remain 
a mystery - could not but have been 
shocked at the carnage that took 
place. It traumatised the Sikh com­
munity as never before. The found­
ations of terrorism had already been 
laid by the earlier politics of violence 
and corruption. They would now 
bear their evil fruit. 

THE REST, as they say, is history: 
the assassination of Indira Gandhi, 
the horrific anti-Sikh riots that fol­
lowed and the succession of acts of 
terrorism in 'revenge' . But during this 
dark period there has been some light. 
There wa the Punjab Accord which 
has admittedly now virtually collap­
sed , but in July 1985, it was an im­
portant psychological breakthrough. 
There was also the brave example of 
Harchand Singh Longowal, the gentle 
Gandhi-like figure, who like the Ma­
hatma fell .to the bullets of fanatics, 
a martyr to Hindu-Sikh amity. And 
we must not forget the September 
1985 state poll that followed, in 
which there. was a record turnout, de­
spite the boycott call by the extre­
mists. The Sikh community had in 
overwhelming numbers, turned its 
back on terrorism. 

Indeed, perhaps most remarkable 
of all, and something which has n~t 
received the attention it deserves, is 
the fact that despite the provocation 
of the November 1984 anti-Sikh riots 
in the capital and elsewhere, there 
was no communal retaliation in Pun-
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jab, There has, of cour e, been Hindu­
Sikh tension and some families have 
migrated from both sides. But that 
this has not taken place on a large 
scale speaks well of the abiding ties. 
The dastardly ploy of the terrorists 
to provoke a backlash by killing 
passengers on buses and the random 
massacres that have been ta.king place 
in Delhi, in which women and child­
ren are not spared, has not succeeded . 

If one was to generalise , quite a 
few Sikhs had a sneaking sympathy 
for the terrorists immediately after 
the November 1984 riots, particul­
arly since the authorities were doing 
nothing to apprehend and take action 
against at least some of those respon-

sible for the killings, despite the find­
ings of two human rights organis­
ations, which pinpointed ihe guilty 
This does not mean that all the e 
sympathisers were Khalistanis al­
though a few might have been. 

OVER THE LAST TWO YEARS 
however, despite the feeling of hurt 
which still remains, there has been a 
sea-change in the sentiments of the 
Sikh community. There is widespread 
recognition that the militants and the 
terrorists - the two are interchange­
able - are playing their own game, 
which has nothing to do wit h the in­
terests of the community. Man y of 
these so-called terrorists are old-style 
criminals and drug-smugglers who 
have donned a militant garb to make 
themselves more romantic and accep­
table. Those who dare to oppose 
them - the moderate Sikhs - have 
been ruthlessly elirnina ted. The latest 
figures of terrorist killings in Punjab 
show that more Sikhs are. pow being 
killed than Hindus. 

The induction of the no-nonsense 
Director General of Police , Julio Ri­
beiro , with his 'bullet for a bullet" 
philosophy ha also bolstered the 
morale of the security forces. A num­
ber of hard-core terrorists have either 
been apprehended or eliminated since 
he came on the scene. nfort unately , 
however, the rule of law has taken a 
beating. Although it is officially de­
nied, it is well-known that the Punjab 
police have been using torture - a do 
the police in many other states - and 
shooting their victims in fake 'en­
counter~'. Inevitably some innocent 
people have suffered. 

The p.1.1blic seems to have ac epted 
such police brutality and the violation 
of law as a lesser evil. Some countries 
in Western Europe also faced a seri­
ous terrorist threat some years ago 
But they maintained the rule of law 
while coun tering the threat, even 
though it took a long time. They did 
not meet terrorism with state terro­
rism, as we seem to be doing. Demo· 
cracy must remain true to itself, 
otherwise democracy itself could be 
in peril. + 



SPECIAL REPORT By Shaila Shah 

AIR INDIA: 

JINXED IN OCTOBER! 
It was a difficult month for the national flag-carrier, recently voted one of the world's ten worst 
airlines, as an unfortunate series of coincidences threw Air India's flight schedules into complete 

disarray. At considerable cost, not only to its profit margins, but alse to its prestige. 

''WHO ELSE WILL WEAR a 
feather in his cap?" won-
dered the Air India Maha­

rajah as he, too, succumbed to Re­
liance fever in October. Certainly not 
the Maharajah himself, as results of 
an international survey conducted by 
a Geneva-based organisation - The 
Airline Passengers' Association -
would confirm . The national flag­
carrier was voted one of the world 's 
ten worst airlines, sharing this dubi­
ous distinction with Nigeria Airways, 
Iberia Airways, Egyptair and Pan 
Am, amongst others. The verdict 
co mes as no surpri se to those who 
have watched the continuing decline 
of this public sector undertaking. 
Undue interference from the Ministry 
of Civil Aviation, which, in recent 
years, has virtually been treating the 
company as an appendage of the Min­
istry , has been identified as the chief 
culprit. Political appointments, hosti­
lities between those at .the top, and 
strike action amongst its employees 
have all played their part in establish­
ing a downward curve in performance 
levels. 

To confound matters further, Air 
India was recently the unfortunate 
victim of a series of coincidences 
that crippled its flight schedules. It 
was almost as if the carrier was jinx-

SHAILA SHAH reports. 

ed thrnugh the month of October , as 
it suddenly found itself remarkably 
short of aircraft, and the consequent 
target of irate passengers and travel 
agents who were forced to grapple 
with resultant cancellations, delays, 
and rescheduling of flights . 

Four of Air India's· 19 aircraft were 
effectively non-operational. Of these,, 
one had been grounded due to techni­
cal problems and one Airbus, Beas, 
had been detained at Lagos' Muratala 
Muhammed Airport, following a seiz­
ure of drugs on board. Two others -
Boeing 747s - were at the disposal 
of the Prime Minister, Rajiv Gandhi, 
for his trip to the Commonwealth 
Summit in Vancouver. Inevitably, 
chaos reigned as Air India fo und itself 
in an embarrassing situation, the un­
witting victim of a series of ill-timed 
coincidences. 

One aircraft from Air India's mo­
dest fleet was grounded due to tech­
nical snags. A go-slow in Air India's 
engineering department in Bq mbay 
resulted in aircraft VT EDU, christen­
ed Akbar, being sent to London on 
September 30 for major checks and 
repairs. It returned on October 13 
and was back in service two days later. 
Such problems, however, although a 
drain on the coffers, are an inevitable 
occupational hazard , and the tempor- · 

ary loss of one aircraft could be fairly 
easily absorbed . 

Air India's problems really began 
with the impounding of its aircraTt, 
an Airbus 310 on flight AI 203, in 
Lago s. 

ON AUGUST 25, when the Airous 
left Bombay for its weekly , scheduled 
flight to Lagos, its crew had no inkling 
that their halt in Lagos would be such 
a long one. After the 150-odd passen­
gers had disembarked in Lagos, tl te 
llight purser , N Kalidasa n, not iced 
some bags strewn o n the floor at the 
rear of the aircraft. He aJerted local 
security and customs officials and 
duly handed over the packages; the 
relevant details were recorded and 
Mr Kalidasan was allowed to go. The 
Air Ind ia Airport Manager was then 
summoned, informed of the events 
that had transpired , and asked to 
identify the brown substance contain­
ed in the packages. Any thoughts that 
the matter was concluded were rudely 
shattered. 

As preparatio ns to leave on the re­
turn 11ig)1t to Bombay were underway, 
all 17 crew members were detained, 
interrogated , and their passports con­
fiscated . The Nigerian authorities were 
clearly pursuing the matter relentless­
ly. Three crew members - Flight Pur-

WM else will weo.r o. feather in his cap? 
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ser N Kalidasan , In-flight Supervisor 
AK Chakravorty and In-flight Engin­
eer N K Chakravorty were served with 
a summons to appear before the Mis­
cellaneous Offences Tribunal - a sure 
misnomer, as the MOT is the most 
powerful court in the country. The 
three accused were charged with pos­
session of 32 .5 kg of narcotics, and 
arrested. New.s of their arrest and 
consequent incarceration sparked off 
much: speculation about their role in 
the sordid sequence of events, but to 
all appearances, their 'crime' was 
merely that they happened to be in 
the wrong place at the wrong time . 

And then, an extraordinary event 
occurred. Invoking a Nigerian Jaw 
which permits the authorities to de­
tain any vehicle suspected of carrying 
contraband or illegal drugs, the Airbus 
was impounded, on the basis of its 
being "a material witness to the case". 
Diplomats made frantic representa­
tions to secure the release of the air­
craft and crew , but to no avail, and 
an intervention by the Indian High 
Commission yielded no results. 

Apparently, an offer to release 
both aircraft and crew for a sum of 
Rs 50 lakh was then made. An official 
from the Indian diplomatic corps re­
fused to pay what he identified as a 
bribe, and decided to move the courts 
instead, confident of a victory. On 
September 14, the Nigerian Federal 
High Court ruled that the impounded 
aircraft be released. It also ruled that 
the fine of US$43 million (approxi­
mately Rs 56 crore) that was being 
imposed by the Nigerian authorities 
was illegal. On September 16, the 
Nigerian Customs appealed against 
the ruling. Simultaneously, Air India 
attempted to move the High Court to 
charge the Customs with contempt 
of court for refusing to release the 
aircraft. 

The Nigerian Customs won the 
round - their appeal was successful: 
the three detainees, held in a prison 
designated for criminals, were not 
granted bail, and Air India was not 
allowed access to its Airbus which 
continued to clock up an enormous 
'parking fine'. On October 19 , a Nige-
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One of Air India's Boeing 74.7s in the 
maintenance hangar. 

rian TV news broadcaster finally an­
nounced that the Airbus was to be 
released following an amicable out­
of-court settlement. In a statement 
to the press, Jagdish Tytler, Minister 
for Civil Aviation, disclosed that a 
bank guarantee of US$32 million 
(Rs 41.6 crore) had been given. Ap­
parently, a payment of US$500,000 
(Rs 65 lakh) has also been made. It 
remains slightly unclear as to what 
the guarantee was given against, as 
ostensibly, no case is officially pend­
ing against Air India. Still, negotia­
tions are tak.¥tg place and the matter 
will presumably be heard, and settled, 
by a Nigerian court or tribunal. The 
outcome is open to conjecture, and 
Air India could find itself poorer by 
US$32 million as well as the money 
lost on account of the Jong detention 
of the aircraft in Lagos. 

ON THE EVE OF DIWALI, the three 
detained crew members arrived at 
Sahar International Airport to a ' 
hero's welcome, considerably bewild­
ered and shattered by their experi­
ences. In the meantime, an alarming 
and dangerous precedent had been 
set in the history of civil aviation 
against a sinister mise en scene of 
political machinations in which the 
Nigerian Judiciary appeared to be at 
odds with the ruling military junta. 

The trip to Lagos - one of the 
more popular runs on an otherwise 
notoriously unremunerative Africa 
sector, maintained only on account 

of political considerations - had turn­
ed out to be a costly affair. Sources 
say that trouble could have been avoi­
ded if initially, the bag containing the 
narcotics had been handed over to 
Air India ground staff rather than to 
Nigerian customs officials. Others 
claim that the Rs 50 lakh fine that 
was originally demanded, should have 
been. paid . More recently, accusations 
are being hurled at the Commander 
of the aircraft for having left his crew 
in the lurch and not assum~d charge 
of the situation. In amongst all the 
charges and counter-charges, and the 
fall-out cre·ated by the nightmarish 
events in Nigeria, a central question 
remains unanswered. 

HOW DID NARCOTICS worth US$8 
million (Rs 10.4 crore) find itself on 
board? Primarily described as heroin 
or cocaine, the drug had been con­
cealed in biscuit packets, which in 
turn had been placed in 14 shop­
ping bags. During their interrogation 
at the airport, Air India officials had 
noticed a Nigerian national who had 
been on board the Airbus , in police 
custody, with a similar bag (the fif­
teenth?) beside him. Identified as one 
Munwe , it seemed obvious that the 
handcuffed passenger had a major 
part to play in the drama. But to 
date, his part in the entire debacle re­
mains shrouded in mystery. 

Although Air India found itself the 
victim of a bizarre series of circum­
stances, can it be totally absolved of 
any responsibility for the events that 
transpired? Only a very grave lapse in 
security arrangements could have per­
mitted such a large consignment of 
drugs to be smuggled on board. All 
the more alarming when one considers 
that in the interests of security, pas­
engers at Sahar International Airport 
are being subjected to physical sear­
ches of their hand luggage in addition 
to the mandatory X-ray scans. The 
traffic in narcotics (out of India) and 
gold (into India) appears to have rea­
ched unprecedented proportions as 
innumerable press notices confirm. 
Drugs are often smuggled with the 
active collusion of airlines and cus-



toms personnel; was this another 'rou­
tine incident' that unfortunately 
backfired? 

Air India claims its crew members 
are innocent and that anybody could 
have placed the bags on the aircraft. 
Various rumours are doing the rounds 
about the reasons for the Nigerian ac­
tions, hitherto unprecedented. One 
story claims that the Head of State's 
son had recently been held on a drugs 
smuggling charge in India, and the 
Nigerians retaliated in revenge. An· 
other alleges that Nigeria was looking 
for a quick way out of repaying a 
colossal debt owed to Air India for 
a number of years. Yet another cites 
the recent incident when a Nigerian 
aircraft was impounded - only for 
an hour - at JFK Airport in New 
York when its Commander was cau­
ght red handed in the possession of 
drugs. The detaining of Beas was, 
apparently, an exercise to show that 
the Nigerians were not the only ones 
in the smuggling business! Whatever 
the reasons, the grounding of the Air­
bus for a total of 60 days cost Air 
India a fortune. At the rate of appro­
ximately Rs 15 lakh per day, a total 
of Rs 9 crore was lost, about one­
eighth the price of the aircraft itself. 
A figure which will certainly be aug­
mented if the bank guarantee is not 
recovered. 

THE DETENTION .OF THE AIRBUS 
at Lagos should serve as an eye-0pener 
not only to Air India, but to all major 
international airlines. The incident has 
thrown up ·several questions; promi­
nent among these is that of insurance 
cover. In. this instance, Air India insu­
rers incur no liability for the detention 
in Lagos, as there was no cover in the 
insurance policy for such an eventu­
ality. Now , insurance companies 
throughout the world will have no 
choice but to introduce a scheme to 
cover such possibilities in the future. 
The premium promises to be colossal. 
And as a precautionary measure, the 
International Air Transport Associa­
tion (IATA) will have to formulate a 
set of procedures to deal with such 
instances in case they recur. 

CANCEi I ITIONS 
The grounding of three of Air India's aircraft in October played havoc with 

flight schedules. A go-slow in Air India's engineering department contributed 
to the ensuing chaos which resulted in as many as 86 scheduled flights being 
cancelled (see below). As many as 37 were rescheduled in a period of just 12 
days and several flights were operated by Middle East Airlines (MEA). Worst 
affected were flights to the Middle East and Singapore, where delays of upto 
31 hours were recorded . 

Date Flight No: Destination 

3 Oct 408 /415 Singapore 
4 Oct 875/872 Muscat 

845/842 Dubai 
895/892 Delhi 

5 Oct 812/132 Delhi 
6 Oct 803/802 Kuwait 

316/307 Tokyo 
203/204 Lagos 

7 Oct 402/407 Singapore 
203/204 Lagos 

8 Oct 827 /826 Kuwait 
817 /8 16 Muscat 

9 Oct 829/828 Damascus 
879/878 Sharjah 

10 Oct 408/415 Singapore 
208/8 11 Srinagar 

11 Oct 875/872 Muscat 
845/842 Dubai 
895/892 Delhi 

12 Oct 820/853 Hyderabad 
45 2/823 Srinagar 
812/132 Delhi 

13 Oct 803/802 Kuwait 
853/854 Jedd ah 
203/204 Lagos 

14 Oct 203/204 Lagos 
15 Oct 827 /826 Kuwait 

817 /816 Muscat 
16 Oct 879/878 Sharjah 
17 Oct 208/811 Srinagar 

428/455 Singapore 
18 Oct 845/842 Dubai 

895/892 Delhi 
19 Oct 820/853 Hyderabad 

452/823 Srinagar 
812/132 Delhi 

20 Oct 203/204 Lagos 
21 Oct 203/2Q4 Lagos 
22 Oct 827/826 Kuwait 

817/816 Muscat 
23 Oct 869/868 Dubai 
24 Oct 208/811 Srinagar 

428/455 Singapore 
, 
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SPECIAL REPORT 

The payment for the recovery of 
Beas was not the only bill that Air 
India had to foot. The Prime Minister's 
trip to Vancouver also proved to be 
expensive and contributed significant­
ly to the ensuing chaos. In fact, regu­
lar trave llers on Air India and those 
who choose to fly the national flag­
carrier for reasons of patriotism, fami­
liarity , and comfort should be grate­
ful that the Prime Minister does not 
go abroad very often. While· it is im­
perative that the Prime Minister needs 
to have a long-haul aircraft at his dis­
posal, should Air India , and its clien­
tele, be penalised for the Govern­
ment's failure to acquire one? Because 
that is effectively what happened 
when two Air India Boeing 747s 
were pulled out from commercial use 
in October. 

A record number of flights were 
cancelled and delayed (see box), and 
oomplaints deluged Air India offices 
and travel agencies. Telex machines 
rattled away and computers worked 
overtime as agents deSperately struggl­
ed to find other aircraft to take the 
load - a near to impossible task in 
peak season. Ms A Dewan from the 
Travel Corporation of India (TCI) 
which books 60-65 per cent of its 
passengers on Air India flights, com­
plained that not only did they have 
to contend with the total disarray 
that the sched uies were thrown into 
but that they were kept in the dark 
about the delays and cancellations, 
and were left to discover the facts for 
themselves. Passengers holding tickets 
that had been confirmed weeks prior 
to their departure, suddenly found, 
once they had actually reached the 
airport, that their flights had been 
cancelled! ' 

Ravi Shankar, Marketing Manager 
of SOTC, an agency which almost ex­
clusively uses Air India, ruefully re­
calls the sorry predicament that his 
company found itself in. "Air India 
cancelled flany flights, including som~ 
which had , in fact, been overbooked 
to start with. Our package tours suf­
fered - departures were considerably 
delayed and there was much confu­
sion." SIT A Travels , which specialises 
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Emperor Akbar: sent to London for 
major checks. 

in handling tours to European trade 
fairs, also found their passengers badly 
affected. "It allboilsdown to the fact 
there were no seats," oomplained a 
senior sales executive. "And too many 
delays. Punctuality is crucial for pass­
engers attending business oonferences. 
AJso , if you don't check in on time 
at European hotels, they often cancel 
reservations. You just have to be on 
time. If not, there are problems all 
along the line. Undoubtedly the Prime 
Minister needs, and should have , a 
long-haul aircraft. But that is not the 
point of contention. The point is that 
Air India, which doesn't have a large 
enough fleet to begin with, cannot 
afford to take any of its aircraft out 
of circulation. When you take away 
two Jumbo jets, you take away al­
most 700 seats." 

A well-placed source avers , "When 
an airline changes schedules too often, 
business is certainly affected. The air­
line is rarely in a position to inform 
all its passengers of impending delays, 
and passengers are checked in as per 
schedule. And then, Air India is ob­
liged to pick up the tab. Apart from 
the immediate -expenses, which in­
clude food and hotel bills, 200 irate 
passengers are a strain on airport faci­
lities! Unfortunately, Air India's punc­
tuality record is poor all over the 
world. As a result, there have been all 
too many instances of businessmen 
having missed .important meetings 
and passengers having missed Qnward 
oonnections." Regrettably , Air India's 
lamentable record has earned it the 
distinction of being one of the world's 
most disappointing airlines. 

OTHER AIRLINES, OF COURSE, 
benefited from the fall-out in Octo­
ber. An Air Canada sales executive 
was cheerful: "We're not grumbling. 
Of course we picked up customers as 
a result. Let the Prime Minister go 
away three times a month!" Other 
airlines operating on parallel sectors 
also helped carry the load. Although 
it is too early to surmise whether Air 
India suffered a sewre blow because 
of the disruption of its schedule and 
whether the impact will be a lasting 
one, there is no doubt that some dis­
gruntled passengers and tour opera­
tors will be reluctant to risk a booking 
on Air India again. · 

So much for the passengers. What 
of the oosts? The average cost of 
grounding a Jumbo jet is reportedly 
around Rs 12 lakh per day. The cost 
of grounding two aircraft for 30 days, 
is about Rs 7 .2 crore. During the 
Prime Minister's recent visit, aircraft 
VT EGA Samudragupta, and aircraft 
VT EGC Harshvardhan, were kept at 
his disposal, one as a standby. 

Not only were both aircraft pulled 
out of the fleet for the duration of his 
tour, October 11-21, but both were 
grounded 15 days in advance for ma­
jor overhauls. Changes in the configu­
ration of the aircraft that flew the 
Prime Minister to Canada were also 
carried out. On its return, the WIP 
aircraft was gro unded for a furt her 
10 days as installations were removed 
and seats replaced. 

Approximately Rs 20-25 lakh is 
spent on altering the configuration 
of the aircraft to suit the Prime Minis­
ter's requirements. Sources in Air 
India claim that around 300 persons 
work overtime on preparing the air­
craft and each person's overtime wage 
averages to arqund Rs 100 per day . 
Much planning precedes the interior 
design of the aircraft. Once redesign­
ed, . the aircraft supposedly resembles 
a suite in a five-star hotel, complete 
with a dining room, a conference 
room, a bedroom, and a shower unit. 
The aircraft is equipped not just with 
home comforts, but also the latest in 
oomputer technology. A telecommu­
nications system, connected by satel-



lite to the Prime Minister's office in 
Delhi, is also installed . Both facilities 
are rarely used. 

THE PRIME MINISTER certainly 
flies in style. And with an enormous 
entourage. All at government cost. 
But not all Prime Ministers have de­
manded , or enjoyed, such luxury. 
During his tenure, Morarji Desai pre­
ferred to travel on a scheduled flight 
and curtains would enclose his seat ; 
Lal Bahadur Shastri used an Indian 
Air Force aircraft. Further afield, the 
British royal family invariably uses a 
Royal Air Force aircraft, and Ronald 
Reagan has a five-aircraft fleet at his 
disposal, operated by the American 
Air Force. The President of Ireland 
has even travelled on an Air India 
scheduled flight to Delhi! So what is 
it that has prevented the Indian Go­
vernment from following suit and 
acquiring an aircraft that can be per­
manently at the Prime Minister's 
disposal? 

There was once a move to acquire 
two of the five Boeing 707s phased 
out by Air India, last December, for 
VVIP flights. While two of the five 
aircraft were purchased by the Indian 
Air Force, Air India remains in posse­
ssion of the other three. If the Prime 
Minister's office were to purchase 
two of these, Air India passengers 
would not have to face the hardships 
which follow cancellation of flights. 
Needless to mention, the lakhs of 
rupees spent on changing the configu­
ration of the aircraft to suit the Prime 
Minister's requirements, and the con­
siderable financial losses incurred as a 
result of the grounding of aircraft for 
WIP flights, could be avoided. 

THE AVIATION INDUSTRY, world­
wide, is in a state of flux. Several car­
riers have been rendered inoperational 
and new ones, offering competitive 
discounts, have mushroomed every­
where. As tourism booms and the 
rivalry between airline companies 
reaches unprecedented levels, Air 
India has found itself unable to main­
tain a sure footing in this competitive 
jungle. 

Complaints that the Ministry 
of Civil Aviation his assumed 

a degree of control over 
operations and 11ak11 key 

decisions vis a vis the 
company's management, an 

rffe. Will the airline be allowed 
to function autonomously of 

the Ministry? Or will the 
Government continue to wnak 

havoc with its schedules? 

To compete effectively, Air India 
needs to focus attention on its pro­
duct and its profitability. One of its 
major problems, as stated by Ratan 
Tata, has been the limited expansion 
of its fleet over the last two decades, 
although remedial measures are now 
being instituted. Also , for almost a 
decade, Air India relied on its ro utes 
to the Gulf to line its coffers, but the 
Gulf boom has come to an end, and 
today, most Air India sectors report 
marginal profits or heavy losses. 
Meanwhile, as other carriers offer 
more comfortable schedules and 
shorter non-stop flights , Air India 
seems to insist on flying against the 
winds of change. It is ironic that 
during the very period {l981-86)that 
Air India' s share price reportedly fell 
from 39 to 27 per cent, foreign car­
riers incre-ased their capacity into 
India by 100 per cent! When Qantas 
and British Airways first introduced 
a non-stop Bombay-London flight , 
most others quickly followed suit. 
But not Air India. Its Bombay-Lon­
don flight inexplicably calls in at 
Delhi and Dubai, thereby taking an 
additional four hours to arrive at its 
destination. 

Not only its profits but Air India's 
reputation, too, has plummeted. Its 
previous standing as an airline of dis­
tinction, while under the stewardship 

of J R D Tata , has been supplanted 
by a new-found notoriety. Today, 
Air Ind ia ranks high on the list of 
latecomers; not only that, it is neither 
distinguished by the quality of its in­
flight services, its ground service, its 
punctuality nor its corporate image. 

WHY THIS SHARP DECLINE? Ac­
cording to some officials, the delete­
rious effect that New Delhi has on 
the smooth functioning of the air­
line has been paramount. Complaints 
that the Ministry of Civil Aviation, 
under the leadership of Jagdish Tytler, 
has assumed a degree of control over 
operations and makes key decisions 
vis a vis the company's management, 
are rife. Not surprising, as, unlike 
other Ministries, the Ministry of Civil 
Aviation has little work to do , having 
charge of mainly two airline compani­
es, Indian Airlines and Air India . The 
complex task of managing an inter­
national carrier has also apparently 
been thrown to the winds as hostili­
ties between the men at the top have 
taken precedence and top officials 
vie with each other to curry favour 
with Rajiv Gandhi. 

Several months ago, Ratan Tata 
was made Chairman of a revamped 
board ; a few months later , Rajan 
Jetley was appointed Managing Direc­
tor. Proposals for radical changes have 
come in thick and fast : a change in 
services, new and effective manage­
ment systems, an examination of 
potential markets, and a new image­
building exercise are all on the 
agenda. The reservations systems will 
also soon link up with travel agents, 
and the management is making at­
tempts to improve relations with 
staff. 

Air India has a long-haul ahead. 
But will the airline be allowed to 
function autonomously of the Minis­
try? Or will the Government continue 
to wreak havoc. with its schedules? 
Today, as Ai r India's services limp 
back ,to normal, all does not augur 
well. The Prime Minister is due to 
visit Stockholm and Madrid in 
December. Can Air India stand an­
other upheaval? + 
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W HEN A SECOND daughter 
was born to Lakshmi, wife of 
Paithal; a cloth merchant who 

plied his trade in an obscure little vil­
lage in North Kerala, little did they 
realise that their daughter would one 
day become the cynosure of world 
attention on acco unt of her spectacu­
lar sports achievements . Then, it 
seemed inconceivable that in a matter 
of only two decades, this little slip of 
a girl - Pilavullakandi Thekkeparam­
bil Usha - would not only receive in­
ternational acclaim, but also become 
a lakshathipati (millionairess). 

P T Usha's sports career began 
early . Within a fortnight of her having 
enrolled in the eighth standard of 
Payoli Government High School, she 
was awarded a scholarship and selec­
ted by the Cannanore Sports Division 
to join the sports school in Badagara. 
That was in 1977 . It was here that 
the lanky thirteen-year old was spot­
ted by ex-serviceman OM Nambiar, 
who was to play a crucial role in shap­
ing her sports career and himself win 
international recognition as the star 
athlete's coach. The P T Usha-Nam­
biar alliance proved to be fruitful 
from the very outset. Dedicated to 
developing the teenager's obvious 
prowess on the tracks, he instilled in 
her a single-mindedness which was to 
stand her in good stead in the years 
to come. Her training on the field 
commenced. 

P T Usha's sporting career progres­
sed in leaps and bounds and the acco­
lades started pouring in almost imme­
diately. In 1977 itself, PT Usha won 
her first gold medal in a state athle­
tics meet at Kottayam. Although she 
was participating in the junior girls' 
event, she completed the 100-metre 
sprint in 13 seconds, breaking these­
nior girls' record for the same event 
in the process. At the National Athle­
tics Meet in 197 8 , she won four 
Golds, includingone for the high jump 
event in which she cleared a height of 
1.35 metres. It was in that year .that 
she was awarded her first cash prize 
of Rs 2,000 by the Kerala Govern­
ment , in appreciation of her contri-
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bution in helping the state win the 
team title. Also in the same year, in a 
state school athletics meet, PT Usha 
completed the 100-metre hurdles 
race in 15.4 seconds, thus setting a 
new national record and beating that 
of the winner of a similar event in 
the boys' race. 

Her a,hievements did not go un-

noticed. Soon enough, she was selec­
ted to compete in her first inter­
national event. For the 16-year old 
Usha, by then a college student, the 
trip to Pakistan for the 1980 Pakis­
tan Games was an exciting prospect. 
And it would be her first trip abroad. 
But it was not all smooth sailing. It 
was a while before the Kerala Govern­
ment would be convinced of her vir­
tuosity and be persuaded to foot the 
bill for her travel expenses. 

P T Usha finally made it to Paki-

stan. But much to her own disap­
pointment and that of her sponsor's, 
she returned empty-handed - she 
had not won a single event. 

UNDETERRED BY THIS, her first 
defeat on the international circuit, 
P T Usha participated in the Moscow 
Olympics la er in the year . In his 

book , Oraioru Usha (The One and 
Only Usha) its author , Matrubhoomi 
Sports Correspondent, V Rajgopal, 
assesses the very deep impact that 
the Olympics made on the teenage 
athlete. Accustomed to toppling 
national records with consummate 
ease and walking away with Golds in 
each event , her trip to Moscow was 
an eye-0pener. For the first time , the 
sheer hard work she would have to 
put in in order to come up to inter­
national standards, was brought 

By Gita Aravamudan 

home to her starkly. 
For the village girl from Payoli 

whose training ground had been the 
sandy beaches near her home , the syn­
thetic track in Moscow proved to be 
her first hu rdle. In the I 00-metre sp­
rint , she got off with a bad start and 
finished 31st out of 39 participants.in 

. the 200-metre sprint she was de fea­
ted by the curve and finished 27th 
out of 35 participants. Needless to 
say, she did not make it to the finals 
in either event . ln fact, her poor per­
formance in the first event had psy­
chologically paralysed her to such an 
extent that she had to be coaxed by 
the Indian coaches before she con­
sented to run in the second race. 

P T Usha's dismal performance in 
Pakistan and at Moscow succeeded in 
strengthening her resolve. She ret ur­
ned to India more determined than 

, ever to attain world class stature and 
prove her mettle in the next Asiad, 
scheduled to be held in Delhi ,in 1982. 

But in mid -198 1, PT Usha's healt11 
failed . The doctor's diagnosis - a mi­
nor heart problem - was almost in­
stantly dismissed by both the athlete 
and her coach: P T Usha was quick 
to declare that the problem was 'a 
created one'. But wishes could not 
belie the facts. Soon after, while run­
ning in a 400-metre event at Banga­
lore , P T Usha collapsed for the very 
first time. Nambiar attrib uted this to 
different reasons: "They suddenly 
made a child who had been trained 
for 100 and 200-metre races run in a 
400-metre event." However , the me­
dical team thought otherwise. Doc­
tors at the All India Institute of Me-
dical Sciences prescribed rest ; the 
Chitra Medical Centre ofTrivandrum, 
which specialises in heart diseases , 
advised Usha to refrain from partici­
pating in athletics. 

But both P T Usha and Nambiar 
were not prepared to heed such ad vice 
at this stage in her career, and deci­
ded to go ahead with their training 
schedule. By 1982, P T Usha was 
back in top form, ready to partici­
pate in the forthcoming Asiad Games. 
But sadly , once again the glo.ry was 
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At theNational/nstituteofS{X)rts, 
Bangalore, far away from the city li­
mits, P T Usfuz relentlessly trains un­
der the close supervision of her coach, 
O M Nambiar. Clad in a red and white 

''Even by wortd standards, I am not bad!" 
PT Usha talks to Geeta Aravamudan. 

track suit, her tall, athletic frame is .-------~ If participation in competitions on 
the international circuit helps you, 
why don't you do so this year as well? 
The Sports Federation has to pro­
pose me. This year , my name was not 
on the list. But in 1985, when I com­
peted in six races with 85 other parti­
cipants, I won four of my races and 
was selected to go to Rome to run 
with the eight best in my event. Un­
fortunately, I could not go because I 
had to be ih Djakarta. As you know, 
in Djakarta, I won four Golds! 

easily visib le f rom a distance as she 
perfomis her exercises, stretches 
gracefully , and sprints at lightning 
speed along the asphalt track . 

She has little t ime to pursue other 
interests - she likes to watch Malay a­
lam films when she can - but tries to 
spend as much t ime as she can with 
her family , despite her hectic sche­
dule. She is single-minded about her 
career - athletics is her life and has 
been so ever since she spent her first 
school holiday training at a camp. 
Today, she is in training for several 
forthcoming events - on 'home gro­
und, the European circuit, and then, 
the Seoul Oly mpics. 

The country's hopes fo r a medal, 
or several, will be pinned on PT Usha 
- one of the country's few outstand­
ing athletes - who, at the age of 23, 
ranks as a S{X)rtswoman of interna­
tional repute. A n achievement that 
she modestly credits to the efforts of 
her coach, 0 M Nambiar, without 
whom she is even reluctant to speak 
about herself 'Sir', she says, knows 
everything about her and can answer 
questions better than she can! 

Excerpts f rom the intervjew: 

Imprint: How has your participation 
in major international events helped 
you? Have your failures on the in­
ternational circuit eroded your self­
confidence? 
P T Usha: Participating in major in­
ternational event s has always given 
me confidence, because it makes me 
fee l that even by world standards, I 
am not that bad! A touch of nerves 
before a major event is natural , but I 
have never lost my confidence just 
because I did not win in some event. 

What kind of training are you under­
going for the Seoul Olympics in Sep­
tember 1988? 
Participating in competitions on the 
European circuit prepares me suffi. 
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ciently. Next year , before the Seoul 
Olympics , I will be participating in 
some European meets in June , July, 
and August. This will mean a good 
three months in training and enough 
exposure to some tough competition . 

Before one such European meet in 
Rome, you had trained in London at 
Oystal Palace. But the training did 
not appear to have helped you to get 
into the finals . . 
I trained in London for just 20 days . 
What can one achieve in 20 days? It 
is just too short a period to be able 
to train sufficiently well in. But , des­
pite the limited training, my best 
timing - 55 .73 seconds - was achiev­
ed at Rome. I stood 11th in the race , 
but in terms of timing, I was sixth. It 
was unfortunate that I couldn't get 
into the finals . The woman who came 
eighth had a timing of 56 seconds. 

Did that disappoint or discourage 
you? 
Why should it? Isn't it good to know 
that you stood 11th in the world? 

• 
What have you gained from this ex-
perience in Rome? 
While training in London , I took part 
in a number of local-events. But my 
experience in Rome made me realise 
that participating in those kinds of 
events was not enough. 

And at the Singapore Meet you won 
three Golds and two Silvers ... 
That was easy - there was no rea l 
competition at all. 

Would performance levels improve if 
India was to invite the world's best 
athletes to participate in internatio­
nal meets here? 
Our performance would undoubtedly 
be helped if we were able to compete 
against strong athletes. But inter­
national meets need to be organised 
efficiently and not like the Permit 
Meet that we had in Delhi. Who bo­
thered to participate in it? It did not 
even measure up to the standards of 
our national meets! 

Why didn't the best athletes come? 
I had personally invited Judy Browne, 
the American hurdler. She was keen 
on participating, but could not get 
her visa in time. When I go abroad, I 
have. to manage these technicalities 
myse1f. But in other countries, this is 
not so . 

What events are you best at? 
The 100 and 200-metre sprints are 
my speciality. But I am often_ forced 
to participate in several events. This 
means that I am not able to concen­
trate on my 'special' events, which 
naturally hampers my performance. 
Of course, I can refuse to participate 
in more than one event. But what 
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happens when there just isn't anyone '====~=a~!5:!~~;z:;7---:;;:;:::::~ •. :--1 
else to take pa rt? 

When I was training in London, I 
was not available to train for the 4 x 
100-metre relay. When Carl Lewis was 
in a similar position in the USA, he 
was dropped from the teain. Everyone 
kept quoting this as an example. But 
finally, when they did run in · the re­
lay without him, they could not even 
achieve a state-level timing, let alone 
national or international ones. 

Have you let adverse publicity from 
the press affect you? 
I don't let the press bother me, des­
pite the fact that it has sometimes 
misquoted me . Some papers said that 
I had made a fuss about my room in 
Singapore . Before I left for Rome , 

1 
some papers had stated that I didn't J.j .. _________ _ 

even rank 36th in the world. But I 
have not Jet all this affect me. In fact , 
I am glad that the spotlight is not' 
onme. 

You were quoted in some papers as 
having described Singapore as a po­
lice state . .. 
(Surprised) Was I? I am unaware of 
this . In fact, the only thing that I 
said about Singapore was a word of 
appreciation for its cleanliness. 

Is it true that a beautician taught you 
the art of make-up and helped to al­
ter your appearance? And that some 
other organisation provided you with 
special material for your clothes? 
(Laughing) They all do it in order to 
publicise their own products. Fran­
kly, I never use make-up and never 
bother about my clothes. 

What are your future plans? Which 
games will you be participating in? 
At present, I am training in Banga­
lore and then I shall continue train­
ing in Calcutta. I will be participating 
in the SAARC Games to be held 
there, and then the National Meet at 
Trivandrum. If the synthetic track is 
ready by early next year, and if we 
are assured of good accommodation 
and a nutritious diet, we may move 
to T-rivandrum for a while. 

Standing tall: The best woman athlete 
of Asia. 

not to be hers. The much coveted 
Gold for the 100-metre sprint went 
to Lydia de Vega, the glamorous sprin­
ter from the Philippines. P T Usha, 
who won the Silver in what was a 
photo-finish final, broke down in 
front of the TV cameras. Neither 
that nor the other Silver that she 
won in the Games could compensate 
for her loss. 

The defeats continued to contri­
bute to her overall experience, giving 
her the determination and drive that 
she would require in order to attain 
victory at international meets. And 
the training became more intense. 
After all, the gold medals could not 
elude her forever. 

HER FIRST BREAKTHROUGH on 
the intero.ational circuit came in 
1983 when she won both a gold and 
a silver medal at the Asian Track and 
Field Meet in Kuwait. Although she 
once again lost her Gold in the 100-
metre event to Lydia de Vega, she set 
a new world record when she clocked 
up 54.20 seconds; the previous re­
cord, held by a Japanese, had been 
54.40 seconds. 

Then came the Los Angeles Olym­
pics. P T Usha was in excellent form 

- ... 

and was all set to win the 400-metre 
hurdles . Judy Browne , an American 
participant who was later defeated by 
PT Usha in the semi-finals, expressed 
surprise at the fact that India , a coun­
try that could not boast even male 
athletes of international repute , was 
represented at the Olympics by a 
woman! Indeed , P T Usha was the 
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Othayoth Madhavan Nambiar, an 
ex-IAF man with a diploma in athletic 
coaching froff! Patiala, is stockily 
built, selfconfident, and rather ag­
gressive. A hard taskmaster and per­
fectionist, he has plo:yed a tremend­
ous part in earning PT Usha the title 
of 'Golden Girl'. An achievement 
that he candidly takes credit for. 

Unlike his protege' who is shy and 
reticent, 'sir', as he is addressed by 
P T Usha, is tough. And scathing in 
his views about most women athletes 
and foreign coaches: the former, 
according to Nambiar, enter the 
sports arena only to get married or 
take advantage of their positions to 
secure enrollment for professional 
courses; the latter are condemned by 
Nambiar as useless. 

That he himself ranks as one of 

"In the beginning, Usha was not the best ... " 
O M Nambiar meets Geeta Aravamudan 

they been able to measure up to inter­
national standards? 
Once again, this can be attributed to 
the lack of sufficient practice togeth­
er, as a relay team. It is of no use to 
practise only as an individual athlete. 
At this camp, for instance, only Usha 
and Shiny are currently in training. 

Usha has won several gold and silver 
medals at national and Asian sports 
events, where it almost seemed as if 
she had no competition. But the same 
has not been true for international 
meets ... 

the top athletics coaches in the coun- ,._ _________ ..,. __ .._~ 
There are several reasons for this. The 
main one , however, is that she does 
not get the opportunity to participate 
in enough international competitions 
before she goes in for major events. lt 
is very apparent that Usha comes up 
with her best timings when she faces 
the toughest competition. But if she 
has to improve in her performance in 
major international sports events, she 
will have to compete with top athletes 
in many more races, for instance she 
should participate in all the compe­
titions on the European circuit. 

try today, is undisputable. But for 
PT Usha, Nambiar is not just a coach, 
but also her guardian. He has been by 
her side through her successes and 
failures on the tracks, ever since he 
took her under his wing. Nambiar 
attributes his excellent rapport with 
P T Usha to the fact that both pupil 
and master speak the same language, 
enjoy the same food, and th ink alike. 

Excerpts from the interview: 

Imprint: You first met PT Usha when 
she was thirteen. Did you select her 
for training because you felt she had 
extraordinary potential in her? 
Nambiar: Usha was just one of 29 stu­
dents chosen for athletic coaching 
from her class . All the children were 
very talented. Seven of them were re­
cipients of national awards. In fact, 
in the beginning, Usha was not among 
the best students . But gradually ,after 
a year , she improved. 

How did Usha manage to outpace the 
others? 
The important thing about Usha has 
always been her total dedication and 
a very earnest approach. She has al­
ways worked hard . Besides, she lived 
in Payoli , dose to the school and close 
to my home and hence was able to 

have continuous training . The other 
children would go home during the 
vacations and forget about sports for 
two months. But not Usha. 

Would you say that this kind of dedi­
cation and earnestness among women 
accounts for the fact that in India we 
have more top class women athletes 
than men? 
How many top class women athletes 
do we have, apart from Usha, Shiny 
Abraham , Vandana Rao and Vandana 
Shanbag? The main issue here is that 
just sporting talent at an early age is 
not enough. It is more impor.tant to 
see that the talent is properly encour­
aged . There has to be total dedication 
on the part of both athlete and the 
coach, and consistent training. Both 
coaches as well as athletes face a lot 
of problems. Our job involves odd 
working hours and we are required to 
spend months together at coaching 
camps. Then, there are problems of 
accommodation, bad food , etc , all of 
which discourage athletes from at­
tending coaching camps. If some of 
these problems are tackled properly , 
I can assure you, there would be many 
more Ushas and Shinys. 

We have such talented young women 
on the relay team. But why haven't 

How do you propose to train her for 
the Olympics? 
It would be very beneficial if she was 
able to train for at least three months 
at an American university that pro­
vides good facilities. 

But do you think that three months 
of tra,ining would be enough? 
It would be enough, provided Usha is 
exposed to international competition 
immediately after the training. She 
could, for instance, participate in the 
competitions on the American circuit. 

Other than the lack of sufficient par­
ticipation in international competit­
ions, what eise do you think hampers 
her performance on the tracks? 
Usha is often forced to participate in 
several events. This means that she is 



not able to concentrate on the one 
event in which she excels. This affects 
her performance adversely . 

Surely she can refuse to participate 
in more than one event? 
Yes, she can, but Usha is not running 
for her own personal glory. She is run­
ning for her country. She is therefore 
often forced to run in several events, 
especially when there is no one else 
who can. But now she will be concen­
trating only on the 400-metre hurdles. 

Where are the best training facilities 
located? 
Delhi and Patiala have good synthetic 
tracks and good facilities , but they 
have their own problems. In the heat , 
it is impossible to train at either place. 
Besides, in Delhi , there are problems 
as far as the food is concerned. The 
food , supplied on a contract basis, 
does not fulfil our dietary require­
ments: Athletes need hard physical 
training, proper food, and good living 
quarters. This is totally lacking in 
Delhi and to a certain extent in Patia­
la. The food , the hostel, and the wea­
ther are excellent in Bangalore , but 
they do not yet have a synthetic track . 

Could you tell us something about the 
book on P T Usha that will be pub­
lished by Penguin Books next month? 
It is really Usha's story, as told to 
Lokesh Sharma , but we haven't seen 
it as yet . 

Will you receive royalties from the 
book? 
We haven't discussed this aspect. Two 
other books have been written on 
Usha - one in Malayalam and the 
other in English. When anyone con­
ducts an interview with us we never 
discuss money matters, we just answer 
the questions . 

Has Usha been asked to endoye any 
products? 
Many people have approached us di­
rectly, but we have always asked them 
to do so through the Sports Federa­
tion. Otherwise , she would lose her 
status as an amateur. 

A Sprinter extraordinaire! 

fust Indian woman athlete to have 
reached the finals in a track event at 
the Olympic Games . Judy Browne 
was later to become one of PT Usha's 
close companions on the field. 

The race itself was the most dra­
matic performance that P T Usha 
ever gave. She lost by one hundredth 
of a second to a Rumanian hurdler, 
thus narrowly missing any chance of 
winning even a bronze medal. The 
response was shattering - it was as if 
tragedy had struck. A reporter from 
The Gulf Times, himself a Keralite, 
wept. The Indians amongst the spect­
ators stood stunned . Then sponta­
neously, they urged the Indian athle­
tics coach, Saini, to lodge a protest. 
He handed over the requisite ten dol­
lar fee and joined the others in their 
twenty-minute wait while the jury 
deliberated on the matter. When the 
verdict was announced, the disap­
pointment was even greater: P T Usha 
had lost. On meeting his protege' as 
she left the field , Nambiar hugged 
her and burst into tears. Not many 
eyes remained dry as spectators wit­
nessed the touching spectacle of the 
brave young girl consoling her coach. 
It was the bleakest moment in her 
career. 

But things would not remain that 
way for long. And sure enough, the 
tide turned. Within a few months, 

P T Usha had not just recovered but 
once again displayed her excellence 
on the track. She won five Golds and 
a Bronze in the Sixth Asian Track 
and Field Championships held in 
Djakarta in 1985. In the same year, 
she was made captain of the Indian 
team that participated in the Canberra 
World Cup Championships. But once 
more the pendulum swung the other 
way: she had no wins to her credit. 

THE 1986 ASIAD GAMES in Seoul 
were an unforgettable experience for 
PT Usha, and for India. A record 
number of participants - 4,800 ath­
letes from 27 different countries -
had gathered to participate in a fort­
night ~f sporting events. India. who 
had finished fifth in the Asiad Games 
in Delhi , did worse than previously 
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and nothing could be d~me to improvt 
on trus miserable state of affairs. 

Except · for PT Usha's perform­
ance. She ran in six races on six con­
secutive days - two sprints, one mid­
dle distance run, one hurdles race, and 
two relays. For these , she won four 
Golds and a Silver. Some pointed out 
that ther saw little logic in her run­
ning in all six races, but for the coun­
try , it was the only way in which to 
win some gold! She was the only 
woman in all of Asia to win three 
Golds with records, and was adjudged 
the best Asian woman athlete. It was 
her stupendous performance at this 
meet that earned her the title of 'Gold­
en Girl' . Her success appeared all the 
more luminous compared to the ra ­
t her dismal performance of the rest India 's only hope for the Olympics? 

P T USHA'S TRACK RECORD 
P T USHA GOT OFF on the right 
foot , literally. At 23, her track record 
is already in1pressive . The long-legged 
athlete has consistently broken re­
cords, both national and internation­
al , has been a gold medallist many 
times over, and has a string of accol­
ades to her credit. A list that she cer­
tainly means to a,ugment. 

Presenring some of the highlights of 
her career: 

1977 : State Athletics Meet at Kot­
tayam. 
Won a Gold for the 100-metre sprint 
(13 seconds). 

1978: National Athletics Meet at 
Quilon . 
Won a Gold in each of the following -
100-metre race (13.l seconds), 60-
metre race (10.3 seconds), 200-metre 
sprint, and the high jump event (1.35 
metres). 

1978: State School Athletics Meet. 
Won a Gold for the 100-metre hurdles 
(l 5 .4 seconds) and set a new national 
record. 

1982: Asiad Games, New Delhi. 
Won two Silvers for the 100 and 200-

metre sprints. 

1983 : Kuwait Asian Track and Field 
Meet. 
Won a Silver in the 100-metre race and 
a Gold for the 400-metre hurdles (54. 
20 seconds), setting a new Asian re­
cord in hurdles. 

1985: Djakarta Asian Track and Field 
Meet. 
A Gold in each of the following -
100-metre race , 200-metre race, 400-
metre race, and 400-metre hurdles . 
Won a Bronze in the relay event. 

1986: Asiad Games , Seoul. 
Won a Gold in each of the following -
200-metre race (23.44 seconds) , 400-
metre race (52 .16 seconds), 400-metre 
hurdles (5 6.8 seconds), and the 4 x 
400 relay event (3:34.58) , all new 
Asian records. Won a Silver in the 
100-metre sprint. 

Declared the best woman athlete in 
Asia . 

1987: Singapore Asian Champion­
ships. 
Won a Gold in each of the following -
400-metre hurdles and the 400-metre 
race. 

of the Indian contingent. 
On her return, she was presented 

with the 1986 Arjuna Award , her se­
cond national award - she had al­
ready received thePadmashri in 1984. 

With a string of accolades. and pri­
zes to her credit, what is P T Usha's 
worth today? Her national and inter­
national victories have earned her 
fame, and also given her plenty of 
wealth. Although it is easy to believe 
P T Usha when she claims , "I have al­
ways run to win a medal and not for 
the money " the fact remains that 
P T Usha is a millionairess . Her first 
substantial cash prize followed the 
Delhi Asiad , when she was awarded 
Rs 50,000 bythe Kerala Government. 
The Moscow Olympics fetched Rs 1 
lakh; the figure doubled following 
the Djakarta Games and was accom­
panied by a house. Her dazzling per­
formance at the Seoul Asiad promp­
ted the Kerala Government to give 
her Rs 3 lakh and a brand new car. 
The Central Governm'e nt and her em­
ployers, the Southern Railways , keen 
to ensure that they not be left out 
from the list of sponsors, also presen­
ted large cash awards to her. The 
Punjab Government , too, added its 
name to the list but P T Usha claims 
to have returned the Rs 50 ,000 given 
.to her. 

Always a rather shy and reticent 
person, P T Usha has remained un­
ruffled by the flush of victory, the 
cash prizes , and the international re­
cognition that she has been deluged 
with. With the modesty so typical of 
hec, she humbly gives cred it for her 
stupendous achievements to the ef­
forts of her coach and mentor , 0 M 
Nambiar, who has undoubtedly play­
ed a central role in building PT Usha 
into the star athlete she is today. 

And it is with her coach that she 
continues to spend most of her time 
- exercising , training, and trying to 
better her own past records. For ulti­
mately, it is her own hard work, per­
serverance , and dedication , which 
have propelled her into the position 
she occupies today - that of India's 
Golden Girl. + 
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G
REAT lDEASHAVEhumble be­
g~rnings. Consider for a moment 
Gandhiji 's momentous idea of 

marching along the Dandi coast and 
harvesting salt. Almost banal in its 
simplicity and yet, as a supreme ges­
tur~ of challenge to the revenue­
gathering might of the British Raj, 
tremendous in its impact. 

The ecological regeneration of this 
great country has similarly gripped the 
inrnginations of nationalists. Baba 
Amte , who has thrown himself head­
long into a struggle against the build­
ing of two irrigation and hydel proj­
ects at the tri-j unction of Maharashtra, 
Madhya Pradesh, and And hra Pradesh, 
has dreamed of mobilising people 
from across the length of tl\e nation 
to build a Green Wall - a row of trees 
- from Kashmir to Kanyakumari . At 
a time when the nation is riven with 
strife, symbolic gestures such as these 
- like Amte's own Bharat Jodo 
march - can apply the healing touch. 

It is in this light that one can view 
the ongoing march across the Western 
Ghats, which began on November 1. 
One group of marchers left Naw ap ur , 
where the ghats begin, just south of 
the Gujarat border ; the other contin­
gent set off from near Trivamlrum, 
and both will converge in Panaji , Goa , 
in the first week of February 1988 . 

According to Jagdish God bole, the 
Regional Co-ordinator for the North­
ern sector of the 'Save the Western 
Ghats March' , some 300 people have 
already signed up for the gruelling 
feat. "At any one time, there will 
probably not be more than 50 mar­
chers, and there will be a core of 30," 
Godbole told this writer over the 
phone from Pune , where he lives. ln 
Bombay, one of the organisers is the 
well-known naturalist, Ulhas Rane . 

Perhaps the person who has really 
taken the initiative in getting people 
to voice their demands with their feet, 
as it were, is Kumar Kalanand Mani , 
the Central Co-ordinator, who heads 
an organisat ion called the Peaceful 
Society in Pond a, Goa. Happily , Goa 
is not only roughly halfway down the 
Western Ghats but also, till recently , 
a largely unspoiled environment, now 
threatened by rampant industrialisa­
tion, mining, and international tour­
ism itself. In many ways, therefore, 
Goa is a kind of microcosm of what 
happens- when so-called development 
plans run amuck. 

ONE MIGHT WELL ASK, why 
choose to demonstrate on the Western 
Ghats? It may not be all that well­
known that these mountains, the 
western boundary of the Deccan pe-

By Darryl D'Monte 

ninsula, to the south of the Vindhyas, 
form the oldest part of the country. 
This plateau once belonged to the land 
mass of Gondwanaland , before the 
continental drift carved out the sepa ­
rate continents of Africa and Australia 
and pushed up the relatively "new•· 
mountain chain, the Himalayas. Great 
outpourings of lava descended over 
this period on the plateau. This is why 
it is known as the Deccan "trap" -
from a Swedish word meaning ' tep ' 
- since over the years, the lava depo­
sits have become serrated . As Dr M S 
Randhawa points out in his monu­
mental A History of Indian Agricul­
ture, the Deccan was a "solid stable 
block of the earth's crust, largely 
composed of some of the most an­
cient rocks, which the denudation of 
ages has carved into mountain ranges, 
plateaux , valleys, and plains ." 

Professor Madhav Gadgil , who 
heads an ecology centre at the Indian 
Institute of Science in Bangalore , de­
scribes the "setting" of the 'Save the 
Western Ghat s March' as follows: 
"The hill chain of the Western Ghats 
runs parallel to the west coast from 
the river Tapi in the north, to Kanya­
kumari in the south. The ghats des­
cend steeply to coastal plains on the 
west, but merge rather gently through 
a series of hills with the Deccan pla-

OPERATION 
WESTERN GHATS 

A unique walkathon was launched on November 1 to save the Western Ghats. This once 
green belt, a treasure trove of plant and animal life, has been virtually turned into 

a wasteland. Voicing their demands on their feet, the trekkers will seek to mobili'se people. 
Their slogan: development without destruction. 

Eminent environmentalist DARRYL D'MONTE describes the ravages caused by 
development plans which have run amuck and stresses the urgent need to conserve 

the country's ecological boun_ty. 

PHOTOGRAPHS BY DARRYL D 'MONTE Imprint, Novcmhcr 1987: 25 
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teau. Geologically, the ghats fall into 
two sections: north of the river Kali 
(in Karnataka) is the Deccan trap 
country of relatively fragile rocks and 
flat hill tops. The hills do not rise 
much beyond 1,500 metres in this 
tract. South of the Kali is the region 
of precambrian archean crystalline 
rocks which are much harder. The hills 
tend to be rounded and rise to 2,000 
metres or more." 

Much of the northern stretch of 
the Western Ghats has been very seve­
rely denuded of trees. Indeed , this 
part of the Konka n, the narrow strip 
lying between the ghats and the hills , 
has been heavily industrialised in the 
Maharashtra region and all but render­
ed unfit for agriculture where it meets 
Goa and Karnataka. Areas· such as 
Tarap ur, which housed a fishing and 
farming community till it was chosen 
as the site for India's first atomic 
power station ( with obsolete and un­
safe General Electric teclmology, but 
that is another environmental story!) 
are the hub of an industrial estate. 
Further south, the entire Thane-Bela­
pur petro chemical belt presages the 
heavy engineering and chemical ind us­
tries of Bombay, tapering off into yet 
more petrochemical plants in Raigad 
district. 

THESE INDUSTRIES ha ve spelt a 
huge urb anisation boom in this strip 
of the Konkan , and the resident po­
pulation requires tree wood for home 
chullahs. Th.is has set in motion a vir­
tual decimation of the tree cover on 
th.is stretch of the ghats , rendering 
them almost bald . Further south, 
down the Maharashtra coast, lies 
Ratnagiri : it has become almost a 
password to describe " underdevelop­
ment " caused by mass migration (to 
Bombay) in sea rch of jobs to stave 
off hunger in the villages. What is not 
so well perceived is that underlying 
this "Money Order Economy" is an 
environmental tragedy. 

Successive. powers through the ages 
used to fell. the forests of the hills 
near Rat nagiri. The Marathas, under 
the naval wizard Angre, used to selec-
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tively fell trees for timber to build 
ships. But the British, when their oak 
forests could no longer sustain their 
ship building, turned to this and other 
forests fo r wood . "The safety of the 
empire depended on its wooden walls" 
and India teak, the most durable of 
ship building timbers, saved England 
during the war with Napoleon . 

With the hills bare, the "run off 
rate" of rain increases and water is 
no longer retained in the hills and 
gently released through the year thro­
ugh streams; on the co nt rary, it rushes 
down to the sea during the monsoon, 
and the Konkan is dry for the rest of 
the year. This explains why agricultu­
ral product ivity is so low in areas like 
Ratnagiri , forcing people off the land. 
In the 1961 census, around one-fifth 
of Bombay's residents mentioned 
this district as their place of origin; 
however, many left their native place 
decades ago . 

It is when the ghats cross into Goa 
and Karnataka that we realise wha t 
they must have once been like further 
up the coast. While areas like Ratna­
giri have become what environmenta­
lists term "unsustainable" for human 
life , triggering off mass migration (un­
like the rest of the country, this region 
has a very low birth rate because of 

. the sheer shortage of males), the hills 
in Goa and Karnataka are still cove red 
with ·a profusion of flowering and 
fruit trees. Even so, mining projects 
in Goa have destroyed wide swathes 
of the ghats. The Kudremukh iron ore 
mines in the hills of Mangalore have 
rendered the area into almost a moon­
scape . Despite efforts by the public 
secto r company to afforest and re­
store the mined hills, it will obviously 
never achieve its former floral stat us. 
And the crowning irony (pardon the 
pun for this ore !) is that the slurry, 
after being rejected by Iran, still 
does not have ready buyers. This ore, 
incidentally, forms part of a vein 
which runs across the plateau and then 
meets the Bailadilla mines in Bastar, 
Madhya Pradesh, which have the 
highest ferrous content of any ore in 
the world. It is interesting that such 

A view of the long stretch of shola 
forests. 

areas retain their tribal names : 
Kudremukh means 'Horse Face' and 
Bailadilla, ' Hump of a Bull'. 

While the most fiercely fought en­
vironmental conflict in India has been 
over Silent Valley in Kerala - indeed , 
it is by far the most significant such 
case in the entire Third World - not 
everybody is aware that there was a 
similar case in Karnataka where a hy­
droelectric project was halted on en­
vironmental grounds at Bedthi. It falls 
in the .Uttara Kannada Ghats and the. 
210-MW scheme, at present aborted, 
was christened "Gangavali". Father 
Cecil Saldanha, a noted botanist from 
Bangalore , who has authored the 
authoritative three-volume Flora of 
Karnataka, grumbles that "Silent Val­
ley has done a disservice in certain 
ways to other areas on the Western 
Ghats with equally good forests." 
Dams across the Kali and Varahi rivers 
have destroyed stretches of rain for­
ests or , perhaps more appropriately , 



monsoon forests, since it doesn't rain 
here for quite a few months in the 
year.unlike the Amazon. 

"Bed thi is different from Silent 
Valley," contin ues Saldanha. "Around 
10 ,000 hectares of prime forest will 
be inundated (ten times more than 
Silent Valley). The Karnataka Power 
Corporation is given a mandate to 
improve the power position. Given its 
narrow vision, it has looked at every 
source of hydel power and all other 
issues are secondary." Work on the 
first stage of the Rs 140 crore Bed thi 
project had already commenced in 
J 977 when environmentalists, backed 
by the powerful totgars or rich culti­
vators (Ramakrishna Hegde has con­
nections with them), halted the proj -
ect. They organised an impressive 
seminar in the nearest taluka town of 
Sirsi in 1981, the proceedings of which 
have been published in a slim book 
titled ,Major Dams - A Second Look. 

ANYONE WHO HAS ANY DOUBT 

whether the Western Ghats deserve 
to be "developed" for the sake of po-· 
wer (to the people?) or irrigation , will 
do well to browse through these pa­
pers. Economists like Vijay Paranj­
pye, who teaches at Wadia College in 
Pune , have shown how the entire 
cost-benefit ratios on which big dams 
are built are altered by environmental 
'boomerangs'. The Planning Commi­
ssion insists that any such project 
should earn Rs 1.50 for every rupee 
spent. What happens when dams like 

_ Bhakra - the original "temple of 
modern India", in Nehru's memorable 
words - are erected is that the run 
off rate of water in the catchment 
areas increases and steps up the pace 
of soil erosion, shortening the " life" 
of the reservoir by filling it up . Accor­
ding to the Union Irrigation Ministry, 
the actual sedimentation rate in 17 
reservoirs in India is 2 .17 times the 
expected rate . We are then faced, as 
this writer has hin1self witnessed in 
the Tirunelveli hills in Tamil Nadu , 

The Silent Valley: where nature won the battle. 

with the paradox of hydel projects 
lying idle in February•March simply 
because there is no water in the reser­
voirs, as has happened at the southern­
most tip of the ghats. Furthermore, 
cases like Bed thi and, even more so, 
Silent Valley , establish the principle 
that we should be looking for energy 
- as distinct from electricity - for 
peo'ple's needs, mainly for cooking. 
Ludicrously, Karnataka's per capita 
expenditure on energy declined from 
Rs 1.66 to Rs 1.23 per month be­
tween 1961 and 1976, even tho ugh 
the state's output of electricity in­
creased ten-fold in the same period! 

Silent Valley, an 8 ,900 hectare 
strip of virgin monsoon or shola forest 
(sholas are the thick vegetation at the 
base of a ghat valley) in Palghat dis­
trict in Kerala , was the site where all 
these and many more questions con­
cerning the role of the Western Ghats 
were raised. One benefit of this range, 
of course, is that it halts the onward 
march of moisture-carrying clouds 

Much of the northern stretch of 
the Western Ghats has been 
very severely denuded of trees. 
Indeed, this part of the Konkan, 
the narrow strip lying between 
the ghats and the hills, has 
been heavily industrialised. 
These industries have spelt a 
huge urbanisation boom in this 
strip of the Konkan, and the 
resident population requires 
tree wood for home chullahs. 
This has set in motion a virtual 
decimation of the tree cover on 
the ghats, rendering them 
almost bald. 

I 

Im print , No,embcr 198 7: 27 



ENVIRONMENT 

and brings on the south-west mon­
soon. As Gadgil, who is now also 
S ientific Advisor to the Prime Minis­
ter, states, "(the ghats) consequently 
receive heavy precipitation of 2,000 
mm or more a year. The eastern slopes 
of the ghats are much drier than the 
western faces.' Many important De­
ccan rivers, like the Krishna, rise in 
the ghats (the catchment areas in ­
clude prominent hill stations like 
Mahableshwa r) and flow through 
Andhra to reach the east coast. 

APART FROM OTHER arguments 
in favour of preserving Silent Valley, 
the need to protect genetic diversity 
was perhaps paramount. This is a 
much-bandied about expression and 
even environmentalists mouth it often 
without realising what it implies. In 
nature, of which man is the most 
precious part, it is essential to retain 
as many different species of plants 
(and animals) as possible . The argu­
ment becomes crystal clear if we look 
at the specific case of the genetic resis­
tance that wild cultivars ( oldest culti­
vated varieties) of rice provided in 
Palghat district. 

Rice breeders in Southeast Asia 
found that the new dwarf varieties 
were being attacked by a new pest 
called the brown plant (grass) hop­
per. They found varieties in Palghat 
(and Sri Lanka) which could with­
stand th.is threat, "married" the high­
yielding with the old, and obtained 
a resistant mutant which has been 
propagated throughout Asia . Unless 
wilderness areas remain preserved, 
therefore, these " natural frontiers" 
or gene banks will deprive humankind 
ofa vital line of defence . In fact, they 
are every bit as worthy of protection 
as national borders ; yet the compara­
tive expendit ures tell the t ragedy of 
neglect. In Silent Valley , at least five 
new uncultivated varieties of pepper 
have been identified ; if a pest attacks 
plantations, these strains may prove 
to be of great u e. 

Continues Gadgi1: "The Western 
Ghats are a treasure house of plant 
and animal life, next only to the Hima-

28 : Imprint , ovember 198 7 

layan tracts, in the variety of unique 
plant and animal species. The ghats 
also harbour a number of wild rela­
tives of cultivated plants, including 
pepper, cardamom, mango,jack-fruit 
and plantain. This biological wealth 
has paid rich dividends over the years. 
In fact, the tract has enjoyed popula­
rity for its wild produce of pepper, 
cardamom , sandal and ivory (in Kera­
la , a similar trade has been taking 
place for centuries). This diversity 
has been in continual decline over 
the last century and more specially in 
recent decades, with many biological 
community types almost totally eli­
minated. Recent decades have, how­
ever, seen serious measures being ini­
tiated to conserve some of this fast 
vanishing biological diversity with 
the constitution of wildlife sanctuar­
ies, national parks , and tiger reserves:' 
Gadgil has been associated with the 
setting up of the Nilgiri Bisphere Re­
serve which straddles Karnataka, 
Tamil Nadu , and Kerala, in an effort 
to conserve remaining patches of these 
ghats. Perhaps the best way to recog­
nise their threat is to see some of the 
"biogeographic" maps prepared by 
Dr Meher-Homji and his colleagues at 
the French Institute in Pondicherry. 
which show that it is not a question 

of saving Bedthi or Silent Valley sel­
ectively: there are very few areas 
(coloured purple) of these forests 
left, and as many as can be ought to 
be preserved unless their exploitation 
is absolutely essential. 

IN MANY WAYS, Tamil Nadu has 
been much more conscious in this 
regard than Kerala. Possibly Kerala , 
being the first place in the world to 
elect a communist party to power , is 
unduly influenced by Lenin's dic­
tum: "Soviets (communes) plus elec­
trification equals socialism!" The Ta­
mil Nadu Government halted the 
Moyar hydel scheme after the now­
defunct National Committee on Envi­
ronmental Planning and Co-0rd ina­
tion ruled against the project on the 
grounds that it would interfere with 
the movement of elephants. 

In all these controversies, there is a 
tendency to forget about hum­
ans in the concern to protect animals 
- Silent Valley being no exception . 
There, a Jot of fuss was raised about 
the extinction of a threatened prim­
ate, the lion-tailed macaque, whir.: h 
prompted the Kerala State Electricity 
Board and other protagonists of the 
project to ask, " Are monkeys more 
important than man?" Protagonists 



The Clzolanicka11s: a fast vanishing tribe. 

and antagonists alike neglected to 
remember that just north of Silent 
Valley , which is totally uninhabited, 
live the Cholanickans (Chola after 
shola). There are just 57 families le(t 
of these nomadic tribals who are still 
at the food-gathering stage and live in 
makeshift huts under rocks along ghat 
streams near Nilambur , off the Calicut 
coast. Unfortunately, these ancient 
people are all but decimated by vene­
real disease, contracted from middle­
men who have been buying forest 
produce which the tribals collect on 
arduous treks, leaving their women 

folk "at home". 1 ust the presence of 
these cave dwellers should have been 
sufficient to realise that areas like 
Silent Valley are in an extremely 
"natural" state and such dwellers 
must be looked after by the state, ra­
ther than left to the mercy of com­
mercial interests. 

WITH SILENT VALLEY protected, 
because of the intervention of Indira 
Gandhi coupled with the work of the 
Kerala Sastra Sahitya Parishad, a very 
valuable precedent has been set in 
calling for "development ·witho ut de-

struction". In Kamat aka, similarly, 
the Appiko Movement , led by Pandu­
rang Hegde and other activists, is agi­
tating against the commercial planta­
tion of eucalyptus by felling tradi­
tional forests on the ghat slopes. 

It is perhaps the single biggest 
achievement of the 'Save the Western 
Ghats March' that it has been able to 
bring together some 170 small devel­
opment groups. According to Ulhas 
Rane , "even finance won't help as 
much as the voluntary co-operation 
of such groups on a march like this. 
We will be visiting places where there 
is very little except people's contribu­
tion. But in future, a local group in a 
place like Ratnagiri will know that 
when they have a problem, they have 
the backing of all these groups ." 

Rane reveals that most of the mar­
chers are J-.ikers and trekkers who have 
been exposed to conservation and en­
vironment issues over the years. "Peo­
ple in Delhi envy us because we can 
reach the mountains in a couple of 
hours from Bombay and Pune. In 
fact, I often meet fellow trekkers from 
Maharashtra in the Himalayas, more 
often than in the state itself." Con­
trary to popular impressio n , however , 
the bulk of the Western Ghat mar­
chers are not naturalists but develop­
ment activists, which is how the twin 
demands of environment and develop­
ment have blended perfectly during 
this march. 

In February , when the marchers 
get together in Goa , they will discuss 
how to fo llow up the achievements. 
It .may not accomplish very tangible 
things on paper, but the dust raised 
by so many feet, backed by the good­
will of thousands of people will take 
a long, long time to settle . When Rane 
organised a similar march after the 
1982 floods in the Konkan, he was 
amazed by the ready response from 
local people. This time, the organiser 
have been swamped with more appli­
cations to march than they can han­
dle, but to their credit, no one has 
been turned down: all have been ac­
commodated, somewhere, some of 
the time. • 
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"THE TRIANGLE HAS BEENbroken, "saysAshokKumar 
emotionally. He is referring to the famous trio - Ashok, 
Anoop and Kishote Kumar - that provided so much joy 
to.generations of film buffs in Chalti ka naam gaadi, a me· 
morable film that still plays to houseful audiences, deca­
des after it was first released. It was perhaps one of the 
rare Indian films that compare favourably with a Chaplin 
or a Marx brothers' film. This was largely because the re· 
freshing humour that underscored every frame of the film 
was spontaneous and very infectious. The Kumar ( or rather 
Ganguly) brothers' masterly performances were immortali­
sed forever. Today, that magical combination is fragmen­
ted - the youngest and, according to Ashok Kumar, "mos( 
intelligent" of the three brothers, Kishore Kumar, has left 
behind a void that his brothers believe will never be filled. 

Seventy-seven year old Ashok Kumar tod'ay ronfesses 
to being a lonely man. " Sab ulta hua ," he says softly, "I 
should have gone first." The anguish behind that simple 
statement is very apparent. Yet Ashok Kumar, or Dada­
moni as he was affectionately called by his brothers, refu· 
ses to get maudlin over his youngest brother's deaih. He 
remembers him with great affection, warmth and compas­
sion - "There were so many things K ishore wanted to do," 
he says regretfully . R eminiscing over the distant past 
when Kishore was a "little monkey", Dadamoni traces 
Kishore's career with great pride - his eyes light up as he 
recounts some particularly amusing incidents that took 
place decades ago. He is indulgent while reviewing some of 
Kishore Kumar's much-publicised quirks - "Yes, he was a 
little eccentric" - the words are accompanied by an affec­
tionate smile. 

Though his grief and that of younger brother A noop 
Kumar, also present at the interview, is intensely private, 
Ashok Kumar retains a certain quiet dignity and sensiti­
vity as he pay s tribute to his dead brother. As you leave 
his vast and empty house, you suddenly realise ho.w true 
Ashok Kumar's personality is to his screen image - that 
of a patemal, genial, friendly, essentially warm-hearted 
person. Excerpts from the interview: 

Kishore's death was a great 
shock to me . The industry 
won' t find a singer like him , 
at least not in my lifetime. 
He wanted to give me a sur-

....___,_ prise party on my birthday 
- he was to come here at 
S .30 pm - he died instead, 
at S .OS pm. I had been shoot­
ing a film that day when my 

driver gave me the news. I just did n't believe it, I thought 
the news. was fake. It had happened to me before - I was 
once declared dead. 1 thought reports of Kishore's death 
were just circulated after a freak misunderstanding. It was 

only on reaching his house that I was confronted with the 
truth - the crowds gathered near his residence were phe­
nomenal. He h.ad specifically wanted to be cremated in 
Khandwa so we took his body there. 

Anoop Kumar elaborates: We told Dadamoni (Ashok 
Kumar) not to go to Khandwa because of his health and 
age. Crowds lined the road for miles as the funeral proces­
sion moved on to Khandwa - there was elaborate police 
bandobast right upto Madhya Pradesh. At Khandwa , we 
.took the body to the room in which he was born , and later 
on, placed it in Gandl;i.i Bhavan so that his fans could pay 
homage. At least five lakh people turned up at the crema­
torium, including women - in fact, as per the Hindu cus­
tom, women do not accompany the men to the shamshan 
ghat (crematorium). Yet his fans, who loved him so devo­
tedly, flocked to the crematorium, where a special burial 
place had been created for him. Motilal Vora, the Madhya 
Pradesh Chief Minister, also attended the funeral along 
with several other dignitaries. One fan came all the way 
from London, for the funeral. We've been receiving letters 
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of condolence from all over the world . Kishore' s songs 
were played at the cremation site, songs like Zindagi ka 
safar , which were very touching. I believe some people 
were videotaping the funeral - I don't ever want to see 
those cassettes. 

Ashok Kwnar agrees vehemently and coi:itinues: No, 
we don 't want to see 1t. Kishore always wanted to live in 
Khandwa - he was renovating our ancestral house. It's a 
beaut"iful place. But he had to fulfil his commitments in . 
Bombay and then retire to Khandwa . lt was not to be . He 
was also very excited aoout the place he'd bought, in a 
valley near Panchgani. We had made so many plans - he 
was to sing my songs; the album was to be called "Kishore 
Kumar sings Ashok Kumar's songs" . Poor boy. We -will al­
ways miss him - all three of us were very close to each 
other. No~ both of us keep consoling each other - Anoop 
spends half his time at my house. One is suddenly feeling 
very lonely. Actually I've been getting one jolt after ano­
ther - my wife died very recently, and now Ki shore ... 

Death is inevitable , I know, and one should take it as it 

By Ashok.Kumar 

comes and try to be cheerful even in one's grief - in fact 
that is the only way people can survive. It is morbid to 
keep brooding. Yet I'm really cut up about this ; sometimes 
I feel, what's the meaning of life? Everybody's going -
Vijay Merchant was also a close friend of mine. 

I had warned Kishore that 
his 58th year would be a 
troublesome one for him. 
He had already had one heart 
attack earlier. I used to tell 
him not to do so much, not 
to tire himself out at his 
concerts. Have you ever seen 
any of his concerts? He used 
to make the stage come 

alive, dancing and jumping around , hailing people from 
the audience to join him onstage. 

Just recently, when Kishore won the Lata Mangeshkar 
Award (a cash award of Rs l lakh and a citation), the three 
of us - we had all been invited by the CM - went to In­
dore to collect it. He started singing at 7 pm, to a 30 ,000 
strong crowd, that kept applauding his songs. After he had 
sung 6-7 songs, I indicated that we should leave. But 
Kishore wouldn't have it . He addressed the gathering -
"Aap kab tak sunna chaheinge?" (How long do you want 
me to sing7) And the audience roared "Saari raat." He sang 
till 2.30 pm that night. And certain songs brought tears to 
my eyes. He was truly the best singer of them all - his sing­
ing had depth. 

Strangely enough, in his 
childhood , he had an unim­
pressive voice, he used to 
stammer and cough with 
every word he spoke. I 
would never have predicted 
that he would go on to be­
come such a fine singer. 
Then one day, he hurt him­
self very badly. In those days 

there were no pain-relievers', so the poor boy kept crying 
in pain - almost a month went by. Amazingly, once his 
wound healed , his voice also changed dramatically. I star­
ted teaching him to sing - I had had classical training , yo u 
see, and so I was able to coach him. I In fact, 1 was his only" 
coach - he didn't have any classical training - but that 
boy had guts. He used to practise religiously - he was 
very hardworking . He wo uld retire to a quiet corne r with 
the harmonium and practise , practise, practise! His success 
came only after about 30 years of vigorous practice. 

When he was 8 years old, he would be asked by our 
family to sing my songs, or K L Saigal' s songs. He would 
then demand payment - Re l for a Saigal song and 25 paise 
for one of mine. And he'd take the money before singing. 
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(Laughs). Much later I to ld him he sang Saigal's songs bet­
ter than the maestro himself - and he would always negate 
it. Saigal was his idol. 

He was 19 years younger than. I. I used to call him 
Kishoriya; he'd come charging into my arms like a monkey. 
Later, when I was at a hostel , while in college, he would 
see me after lengthy intervals. I would go home for the 
holidays and be really pampered by my mother. He used 
to ask our mother, "Who's this? Why are you feeding him 
so much?" 

When I came to Bombay to 
join the film industry, my 
father, who was a lawyer, 
asked me to look after my 
younger brothers - so of 
course , I pushed them into ' 
the industry as well. Kishore 
established himself as an ac­
tor' first, rather than a singer. 
In fact, I used to admonish 

him and say that his singing wasn't upto the mark. He 
would get very upset at that and accuse me of not liking 
him. He was never very interested in films and film-making. 
Music meant everything to him. I know people still remem­
ber his memorable performance in Cha/ti ka naam gaadi , 
but that film was almost like playing ourselves on screen . 
There was so much ad libbing and impromptu improvisa­
tion - for example, the boxing scene or the more famous 
dialogue - "Manu, tune duniy a nahin dekhi," and its repe­
tition by Anoop, followed by my "Tune dekhi hai?"and 
"Nahin," from Anoop and finally "Toh chup kar!" from 
me again . Now that little bit , that is remembered by fans 
till today, was tota lly derived from Anoop's habit to repeat 
sentences! ( Cltuckles fondly ) .So we were merely living out 
our lives on screen - it was great fun. It 's one of those 
films, like my Mahal earlier, that will always be popular. 
Especially the songs - each song was written, set to music 
and sung by Kishore alone. 

In fact, he had composed so 
many tunes without taking 
the credit for them ; for ex-

.,... ....... _ ample, that R oop tera mas­
tana song from Aradhana. 
Aradhana was a milestone in 
his singing career. His success 
and popularity were at its 
peak, at that time . He could 
sing any song, freely and ex­

tremely well. Take his yodelling - nobody could achieve 
that as well as him. All that is over now. But his songs will 
undoubtedly endure. he will be kept alive through his music. 

People had severa l misconceptions about him - that he 
was a miser , an eccentric person, etc. But Kishore was basi-

cally very reserved and liked to be left alone with his music 
This is why he also avoided the press. I used to advise him 
to throw a few parties to clear his 'miser' image but he 
would stoutly refuse. Instead, one day, he suddenly hired 
12 cars and took all of us - 12 families - to visit Auranga­
bad . Of course, we drove behind his car, at 30 miles per 
hour , but finally had a splendid holiday. When we came 
back to Bombay he teased me, "Now you won't call me a 
miser, will you?" 

He was also paranoid abo ut Income-tax officials. He 
came up to me solemnly one day and said, "I'll make a 
Bengali film , see that it flops, and then I can show a loss to 
the taxmen." Unfortunately for him, the film, Lookachuri 
(Hide and seek) was a 'hit' (Laughs uproariously). 

Amit (Kishore Kumar's elder son) will have to take on 
his father's mantle now. Although his voice does resemble 
his father's, he will have to practise as hard as Kishore did, 
before he can equal his father's prowess. + 
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FEVER! 
It was in the cruel month of 
October that a strange fever 
attacked Bombayites. Few 
were spared, and 
by November, the epidemic 
raged thrbugh the city. Those 
afflicted displayed alarming 
symptoms. TRISHANKU 
visited the overflowing 
hospitals and scanned the 
medical reports ... 

THE FIRST HINTS OF the 
strange epidemic came during 
the beginning of October 1987. 

Bombay's municipal hospitals and pri­
vate clinics began reporting an alarm­
ing number of cases suffering from a 
new kind of fever. 

Hospital authorities did not press 
the panic button immediately. Years 
of experience had taught them that 
for Bombayites, October is the cruel­
lest month , the moist heat and high 
humidity causing numerous cases of 
'nu, malaria , viral fever and so on. 

Ro utine reports on the new fever 
were forwarded to the Health Com­
mittee , Standing Committee and Sit­
ting Committee ofthe Municipal Cor­
poration . A copy of the report also 
reached Bombay's self-confessed 
'Hindu Mayor', Dr Ramesh Prabhoo. 
It was then that the issue blew up. 

"This could be an epidemic," ex­
claimed Dr Prabhoo . "So Jong as the 
fever was confined to Muslim areas 
it was okay. But now it is affectin~ 
the Hindu areas in large numbers and 
a a 'Hindu' mayor of the city, I can 
no longer keep quiet .' ' 

The Shiv Sainiks and the BJP 
members of the civic body applauded 
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this statement. 
The Corporation was alerted. Heal­

th officials, deans of municipal hos­
pitals, health experts and leading ci­
tizens were called to attend an urgent 
meeting . 

The hospital authorities explained 
the gravity of the situation. By now 
it was the third week of October and 
the fever was raging. Even the posh 
localities of Malabar Hill , Nepean Sea 
Road, Peddar Road , Marine Drive 
and Cuffe Parade reported numerous 
cases. 

The medical experts analysed the 
symptoms. They prepared a detailed 
report, extracts from which are given 
below: 

I. The patient suffers from a pe-

cu liar type of fatigue which affects 
him only when he has to go to 
office. The fatigue disappears 
when he pion.ks himself in front 
of his television set after taking 
casual , sick or privilege leave from 
work. 

2. The patient's eyes acquire a 
wild look. They are constantly ri­
veted to the TV screen and he 
keeps on edging closer and closer 
to it. 

3. The arms become stiff and the 
head is inclined at an angle of 45 
degrees. This is caused by holding 
the transistor radio close to the ear 
even while commuting, walking 
on the road or allegedly working 
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in the office. The eardrums suffer 
temporary damage and the patient 
is deaf to his surroundings except 
to the sounds emanating from the 
transistor. 

4. The patient often shows signs 
of irritation and is usually bad 
'tempered when he is disturbed 
while sitting in front of the televi­
sion set or listening to the transi­
stor radio . Even major family 
problems like the elopement of a 
daughter, the arrival of the mother­
in-law or the wife's shopping spree 
fails to disturb him. 
S . As the fever reaches its final 
stages, the patient begins to suffer 
from what is medically known as 
'Runratis'. The symptoms include 

ILLUSTRATION BY BHATLEKAR 

muttering to oneself,quoting num­
bers with decimal points and pun­
ching away at the calculator, all 
the time. 

6. A number of patients suffered 
from torn ligaments in the leg. 
According to their family mem­
bers, this was caused· by their un­
usual agility to pounce on the mor­
ning newspapers and look at the 
sports page. 

7 . By the first week of November, 
some new symptoms were visible, 
particularly among MLAs, MPs 
and Corporators. This is. known as 
'Passitis' where the patients try to 
throw their weight around, using 
their official position and clout, to 
collect what are known as 'passes'. 

By T rishanku 

THESE DETAILS were discussed at 
a meeting of experts . Futurologist 
Dr Rashmi Mayur , after visiting Sp­
ain , Holland and Madagascar , said 
that ionospheric pollution had no­
thing to do with the Bombay epide­
mic and added that rats , too, could 
not have caused it. Well-known cardio­
logist , Dr Goyal, appearing on Bom­
bay Doordarsha n , loosened his bow ­
tie and pointed ou t that the fever did 
not affect the heart. 'Treating Bad ­
shah Khan was easy compared to 
finding a remedy for this strange fe. 
ver," he admitted. 

Scientists at Bombay s Haffkine 
Institute discovered that a similar 
fever had raged in India during 1983, 
peaking in June. " The symptoms are 
the same this time , but they are more 
severe," they pointed out. 

A thorough study of the symptoms 
and phy sical examination of patients 
led to some interesting conclusions. 
Doctors suspected that the fever was 
caused by a virus which had origina­
ted from England. Unfortunately , it 
had been carried to India and after a 
series of elimination tests, the carrier 
himself was identified . It was Mr 
N KP Salve . 

Once this was done , identifying 
and naming the fever was easy. The 
epidemic was named Reliance Fever. 

There is an interesting footnote 
on Reliance Fever. While the overall 
symptoms were as described above, 
the · fever had an entirely different 
effect on a small group of people. 
These included Bombay Dyeing 
Chairman Nusli Wadia , criminal law­
yer Ram Jetlunalani , press baron 
Ramnath Goenka , his sidekicks Arun 
Shourie, Gurumurthy , as well as a 
number of alleged journalists and 
editors. 

They all turned green and the doc­
tors immediately said that the Reli­
ance Fever had generated a lot of 
envy among these VIP patients . They 
were advised to leave India during 
the epidemic . + 
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FOLLOW-UP 

INDIAN AIRLINES: 

MOUNTING 
ANXIETY 
CONTINUES 
The responses to the expose 
detailing the frequent violation 
of safety norms by Indian 
Airlines, have been 
predictable. And revelatory. 
While the management insists 
on reiterating empty platitudes 
about the maintenance of 
safety standards, technicians 
and pilots tell a different story. 
Meanwhile, as evidence of 
overall negligence reaches 
alarming proportions, so -does 
public anxiety. 

ON NOVEMBER I , 1987, 53 pas­
sengers on board an Indian Air­
lines Boeing, F l IC 513, escaped 

with their lives when the Bangalore­
bound aircraft landed o n its rear 
whee ls after its nose-wheel fai led to 
open up. Fortunate ly , forewarned 
and therefore forearmed of the fail ure 
by electronic systems, p reparations 
for an emergency landing had been 
carried out and an emergency landing 
was made. Film director Abbiah 
Naidu , one of the passengers o n bo­
ard the aircraft , was reported to have 
e:{clairned, "God was our pilot!" Not 
so. Had the defect ive aircraft not been 
ably and expert ly landed by Capta in 
A Ranganathan, a tragedy wo uld un­
doubtedly have occurred. In fact, t he 
pilot's expertise was ch iefly respon­
sib le for the fact that no injuries 
were sustained , although inevitably , 
the aircraft was oadly damaged . The 
incident was duly reported by the 
press , and even Doordarshan referred 
to it on its news broadcast. 

Despite the increasing press cover­
age of 'incidents' that seem to have 
become a regular feature of Indian 
Airlines' flight record, there seems to 
be a dangero us tendency amongst se­
nior manage ment personnel in Indian 
Airlines to write off all news items 
exposing the organisation's flouting 
of safety standards, as 'scurillous'. 
Still , there is little doubt that Abhay 
Mokashi's expose', published in The 
Indian Post and later in Imprint (Sept­
ember l 987), cata loguing in-flight en­
gine shutdowns, snags 'carried for-

ward', and overall negligence vis a vis 
maintaining safety standards, certain­
ly triggered off something. Whispers 
of changes to come are , apparently, 
afoot. Although it is too early to de­
termine whether and when these 
might be translated into immediate 
and corrective action, responses from 
Indian Airlines officials to the expose 
have been revelatory. 

Management personnel have , pre­
dictably, issued rejoinders denounc­
ing the expose', describing the alleg­
ations contained therein as 'baseless', 
but curiously enough, have not taken 
any action against the publications 
concerned. Every effort has also been 
made to prop up a fast-tarnishing cor­
porate image and reassure an anxious 
public : " Indian Airlines has never 
flouted any of the safety norms that 
have been laid down by the manufac­
turers and the Airworthiness Autho­
rities . Indian Airlines has always been 
conscious of safety. It is for this re­
ason that technical delays and groun­
dings of aircraft occur.'' Statements 
such as these, offered as a panacea to 
allay public fears are empty platitu­
des at best , and plain fiction at worst. 
The latter would seem to be the case 
according to certain Indian Airlines 
employees who have been vociferous 
in their condemnation of what are evi­
dently slack and dangerous practices. 

AS INTERNAL BATTLES rage on, 
the list of groundings, snags 'carried 
forward ' and in-flight engine shut­
downs seems infinite . At least 30 ca­
ses of grounding or withdrawals of 
aircraft in the month of September 
alone, have come to light. On the 
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face of it, the number of snags would 
appear to hav~ assumed alarming pro­
portions. However, it is not that more 
snags and consequent groundings 
have occurred, but rather, that details 
of these have been made available . 

Well-placed . sources claim that re­
asons for grounding of aircraft have 
included at least 12 incidents of en­
gine trouble , including in-flight engine 
failure some of which were of a mi­
nor nature , but a few of which could 
have led to serious accidents. At least 
seven flights were reportedly delayed 
due to faults in the landing gear. Pres­
sure fluctuations - in some cases , a 
result of cracks in the windows and 
door frames - and leaks of oil , gas, 
and air from different valves , also 
led to the grounding of aircraft. Two 
of the 'incidents' were of a very seri­
ous nature . The anti-icing valves -
essential in helping melt the ice for­
med around the engine at high alti­
tudes and thereby preventing fuel 
from congealing - of VT EHC were 
removed by the engineering staff dur­
ing the aircraft's night halt in Bombay 
on September 28 . No entry was made 
about their removal. It was only due 
to the vigilance of a technician who 
noticed that the valves were missing 
that the aircraft was prevented from 
taking off the following day . The 
mystery surrounding their disappear­
ance was finally solved when it was 
di covered that the valves had been 
fitted to the engine of another aircraft. 

In another instance, VT EDW had 
a fuel leak which was permitted to 
last for almost a week before the air­
craft was finally grounded on Septem­
ber 29 for rectification to be carried 
out. The dangers are obvious: fuel 
starvation could have resulted in a 
major accident. In addition, well-pla­
ced sources claim that 20,000 kg of 
fuel was burned during what transpi­
red to be an expensive rectification 
procedure , an expense that could 
have been avoided if proper and ti­
mely action had been taken. 

More recently, on October 27, pas­
sengers on board IC 490 travelling 
from Guwahati to Delhi, experienced 

some tense moments when one of 
the engines failed while the aircraft 
was cruising some 200 miles away 
from Delhi. Fortunately , no major 
mishap occurred. 

DESPITE THE SEEMINGLY never­
ending catalogue of 'incidents' testi­
fying to Indian Airlines' apparent 
carelessness, some company person­
nel continue to tenaciously cling on 
to previously ut tered inanities about 
maintaining safety standards. Surpri­
singly enough, when confronted with 
the number of groundings that occur­
red in September, Robin Pathak, Pub­
lic Relations Officer, did not even at­
tempt to refute them . Instead, he rei­
terated his earlier statements , clearly 
designed to assuage the well-founded 
fears of the public. On October 22, 
he told Imprint: "We operate around 
200 flights from a base daily , so even 
30 instances of grounding are really 
of no consequence. I can assure you 
that not a single defect or snag is left 
unattended." Re.assuring words in­
deed ,which he promptly contradicted: 
"Despite the best of intentions and 
efforts, snags do appear while the air­
craft is airborne . And sometimes , 
snags have been 'carried forward' be­
yond the stipulated 72-hour limit, 
but I can assure you that it has al-

Well-placed sources claim that 
reasons for grounding of 

aircraft have included at least 
12 incidents of engine trouble, 
some of which were of a minor 

nature, but a few of which could 
have led to serious accidents. 

ways been in conformity with safety 
requirements ." Can he be believed? 
The discrepancy between his version 
of events and the realities of the situ­
ation, is indeed vast. 

Captain Tasker, Acting Regional 
Director of Indian Airlines, Western 
Region , who had valiantly defended 
the corporation against a battery of 
charges levelled against it (Imprint, 
September 1987), was rather cautious. 
Not prepared to repeat his previous 
boast - · "Our first target is safety" 
and " ... people prefer travelling by 
Indian Airlines because they have im­
plicit faith in us" - he remained 
tight-lipped when asked to comment. 
Understandably perhaps. Chief Engi­
neering Manager Mr K P Sarkar , tak­
ing refuge behind a supposed instruc­
tion that he had been forbidden to 
make statements to the press, was 
also taciturn. 

Mr SP Marya , however, who had 
previously been evasive when approa­
ched in September , was more fort h­
coming. Director of Airworthiness 
for the Western Region of the Direc­
torate General of Civil Aviation 
(QGCA), Mr Marya sprang to the de­
fence. "I think the press has overre­
acted a bit ," he said. " Terms such as 
'violation' and 'criminal negligence' 
are too strong to describe the laxity 
in Indian Airlines' performance. They 
might have overlooked certain rules, 
but they have certainly not compro­
mised on safety. I can say that with 
assurance, because the DGCA has 
very stringent rules which no airline 
in the country can flout." And more 
emphatically, "Let me assure you 
that Jhe airworthiness and licensing 
standards of the DGCA are stronger 
and more effective than those of any 
regulatory body in the world!" Again , 
performance records would suggest 
the contrary, and indeed, such a sta­
tement calls into question not only 
the negligence of the airlines itself, 
but the very standards that the 
DGCA itself draws up. , 

WHILE THE MANAGEMENT tries 
fervently to reassure both the public 



October 1987: A Calendar of Snags 

OCTOBER 3: ( IC 120) Airbus VT 
EFV grounded at Hyderabad since 
the No 1 engine fuel flow was zero at 
take off. 

OCTOBER 3: (IC 493) Boeing VT 
EFW withdrawn as engine trouble 
was observed. 

OCTOBER 4: (IC 171) Airbus VT 
EGO withdrawn due to a loud sound 
from the No 1 engine. 

OCTOBER 5: (IC 181) Airbus VT 
EOZ withdrawn due to asymmetry 
of the fan blade.s in the engine. 

OCTOBER 5: ( IC 183) Airbus VT 
EFX withdrawn due to a snag in the 
flap of the wing. 

OCTOBER 5: ( IC 161) Boeing VT 
EGO take off abandoned due to a 
continuous 'thud' coming from the 
No l engine during take off roll. 

OCTOBER 6: (IC 119) Airbus VT 
EOZ withdrawn as the shut-off valve 
of the No 1 fuel tank was stuck in 
open position which would affect the 
flow of fuel. 

OCTOBER 7: (IC 145) Avro VT 
OXO was grounded due to 'door un­
safe' warning during flight. 

OCTOBER 7: (IC 189) Boeing VT 
EFM withdrawn due to a snag in the 
Auxiliary Power Unit (APU). and the 
non-availability of a pneumatic star­
ter at Baroda . 

and the press, what of the technici­
ans? Armed with first-hand inform­
ation and knowledge, not only of the 
maintenance req uirements of Indian 
Airlines' fleet but also the day-to­
day practices that have brought sa­
fety records under scrutiny , some 
have been quick to point to the hy­
pocrisy of attempts by the manage­
ment to woo the press. 

Mr C O Soman, Regional Secre-

OCTOBER 7 : (IC 19 1/192) Boeing 
VT EFM grounded at Cochin as VHF 
No l made a strong whistling sound 
in the background , making commun i­
cation difficult. 

OCTOBER 8 : Avro VT EAV he ld up 
at Jaba lpur due to a snag in the hy­
draulic system . 

OCTOBER 8 : Avro VT OXO with­
drawn due to 'door unsafe' warning. 

OCTOBER 8 : (IC 296) Boeing VT 
EAH withdrawn due to port exhaust 
gas temperature not registering be­
yond 340 degrees Centigrade . Spares 
were not available. 

OCTOBER 9 : (IC 135) Boeing VT 
EAH withdrawn due to the No 2 
EPR gauge rendered unserviceable. 

OCTOBER 9 : (IC 179) 'boeing VT 
ECS grounded at Mangalore d ue to 
want of the Gro und Power Un it 
(G PU) starter. 

OCTOBER 9 : ( IC 159) Boeing VT 
EFL returned to hangar after taxiing 
due to a snag in the hydra ulic system. 

OCTOBER 10: (IC 133) Avro VT 
OXR grounded for 'door unsafe' war­
ning at Bombay and repairs were de­
layed due to lack of spares. 

OCTOBER 10: (IC 195)" Boeing VT 
EOR withdrawn due to a snag in the 
throttle . 

tary of t he Airline Corporat ions Em­
ployees' Union (ACEU), told Imprint 
that Abhay IMokashi's • expose was 
"more or less true", qualifying this 
by stating that if the report had con­
tained factual inaccuracies, these 
would have been immediately refu­
ted by company officials. He went 
on to add, "Since the appearance of 
the article, officials have held several 
meetings with the -Civil Aviation Mi-

OCTOBER 11 . Boeing VT EHE with­
drawn due to 'master caution' snag at 
the last minute and was grounded for 
q uite a while due to lack of spares. 

OCTOBER 12: (IC 495) Boeing VT 
EF L grouncied at Baroda due to defl­
ation of both the port side tyres. 

OCTOBER 13: (IC 434) Boeing VT 
EHG withdrawn due to Auxiliary 
Power Unit shutdown . 

OCTOBER 14: (IC 495) Boeing VT 
ECS grounded at Baroda due to defl­
ation of the No 3 and No 4 tyres 
after parking . 

OCTOBER 15 : (IC 434) Boeing VT 
EGH withdrawn due to a snag in the 
flap of the wing. 

OCTOBER 16: (IC' 103) Boeing VT 
EAG grounded due to a snag in the 
Oap of the wing. 

OCTOBER 22: (IC 495) Boeing VT 
EGO withdrawn due to suspected 
melting of brake assembly. 

OCTOBER 27 : (IC 490) Mid-air fai­
lure of the left engine of the Guwa­
hati -Delhi flight, 200 miles from the 
Capital. 

OCTOBER 28: (IC 554) Airbus VT 
EFX take off abandoned as the No 2 
engine flamed out , ie stalled. 

nistry. However , they seem to have 
considered it unnecessary to brief the 
union about the outcome of such 
conferences. We expected the mana­
gement and the ministry to take re­
medial action , instead they have tak· 
en what can only be described as 
'camouflaging action' ." 

Mr Soman also stressed the need 
for more manpower : "We must re­
peat that there is absolutely no doubt 
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that we need more technicians . This 
is easily calcu\able from the amount 
of overtime that has to be put in -
about 60 technicians and 30 helpers 
are forced to do overtime at this base , 
daily. We are working under tremen­
dous pressure and have even been 
driven to file a writ petition in court 
for a normal day off in a week ." 

THE PIWTS TOO , on the frontline, 
so to speak, echo the need for more 
maintenance staff. In an exclusive in­
terview , Captain Naresh Pathak , Ge­
neral Secretary of the Indian Commer­
cial Pilots Asso ciation (ICPA), articul­
ates the very real dangers that a pilot 
and his crew can find themselves in , 
if faced with a major snag while air­
borne. }le recalls a series of in-flight 
engine failures that occurred a year 
ago which prompted the lCPA to 
take a very firm stand against the 
lack of adequate maintenance of air­
craft. Little came of it. 

Recently , when a wheel detached 
itself from an aircraft during take off 
at Bombay, and when the same pro­
blem recurred in the sa me aricraft 
within five weeks, the !CPA lodged a 
strong protest. "To this day , the 
!CPA has no knowledge abo ut whe­
ther an investigation was carried out 
into the incident , and if so, what the 
o utco me was," co mplains Captain 
Pat hak. He quotes anoth er instance: 
"There were two cases of the nose­
wheel leg collapsing after landing. We 
are still in the dark as to why that 
happened and if any remedial action 
was taken.' He com plains , too, of 
the frequency with which the pres­
surisation system of an aircraft fails 
in-Oight , resulting in emergency land­
ings, and that the aircraft's Auxiliary 
Power Unit (APU) which provides 
electrical power and air-conditioning 
on gro und , and which is essential in 
case of ge nerato r failure in the air­
craft , is often unserviceable . 

Perhaps most ala rming , however, 
is the fo llowing allegation: "All ai r­
craft have a back-up system. lnvar i­
ab ly , Indian Airlines staff clear an 
aircraft despite the fact that at least 

one system is unserviceable. · This is 
permissible under the provisions of 
the Minimum Equipment List (MEL) 
- and herein lies .the rub. If the back­
up system also fails in-flight, then the 
safety of the aircraft, passengers, and 
crew, is definitely injeopardy." 

His comments on the 'carrying for­
ward' of snags are also far from re­
assuring. "It is often difficult for a 
pilot to find out which snags have 
been 'carried forward' as the previous 
pilot's defects report is either not 
available or not shown to the next 
pilot. The crew is never informed be­
forehand about the snags or faults in 
the aircraft. The snags attended to or 
'carried forward' are intimated to the 
crew only when the book recording 
the defects is brought to the comman­
der for acceptance. By then , the air­
craft is already loaded and all the 
passengers are on board. Al tho ugh the 
preamble of the MEL stipulates that 
the responsibility to accept an aircraft 
with snags or not , lies with the com­
mander , he is almost presented with 
a fait accompli and is forced to accept 
the aircraft , snags and all , unless he 
is prepared to face the wrath of the 
passenge r. The lacuna in the MEL is 
that it does not specify how many 
snags can be 'carried forward' at any 
given time . So , the aircraft can be nag­
ged off with a dozen or more snags." 

THE PICTURE IS GRIM, and at­
tempts by the ICPA to file written 
complaints have either been ignored 
or met with a cursory response. On 
the rare occasions that 'incidents' and 
accidents are investigated, the ICPA 
is critical of the fact that their pilots 
are grounded indefinitely for the 
duration of the enquiry while , curi­
ously enough, executive pilots in the 
direct employ of Indian Airlines, and 
involved in similar 'incidents', are 
often cleared overnight. 

Complaints that eve n senior invest­
tigators from the OCCA are not en­
tirely familiar with the problems that 
a crew ca n confront when airborne, 
are rife . Capt Pathak complains that 
many are conversant with the flying 
techniques of aircraft that are no 
longer used by Indian Airlines, for 
instance Dakotas or Pushpaks , and 
asks , " Are we forced to conclude 
then , that many of the continuing 
malpractices evident in the company's 
flight record occur in collusion with 
the DGCA?" 

Clearly , the lines have been drawn 
between a management increasingly 
on the defensive, on the one hand , and 
those more immediately thre~tened 
by the company's mishaps, on the 
other. It is indeed fortunate that no 
major accident has occurred in recent 
years, although there have been seve­
ral near-misses, the 'incident' o f No­
vember 1 being the most recent. It 
would have been quite a different and 
tragic sto ry if the main landing gear 
of the aircraft had not opened. Such 
an even tuality would have made land­
ing near fatal. Ind ian Airlines officials 
reporL that the Boe ing 737 will be 
ferried· to the Boeing base in New 
Delhi for a thorough analysis of the 
' incident' . Officials dismissed any sug­
gestions of inadequate maintenance 
and added that such " minor engineer­
ing snags" were inevitable! An omi­
nous statement, for if a snag o f such 
a serious nature can be so cursorily 
dismissed, can the monopoly domestic 
airline 'be trusted with the mainte­
nance of safety standards? Or has it 
thrown safety to the winds? - SS t 
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A Lost Cause 
The mass resignations ?f 
members of the ~xecu!1ve_ 
Council of the Children _s Film 
Society of India, including that 
of chairman Amal Palekar, 
barely six weeks be~ore t~e 
5th International Children s · 
Film Festival.this month, have 
opened a-Pandora's box, 
says MINNIE VAID-FERA. 

P
. ARTICIPANTS AT1HE 5th~­

ternational Children's Film Festi· · 
val, to be held in Bhubaneshwa_r, 

Orissa , from November 14·2~, "'.'ill 
scarcely realise that the organisation 
hosting the event - the Children's 

By Minnie Vaid-Fera 

Film Society of India (CFSJ) - is to­
day , in a complete shamb Jes. And that 
this Festival will be the last, heroic 
attempt to resuscitate a dying institu­
tion . The only consensus that CFSI 
Chairman Amo! Palekar - who, along 
with other Executive Council (EC) 
members, writer-director Guizar, Ben­
gali actor Anil Chatterjee, Oriya writer 
JP Das, and TS Narasimhan (of Ma/­
gudi Days fame) resigned on Septem­
ber 22 - and disgruhtled officials of 
the beleaguered society have arrived 
at, is that the CFSI should be given a 
decent and much-needed burial. 

The mass resignat ions of the EC 
have brought the hostile and petty 
wrangling within the organisation in­
to the open. Charges and counter­
charges are being made , denials have 
been issued , confidential papers have 
been ' leaked', and the press has been 
inveigled into what can only be aptly 
described as a mutual vilification 
campaign . Amidst this unseemly bick­
ering and apportioning of blame, the 
cause that both the EC and the CFSI 
staff supposedly espouse, has been 
totally relegated to the background. 

The CFSI, established in 19 5 5 to 
provide wholesome entertainment for 
children , has, in over three decades, 
achieved pathetically inadequate re­
sults . In a country that produces ap­
proximately 900 commercial films 
each year , the CFSI can claim credit 
for a meagre three or four films a.nnu­
ally , most of them of rather dubious 
quality. What is even worse is that by 
their own admission, and despite a 
staff strength of 25 in their marketing 
department, CFSI films do not reach 
the vast·audiences they should, espe­
cially in rural India. 

Not surprisingly , the CFSI staff is 
extremely wary of the most obvious 
and perfectly legitimate queries with 
respect to their organisation's perfor­
mance or rather, non-performance. 
How may films are they expected to 
make each year, as against their actual 
output? Do they export any films to 
other countries? Do they have any 
worthwhile awards to their credit? 
What is their foreign exchange revenue 

Imprint. November 198 7 : 41 
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each year? Six days and· umpteen 
phone calls later , the 'official' res­
ponse from the CFS! was that "infor­
mation of this kind can only be di-

42 : Imprint, ovember 1987 

vulged by our senior officers." 
Senior officers however, chose to 

keep a low profile or more accurately, 
no profile at all .. There was, thus, no 
confirmation or denial of estimated 
statistics pertaining to their organisa­
tion. The CFS! receives an annual 
grant of Rs 80 lakh, with an additional 
Rs 25 lakh every two years for the 
hosting of an international film festi­
val. There seems to have been virtually 
no export of films for the last 34 
years and against a target of four fea­
ture and two short films, the CFS! has 
completed only two films - Aaj Ka 
Robinhood and Rhino - over the last 
three years. Given this track record, 
it is truly remarkable that so much 
time and energy has been devoted to 
vicious in-fighting . 

AMOL PALEKAR, in the thick of the 
controversy today, preserves a delibe­
rately calm facade as he explains his 
actions. Occasionally his voice takes 
on a note of righteous indignation. 
"Let me make things very clear. There 
was no question of bargaining with or 
blackmailing the Information & 
Broadcasting Ministry (I&B) for an 
extension , when we resigned our pos­
ts. If we'd wanted an extension, all 
v, e had to do was to make a trip to 
Delhi. As for pressure tactics, we are 
all working for this Festival with the 
same enthusiasm," he says quietly. 

" Why couldn't he have quit with 
grace after the Festival?" demand 
CFSI officials angrily. Some of the 
anger stems from the fact that Palekar 
has allegedly side-lined in-hoµse talent 
to bring in outsiders like NFDC's 
Ni tin Keni, to take charge of the Festi­
val. "Had we been so uneducated , in­
competent, corrupt , defiant and rot­
ten to the core, the Society could not 
have survived so long," says an offi­
cial passionately. 

Arrogance and arbitrary behaviour 
are only the first of the many griev­
ances CFSI officials hold against their 
erstwhile Chairman. Accusations are 
hurled, fast and furious. "Palekar and 
the other non-official members of the 
EC were a law unto themselves, form-

ing a very unhealthy majority. Every 
move of Paleka r's was a ploy for self­
aggrandisement. He promoted his 
own people and often hired out his 
own equipment to the Society," says 
an official scornfully . "Did he ever 
make any attempts to carry the staff 
with him?" 

"I would have loved to carry the 
staff with me," says Palekar with 
equal fervour, "if I was convinced 
that they were capable and talented. 
As it turned out , I had to do it all on 
my own. The very first assignment I 
took up - the Bangalore International 
Children's Film Festival in April 
1985 - was extremely successful. For 
the first time, India reached an inter­
national level - it was commended 
by the International Centre of Films 
for Children and Young People 
(ICFCYP), in their annual general 
meeting. We also had a children's jury 
for the first time. And," he adds, 
warming to his argument , "I had to 
do it all in spite of the staff. What did 
the staff contribute? The hospitality , 
the screenings, the looking after of the 
delegates etc was all done with local 
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'Bal Shivaji': an outstanding film. 

professional help. The earlier three 
Festivals were messed up by the 
staff," he concludes wryly. 

Predic;tably , the staff is dismissive 
of the Bangalore ' Festival's success. 
"One festival is no yardstick for 
judging performance," says one offi· 
cial. "We've been recognised interna­
tionally since 1981; we've also had 
children on our jury for earlier festi­
vals," is the bored response of another. 
"The Bangalore Festival was a perfect 
example of mutual back-scratching. 
The funds spent on lavish extrava­
ganzas there could well have been di­
verted to making more films for chil­
dren," says a third official, sneeringly. 

Such laudable se-ntiments notwith­
standing, both the CFSI staff and its 
Chairman reluctantly concede that 
funding has never been a hurdle, as far 
as the production of films is concern­
ed . . "If you show results, the Ministry 
(of I&B) will definitely allocate more 
funds," admits an official. Palekar 
concurs, "Government funds have 
been returned unutilised in the past. 

In fact , I kept insisting that we should 
stop wasting time trying to get more 
grants and instead concentrate on 
utilising existing ones. Money was 
never any problem." 

ON A WIDER MATRIX t)1erefore, 
an autonomous organisation, gener­
ously funded by the Government, ade­
quately staffed by 63 administrative 
personnel, and led by creative profe­
ssionals like Palekar, Guizar and Nara­
simhan, could have at least improved 
upon its earlier dismal performance. 

An obvious query of this kind eli­
cits a perfect storm of justifications~ 
either defensive or belligerent. Intro­
spection and self-analysis seem totally 
subservient to a policy of shifting or 
allocating blame. The separate ver­
sions provided by Palekar and his ag­
grieved staff are an interesting study 
in contrast. 

Palekar begins the post-mortem. 
"As soon as I took over as Chairman, 
we (the EC) defined the glaring defi­
ciencies present in the system and 
analysed ways of overcoming them. 
The problem lay with' both the pro­
duction and marketing of CFSI films. 
Both spheres needed a complete over­
haul, the entire process was wonky. 
There was no incentive for good film­
makers to make films for children, and 
we had to me(;t ab surd specifications 
of length or quantity , so naturally 
the quality (of films) suffered ." Was 
this universally true of all CFSI films 
produced so far? Palekar names Bal 
Shivaji and Karuna ki Vijay as out-

standing examples in an otherwise 
lacklustre list. 

He continues, "There was no at­
tempt to make foreign versions or to 
sub title films . Since the statutory re­
quirements of the CFSI provided for 
the dubbing of 5 films annually, it 
was being done monotonously , and 
without any background research or 
analysis. We stopped that. Then, we 
took a policy decision to oan in-house 
productions. We had to make the field 
open to outsiders - professionals - to 
ensure quality ." Furthermore, there 
was no co-ordination between the 
production and marketing depart­
ments . In any case, were our films 
worth marketing?" questions Palekar. 

Although he repeatedly insists that 
his ire is directed towards the Inform­
ation & Broadcasting Ministry for not 
giving the CFSI the 'national priority' 
it deserved, and not towards the CFSI 
staff, his contempt for the latter is 
fairly obvious. In fact, there is an 
underlying arrogance in his statements 
but it is arrogance borne out of sup­
reme self-confidence. "Their (the 
staff s) own performance speaks for 
itself. We - Guizar , Narasimhan and 
myself - who have managed to sur­
vive creatively, outside the safe and 
secure confines of the CFSI, on the 
strength of our merit, had hoped to 
inspire our officials. They got every 
encouragement from us on how to cut 
down on red tapism, how to ensure 
quality , etc; we gave them the longest 
possible rope. They chose to get bog­
ged down by bureaucratic memos and 
fa.ulty rules and regulations," says Pa­
lekar solemnly. He also claims to have 
decentralised the entire power struc­
ture so that no arbitrary decisions 
could be taken by one person. 

The CFSI staff members' rage 
seems almost menacing in the course 
of their appraisal of Palekar's perfor­
mance over the last two years. Their 
vitriolic denunciation of Palekar's ten­
ure at CfSI begins with his appoint­
ment itself. "V Shantaram (the ear­
lier Chairman who held the post for 
six years) resigned in August 1984. 
Prominent personalities like Sai Par-



REPORT 

anj pye and Gulzar were offered the 
post but they declined. Piilekar was 
not sounded out even once during the 
eight months preceding his 'surprise' 

'Aaj Ka Robinhood': one of the two films completed by CFS/ in three years. 

appointment in April 1985. His very 
appointment during VN Gadgil's term 
as Information and Broadcasting Mini­
ster, reeks of linguistic chauvinism," 
declares a ci;;-s1 official. "Far from de­
centralising authority, Palekar formed 
his own 'caucus' within the CFSI -
administrative officials who would 
approve his expenditure and remain 
silent on misdeeds," alleges another. 
"Palekar has conveniently focussed 
on government apathy today, (one of 
the reasons mentioned in his resigna­
tion letter) because the Ministry sent 
two joint secretaries to replace the 
earlier deputy secretaries. Obviously 
these senior officials were appointed 
to investigate into the affairs of the 
CFSI. Didn 't he notice any govern­
ment apathy earlier?" says a CFSI 
spokesman trenchantly. 

Elaborating on this sinister inter­
pretation of Palekar's resignation, he 
says that Plllekar resigned before an 
inquiry against his actions could be 
conducted by the Ministry. The staff's 
chargesheet against Palekar seems 
endless - favouritism, nepotism, in­
troduction of a 5-star culture, excess­
ive foreign jaunts, abrasiveness, are 
merely the broader categories of Pale-

kar's faulty stewardship, according to 
his hostile staff members. More than 
willing to provide specific examples 
of Palekar's perfidy , these officials, 
however, insist on anonymity being 
preserved while they tear Plllekar's re­
putation to shreds. "Palekar shouldn't 
have had problems with administra­
tion. Wasn't he a bank clerk before 
Raj nigandha?" says an official nastily. 
Another questions his film-making 
prowess - "What is Plllekar's standing 
in the industry today? DidAkriet and 
A nkahee make any waves?" Palekar's 
Kacchi Dhoop, one of the rare televi­
sion serials for children which offered 
a fairly realistic portrayal of children, 
is overlooked . 

THE VITRIOL AND VENOM under­
lining the confrontationist attitudes 
of the staff become even more promi­
nent as they dissect each of Plllekar's 
attempts at revamping the moribund 
organisation. A stahd that remains 
inexplicable when staff members agree 
that the CFSI enjoys only a secondary 
status, has no exhibition outlets .or 
distribution strategies, and is riddled 
with politicking and linguistic chauvi­
nism. Professionalism in every sphere 



A still from 'Dhoomketu ': a CFS/ production. 

of the CFSfs activities, especially the 
marketing of children's films which 
cannot survive the 4-shows a day that 
commercial cinema demands, is a 
most pressing need ; assert the officials. 

"A professional approach is exact­
ly what I've been fighting for , these 
last two years," says Palekar empha­
tically . "Quality should be the only 
yardstick ," he affirms determinedly. 
"This is why we (the EC) introduced 
several novel features . These included 
collaboration with Film Development 
Corporations, (West Bengal, Manipur , 
Madhya Pradesh have backed us in 
this), a new modality where the ceil­
ing on budgets for films has been· re­
moved and projects are analysed on 
merit and expected outputs, a vigilant 
script committee, and several other 
innovations to tone up the depart­
m.ent." But , he adds, " Routine hand­
ling of policy or administration has 
to be done by others. I'm not an ad­
ministrator nor do I wish to be one. 
Implementation of policies laid down 

by the EC has to be supervised by the 
Chief Executive Officer - the post 
has been vacant for two years." Pale­
kar further clarifies that he had tried 
to create incentives fo r creditable 
achievements by his staff even as he 
expected them to shoulder responsi­
bility for non-performance. " Unfor­
tunately this system could not be fol­
lowed ," he rues , "since all I encoun­
tered was statistical jugglery indulged 
in to meet ridiculuously low targets. 
I have stepped up production to at 
least seven films a year instead of the 
earlier two or three;" says Palekar. 
"But this is still totally inadequate. 
It's not just the number that matters 
- if the CFSI could make one film 
like Jungle Book, we'd consider our­
selves to have succeeded!" he smiles. 

Enthusiastically, he reviews pro­
jects he had initiated - films like Aaj 
Ka Robinhood , directed by Tapan 
Sinha and budgeted at approximately 
Rs 18 lakh (a co-production with 
Gaurang Films Pvt Ltd) , Rhino, direc-

ted by Palekar's assistant , Shashank 
Shanker , (budgeted at Rs 11 lakh) and 
The Crocodile and the Boy by the 
famous Romulus Whittaker. "With 
such films to our credit, we've clearly 
widened the scope and concept of 
children's films - from fairy tales to 
fairly serious topics.Rhino has exten­
sive wildlife coverage as well as ex­
tremely natural performances by chil­
dren. And there were animation films 
on the cards as well," says Palekar 
rather proudly . 

"Aaj Ka Robinhood, such an ex­
travagantly budgeted film, bombed 
at Calcutta, the only place it was re­
leased," scoffs an official . "And Pale­
kar had the temerity to blame it on 
poor marketing strategy. Chairmen 
can come and go, but who is left to 
scrutinise such expenditure?" he adds. 
"Was only Paleka r's assistant qualified 
to direct CFSI films?" queries an­
other official cattily. 

IRONICALLY ENOUGH, although 
selected on to the Executive Council 
ostensibly due to their expertise and 
knowledge, EC members are banned 
from making films themselves. Palekar 
finds this very amusing . "We're 
brought in here due to our contribu­
tion to cinema - then we're asked to 
become officers," he laughs derisively . 

"I'm not interested in fighting bu­
reaucracy either here or in Delhi. It's 
below my dignity," says Palekar cate­
gorically. What he is extremely bitter 
about is that the Ministry did not give 
CFSI the national priority it deserved . 
"Our target was to generate a 'move­
inent' of children's films that went 
beyond just the production and scre­
ening of films. But we didn't get any 
co -operation even from Doordarshan, 
a fellow Government-controlled med­
ium," he laments. "After a continual 
fight over two years, Doordarshan has 
now conceded a respectable amount 
for children's films - an A-grade film 
fetches in Rs 4 lakh, a B-grade one -
Rs 3 lakh. Earlier, a national-award­
winning children's film rated only 
Rs 70,000 ," says Palekar. "More­
over," he continues, " though certain 
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educational institutions are given time 
on Doordarshan, the CFSI does not 
merit even a once-a-week slot. We 
could reach a maximum number of 
children through television . The CFSI 
could also be made a canalisation 
agent for children's programmes and 
films, following NFDC's example. We 
could have earned considerable re­
venue. Especially as children's films 
cannot recover their costs comm.erci­
ally, despite tax exempt ion. Our o rga­
nisation was always looked down 
upon, as being perpet ually in the red ," 
Palekar adds vehemently . 

THE CRUX OF THE PROBLEM, ac­
cording to Palekar, is that when con­
venient, the CFSI is co nsidered an au­
tonomous body by the Ministry ; when 
any hard decisions are to be taken , the 
Government steps in to create ob&tac­
les, since the CFSI is wholly fund ed 
by it. "What is far worse is that repre­
sentati vcs of the Ministry (on the EC) 
do not even have the time to att end 

meetings. Their attitude is very clear. 
It is this attitude that we were fight­
ing. Let the Ministry make up its 
mind - if that larger perspective is 
lacking, we' re not interested in going 
round•in circles," he says firmly . Th.is 
is especially relevant to the policy of 
staff appo intments , says Palekar. " Al­
most every appointment at the CFSI 
has been irregular - the rules are so 
faulty and outdated that we (the EC) 
could only try to regularise them 
while accepting the blame," he adds. 

Technicalities are moreover , ac­
cording to him , convenient umbrellas 
sheltering three ,CFSI litigants, who 
have filed writ petitions in the High 
Court. Sridhar Sharma - the CFSI 
PRO who was suspended and then 
reinstated on the orders of the Min­
istry - plans to file a second writ 
petition against Palekar for defa­
mation. The other litigants are Sub­
hash Pise , Marketing Manager, and 
Ramesh Mo hre , Secretary , who con­
tinues to draw a salary without having 
do ne any work for the last two years. 

"Procedures have to be fo llowed 
to terminate the offices of Govern­
ment employees," declares Sharma in­
dignantly. "You have to be warned 
first , then fined, asked to explain per­
formance levels, etc . No one's services 
can be terminated on the personal 
whims and fancies of a chairman. 
That's why we've gone to court, other­
wise we're not fools to enter into liti­
gation that costs one so much. time 
and money," he says. 

Staff non-co-operation notwith­
standing, Palekar hopes that the pro­
jects he helped set up, will be nurtured 
by his successor. Among the more 
prominent of Palekar's achievements 
at the CFSI is the introduction of 
mini-festivals all over the co unt ry, 
through the year. Furthermore, in 
collaboration with the Madhya Pra-· 
desh Government , the CFSI also held 
free screenings in tribal areas in Bastar 
and other districts. 

Another well-publicised achieve­
ment is the setting up of a Children's 
Film Studio at Bangalore on 5 acres 
o f land which were donated by the 

Karnataka Government. " It will be 
the Asian centre for children's films , 
and will be known internationally ,' 
enthuses Palekar. He speaks glowing­
ly of a collaboration with the Cze­
choslovakian Go vernment , which is 
to provide expertise and equipmpnt 
for animation and puppet films . "Pale­
kar wants Czechoslovakia to provide 
all this, free of cost," scoffs a CFS! 
official. "Obviously, this will involve 
exorbitant co nsultatio n fees. So he 
(Palekar) is now trying to t11p diplo­
matic channels' to further th.is pr9-
ject ," he continues. " Besides, no ad -
ditional work has been done at this 
famous studio, beyond the laying of 
the foundatiqn stone two years ago ," 
he says scornfully 

The fight seems interminable . As 
the controversy and bitterness con­
tinue, Amo! Palekar has self-righteous­
ly washed his hands off the sordid 
mess that the CFSJ' finds itself in to­
day . "I saw it as a national duty. For 
the last two years, my personal com­
mitments ranked second to my duties 
as CFSI Chairman. I could have in­
vested all that energy into creative 
projects - films or television serials 
- of my own." 

The rebellious staff members of the 
CFSI seem to have ·also , unwittingly , 
followed his example. "Close down 
the CFSI" is the standard refrain . 
"Merge it with the NFDC" is another 
response. Obviously there are no tak­
ers for ~at ~uld have bee.~ seen as 
a challenging and satisfying task - to 
provide healthy entertainment for 
children now being brought up either 
on sub-standard serials on television 
or ori· the routine escapist fare of 
commercial cinema. 

Ultimately , the chaotic confusion 
and animosity within the CFSI and 
the disappointment of the honorary 
professionals who have ju5t relinquish­
ed charge, proves once again, that 
creativity and bureaucracy are anti­
thetical concepts that could not have 
expected to find a common meeting 
ground. As Pa1ekar , Guizar, Narasim­
han and the CFSI staff members have 
learnt today, to their cost. + 
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THE BACKDROP IS an expanse 
of black• - at a corner, stand 
three blind men: 'Whenever you 

see colour, think of us ,' they say to 
the passerby . With the desired results. 
Four years ago, the Times Eye Re­
search Foundation (TERF), New 
Delhi , set off on a quest for eye do­
nors. Th_ey followed a series of adver­
tisements with literature , urging peo­
ple 'to gift their eyes to the nation'. 
Created by Everest Advertising on be­
half of TERF, the campaign bombard­
ed the public with articles, posters, 
stickers, door-to-door mailings, slide­
shows at cinema houses and the thea­
tre, television, radio and panel discuss­
io'ns. And bagged the Certificate of 
Merit in the Max Lewis .Memorial 
Challenge Trophy, 1984. The cam­
paign had managed to break through 
the inherent and irrational fear that 
is associated with the thought of re­
moving eyes from a corpse, and by 
1986, TERF was deluged with 42 ,000 
pledges, 13,000 of them from entire 
families. Various celebrities who have 
since pledged to donate their eyes to 
TERF have added to the success of 
this advertisement. 

In recent years, India has witnessed 

CATCHING 
THE 

PUBLIC 
EYE 

An unprecedented boom 
in public service 

advertisements injected with 
· a professionalism seldom 
seen before, is increasingly 

evident. How effective 
are they? 

SHEKHAR GHOSH discusses 
the pros and cons of the 

recent efforts - both the 
outstanding and the 

mediocre - and describes 
the growth of this new industry. 

By Shekhar Ghosh 

an unprecedented boom not just in 
commercial advertising but also in 
those issued in the public interest , po­
pularly referred to as public service 
advertisements. Designed to appeal to 
the conscience, or to ed ucate, public 
service advertisements have tackled a 
variety of issues including road safety, 
national integration, the evils of 
dowry , drought relief, cancer preven­
tion , and family planning . And today, 
most of these are being executed with 
a professio nalism hitherto absent , and 
succeed in saying what a million 
words could not. 

A television advertisement produc­
ed by Lin tas on the need for national 
integration is a case in point. A strik­
ing image is presented , that of men 
from different representative commu­
nities, carrying the torch of commun­
al harmony through the length of the 
country. Another one depicts a simple 
etching of Mahatma Gandhi 's face. A 
subtle message flashes : 'Bring out the 
the Gandhi in all of us'. Whereas most 
hoardings in urban areas previously 
urged a growing consumer market to 
buy magazines or soft drinks, today , 
an increasing number carry a message 
of a different kind. Motorists in Bom-

NONE FOR 
THE ROAD 

The message is stark, simple and effective. 
I 
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bay are probably well-acquainted with 
an eye-catchiijg hoarding that warns: 
'None for the road'. Another exhorts 
people to contribute to the drought 
relief fund before sitting down to 
their next meal. 

Advertisements conceived on be­
half of the Indian Cancer Society 
(ICS) are outstanding examples of 
ones which combine compassion 
and sensitivity with an obvious pro­
fessionali m. The ICS had always 
faced a prob lem - very few would 
come to its cancer detection centres; 
the few who came were often too late. 
Mani Iyer of Ogilvy, Benson and 
Mather (OBM), who handled the cam­
paign for the Society in 1978 says, 
"We broke new ground by changing 
people's atdtudes towards ·cancer. It 
was the first time in the world, I think , 
that an advertising campaign was 
based on hope and encouragement , 
rather than fear ." The advertisement 
which said, 'There's life after cancer 
... it's worth living!' was followed 
by testimonials from people who had 
survived cancer and were leading pro­
ductive lives. The results were rapid 
and tremendous: the number of peo­
ple who came to the detection centres 
in Bombay rose from 324 at the end 
of .1978 to 604 a year later. 

Other success stories have included 
the Petroleum Conservation Cam­
paign, launched by the Petroleum 
Conservation Research Association; 
and a similarly oriented campaign 
that sought to educate the public 
on family-planning methods. 

Precautionary advertisements like 
those on fire-prevention, and informa­
tive advertisements about new agricul­
tural methods and vaccinations, have 
also been effect ive. While the latter 
are known to be reasonably successful, 
those which address the conscience 
or attempt to foster morality occupy 
a grey area as far as assessing their 
impact is concerned . For instance, a. 
hoarding at Chowpatty , Bombay, calls 
on the public to discourage commu­
nalism; a short TV film on handicap­
ped children asks for help - it is diffi­
cult to gauge the response that such 

_, 

pub lie service advertisements elicit. 
Unlike .consumer products, where the 
response can be easily monitored by 
observing any increase in sales, those 
advertisements which exhort the pub ­
lic to develop a social conscience or 
civic sense are less fathomable . 

PUBLIC SERVICE advertisements 
are just that - they aim to increase 
puolic awareness . They are designed 
to touch that particular nerve of sen­
sitivity , and appeal to the conscience 
so as to urge action. Unfortunately, 
many of them are not up to standard 
and consequently fail to do their job . 
About two decades ago, public service 
advertisements were the virtual mono­
poly of the Directorate of Audio Vis­
ual Publicity (DA VP), a Government 
body . The dull and unimaginative 
advertisements that the DA VP regu­
larly churned out were probably res­
ponsible for the cynicism with which 
they were greeted. 

However, an increasing number of 
private advertising agencies are now 
devoting time, money and expertise 
to launch campaigns on issues that 
concern the public. 

The doyen of public service adver­
tising in India is Alyque Padamsee, 
Chief Executive of Linta.s, who has 
been pioneering work in the field for 
more than twenty years. Several other 
agencies, including Clarion, Everest 
and Shilpi, have also contributed to 
the effort. 

One of the earliest advertisements 
of this genre was conceived by a team 
of five - Gerson Da Cunha, Frank 
Simoes, Kersey Katrak, K Kurien, 
and Farrokh Mehta - who submit­
ted the official Indian entry in a com­
petition sponsored by the Asia Adver­
tising Congress 18 years ago,and won. 
Selecting metropolitan decay as the 
theme, the team developed its cam­
paign around a slogan which was not 
without an element of prophecy: 
"Bombay is dying. Help!" Collecting 
facts and figures on the city's multi­
tudinous evils, the team frrst identified 
the problem areas. It then surveyed 
the problems that the city would 

Alyque Padamsee. 

encounter over the next ten years, 
suggested some reforms, and defined 
certain target audiences. Advertise­
ments based on its recommendations 
were then splashed across the media. 
A constitutional model of an autho­
rity that would implement the reforms 
and work in tandem with the govern­
ment authorities, from ward to cabi­
net level, was also presented by the 
team. Offering a comprehensive media 
strategy and scheduling plan, the team 
then concluded with an elaborate 
fund-raising scheme, adding a few in­
ventive touches, including tax reliefs 
for contributions and public lotteries. 

Pub lie service advertising has come 
of age since. The country's major ad­
vertising agencies, most of which are 
located in Bombay, have launched 
campaigns which have redefined the 
concept of public service advertising 
in the country. A film that seeks to 
change attitudes "towards the handi­
capped, currently showing both on TV 
and in cinema houses, relying on sim­
plicity and directness has proved to 
be extremely effective. The film shows 
a child drawing figures on his slate. 
"This is my Daddy. This is my Mum­
my . And this is me. No this is me," 
says the child matter-0f-factly, as he 



A decade ago, public service 
advertising was done more as 
a favour to society than with 
any real commitment. And, 
it is the lack of 
professionalism that results in 
many of them going unnoticed. 
As Alyque Padamsee puts it, 
most public service 
advertisements are at best 
amateurish, and at worst 
ludicrous. 

erases one hand from his own figure . 
A slogan then flashes: "The disabled 
don't need your pity. They need your 
help ." Explaining the underlying con­
cept, Alyque Padamsee says, "The 
problem does not lie with the handi­
capped themselves. Rather, the pro­
blem is with us , who treat the handi­
capped as handicapped . In fact, we 
handicap them further." 

WHAT IS IT THAT MAKES some 
advertisements effective and others 
not? According to Alyque Padamsee, 
the three rules of effective presenta­
tion are: "Keep your message single­
minded , keep it short, keep it drama­
tic." Behind every successful adver­
tisement lies a lot of hard work. Re­
search, the bane of any advertising 
campaign, is essential not only be­
fore a successful advertisement, but 
also after its appearance. The reaction 
that a particular campaign triggers 
must be assessed as it is on the basis 
of this that future strategies are evolv­
ed. In-depth studies and surveys are 
not enough. Alyque Padamsee stresses 
that the impact created by a public 
awareness campaign must be assessed 
by conducting "psycho-analytical" 
research as well. An anti-dowry film 

made by Llntas illustrates this point. 
The film equates young unmarried 
dowry-seekers with buffaloes at a cat-

' tleauction. The key line of this adver­
tisement, in which young men are 
shown with placards hanging from 
their necks denoting their 'price', 
reads: "You are no better than cattle 
at an auction sale when you ask for a 
dowry." The post-campaign research 
was revealing , not only for ascertain­
ing immediate responses which were 
mostly favourable,but also in gleaning 
information about the issue itself and 
thereby informing and developing the 
campaign in its next phase . For in­
stance, in Agra, several cases of the 
groom's family secretly providing 
dowry to the bride',s family so that 
izzat could be maintained came to 
light . Again , in Bihar, incidents of 
kidnapping were reported where, un­
able to afford the dowry, the prospec­
tive groom had been kidnapped by 
the bride's family and married at 
gun-point. 

A decade ago, public service adver­
tising was done more as a favour to 
society than with any real commit­
ment. And , it is the lack of profession­
alism that results in many of them 
going unnoticed. Some are unavoid­
able, but are also so unappealing that 
they do not make any impact whatso­
ever. Except for a few professionals 
who entered the arena almost with a 
vengeance, as if "to assuage their 
guilt" as Alyque Padamsee puts it, 
most public S"ervice advertisements 
today are at best amateurish, and at 
worst ludicrous. Commuters in Bom­
bay must be well-acquainted with the 
anti-brown sugar campaign visible on 
hoardings at Worli. Slogans like 
'Dreams will drown if sugar is brown' 
and 'People will frown if sugar is 
brown' are not only ridiculous and 
stupid, but they also serve to desensi­
tise the target audience. Such shoddy 
efforts, despite being well-intention­
ed, contribute to weakening the im­
pact of the campaign. 

END EA YOURS BY the Government­
owned publicity agency, the DA VP, to 

launch public service ,advertising have 
proved futile. Formed to produce and 
manage all Government publicity, 
the DAVP advertisements are renow­
ned for their lacklustre and mundane 
quality . Most of the few that are noti­
ceable urge the public to save at the 
Post Office , to pay their tax arrears, 
buy Government bonds or renew li­
censes. The inefficiency at the DA VP 
which has perhaps the largest staff, 
has earned such notoriety that recen­
tly , the Government assigned two big­
budget campaigns, previously handled 
by the DAVP, to private advertising 
agencies. According to avail~ble re ­
ports, ministries and other govern-
mental bodies have even been known 
to recruit the services of wayside ar­
tists at Delhi's Chhori Bazaar, while 
the Directorate's own professionals -
24 artists and five visualisers - sit idle. 

Like most other public offices, the 
DA VP is riddled with bureaucratic 
policies. A senior DA VP official also 
bemoaned the indifference of the In­
formation and Broadcasting (l&B) 
Ministry quite succintly , "No Secre­
tary has ever visited our studio or held 
any discussions with the creative art­
ists about our work. And, suddenly 
they seem to be very concerned about 
the quality of our output and are 
bringing in outsiders. As if we are not 
professionals too ... " According to 
him, the higher-ups in the l&B Minis­
try have always been interested in 
employing the services of private 
agencies with fat expense ac<Y'unts 
to entertain guests. There are other 
limitations. The DA VP still continues 
with its outdated Press Insertion Rate 
Policy with regard to placing its ad­
vertisements - that is, it is only pre­
pared to pay rates fixed many years 
ago . As a result, DA VP advertisements 
are not published by major national 
newspapers . The Government is also 
reported to have used the DA VP to 
control the editorial policies of small 
newspapers whose very survival de­
pends on it. 

Even after severe criticism about 
the functioning of the Directorate 
by several high-powered Government-
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appointed committees, things at 
the DA VP are progressing from bad 
to worse. Paragraph 103 of the 
Chanda Committee Report (1966) 
concluded that the DA VP should not 
be run by bureaucrats or the Central 
Information Service (CIS) whose per­
sonnel are subject to frequent trans­
fers: "We are convinced that for the 
DA VP to be an efficient medium of 
mass communication, its control and 
organisation should rest in the hands 
of professionally competent people, 
and recruitment should be suitably 
modified." Successive committees, 
like the 1978-1979 Estimates Com· 
mittee and the 1981-1982 Kurien 
Committee, also took the DA VP to 
task and recommended several measu· 
res for improvement- but io no avail. 

Clearly, precious resources and 
manpower are being under-utilised at 
the DA VP as the Government is in­
creasingly turning to private agencies 
to do the job well. Still, the bulk of 
public service advertising is being 
shouldered by private agepcies who 
have volunteered their services to 
various 'causes'. 

GRADUALLY, SOCIAL SERVICE 
and charitable organisations are also 
making inroads into this arena. The 
Xavier's Institute of Communications 
in Bombay is one of these. Often de­
signed and conceived by the students 
by the students themselves, some of 
the campaigns have achieved a reasop­
ably competent standard. Memorable 
among them have been the Keep 
Bombay Clean campaign and the more 
recent ones against drug abuse. Spon­
sored by Akbarallys, the Keep Bom­
bay Clean campaign used hoardings, 
posters, stickers, banners and T-shirts 
to get its message across, and also en­
listed the help of volunteers-donned 
in Keep Bombay Clean T-shirts - to 
clean the city. 

Another multi-media campaign 
that the Institute contributed to was 
that by the Indian Cancer Society in 
1986. It sought to educate the public 
about mouth , tongue, lung, breast and 
cervical cancers, and in order to add-

Advertisements such as these desensitise their audience. 

ress women directly, used a novel 
method. The JCS brochure, 'Living 
Free', was distributed along with sani­
tary napkins and ladies' undergar­
ments. Ms Alka Bhosle, Managing Di· 
rector of Da Cunha's Communica­
tions, who supervised the campaign 
says, "Cancer still carries a social stig· 
ma, and talk about it is taboo amon­
gst most Indjan women. So, they are 
most likely to read this kind of litera­
ture in private." The ICS plans to 
conduct a survey to gauge the effec­
tiveness of the campaign every three 
years. If the initial response is any­
thing to go by - soon after the adver­
tisement appeared, its cancer detec­
tion centres were swamped with calls, 
so much so, that additional phone 
numbers had to be asked for - the 
purpose of such public service adver­
tisements becomes more pertinent. 

HOW DOES THE PERSON on the 
street- the target of such campaigns -
react to public service advertisements? 
While the more discerning members 

of the public are easily disillusioned 
by sloppy advertisements, most seem 
to be aware of the more impressive 
ones. A recent film on family plann­
ing, produced by Llntas, shows a to­
mato being forced into a tumbler al· 
ready containing two tomatoes. When 
one of the three tomatoes becomes 
squashed in the process, the line 'One 
or two. Enough!' appears on the 
screen. Post-<:ampaign research reveal­
ed 65 per cent unaided recall by vil· 
lagers; many also said it was the first 
film that they remembered and were 
able to interpret the message. 

Anil Singh, a young journalist, 
finds some of today's professionally­
executed public service advertise· 
ments very effective. While apprecia· 
tive of the efforts of Lintas and other 
agencies, he laments the lack of good 
consumer guidance advertisements in 
the media. Shailesh, a commercial ad­
vertising man, finds most of the public 
service advertisements sub-standard, 
and accuses their creators of over-in­
dulgence. Illustrating his point by 
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Businesses must support social causes. 

refeuing to a recent advertisement 
which asks drivers not to overspeed, 
Shailesh says, "The slogan and the 
visuals of the film are extremely con­
voluted. The image of the speedome­
ter clocking 90 krnph lasts for only 
seconds. The slogan then refers to the 
speed which is undecipherable. It 
took me four months to figure it out!" 

What public service advertising 
needs is a big boost from the business 
community. ''Today, more than ever 
before," writes S R Iyer, an editor of 
The Times of India, "responsibility 
should be logically shared by business 
to step into the role of the major sup-

What public service advertising 
needs is a big boost from the 
business community. "People 
expect business houses to bear 
in mind the well-being of a 
society. And if society does not 
perceive that this is being done, 
then sooner or later, it will 
cease to place any kind of trust 
in them," says S R Iyer. 

porter of social and public causes . .. 
People expect business houses to bear 
in mind the well-being of a society. 
And if society does not perceive that 
this is being done, then sooner or later, 
it will cease to place any kind of trust 
in them. Indeed, it will regard business 
as an irrelevant Leviathan, a monster. 
To prevent this, the business commu­
nity must apportion a percentage of 
its efforts, its energies and its resour­
ces - meaning its profits - to the 
society of which it is a part ." 

Alyque Padamsee is even more 
emphatic, "I believe everyone who is 
making a profit, in any country, has 
a social responsibility to the public 
at large. I believe that besides taxes, 
we need to put something else back 
into the society in which we operate 
and take our profits from." Agencies 
can do it with their skills, newspapers 
and other media could donate space 
and time, while business houses could 
sponsor the campaigns. Moreover, 
public service advertising can render 
a certain credibility and a moral legiti­
macy to the business house it is asso­
ciated with; half of the goodwill that 
companies like Tata and Godrej have 
built up has been earned by their 
public spiritedness. 

Some advertising agencies are doing 

more than their fair share of public 
service. Lintas has donated 40 per 
cent of its shares to Mother Teresa 
and her activities. OBM's campaigns 
on old age, sponsored by Help Age, 
and on blood donation, sponsored by 
Llons Club , are generating some en­
couraging trends. Clarion Advertising 
Services, which bagged the Max Lewis 
Memorial Citation for its road and fire 
safety campaigns, recently published 
a booklet devoted entirely to public 
service advertising as part of its Silver 
Jubilee celebrations. 

THE GREATEST SERVICE perform­
ed to promote public service advertis­
ing has been the institution of the 
Ashok Jain Awards for National 
Awareness, which has inspired some 
of the best agencies in the country to 
compete for the prestigious award. 
Nirmal Goswami, the Director of 
ULKA Advertising , lists the salient 
features of the award: "Firstly, it is 
a fresh and imaginative idea sprout­
ing out of a monumentally boring and 

· highly profitable publishing empire. 
Secondly, as a corporate public rela­
tions exercise, it is flawless. Thirdly, 
it liberates a lot of talent in the mass 
communications industry, long-be­
fuddled by the convoluted demands 
of brand imagery. Finally, it has gene­
rated new and exciting expressions of 
old and not so old issues. There has 
been evidence of clear thinking on 
national integration, dowry, ecology, 
alcoholism, disability, equality of 
women and so on, since the time it 
was introduced ." The best campaigns, 
even if they do not win a .prize, are 
exhibited in major cities all over 
the country. 

"It is time to be businesslike about 
public service advertising," says Ms 
Tara Sinha of Tara Advertising Asso­
ciates (TAA). Ms Sinha proposes to 
draw on the talents and resources of 
advertising professionals on a commi­
tted and long-term basis for an enter­
prising scheme : an organisation based 
on the Advertising Council in the 
USA, whose go~rning board will 
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"To distroy anything is easy 
TobuildreQuiresg~at skill and care 

Inculcating a morality in the public. 

consist of eminent people concerned 
with social causes. Ms Sinha defines 
the dual role that such an organisation 
could play - that of bringing together 
causes and resources - its functioning 
would require the participation of a 
competent advertising agency , natio­
nal media , and a sponsoring body . Ms 
Sinha's proposal has been enthusiasti­
cally received by the Advertising 
Standards Authority, the Advertising 
Agencies Association oflndia, and the 
Indian Eastern Newspaper Society . 

NOT JUST BUSINESS HOUSES but 
also the Government needs to review 
its role and commitment to public 
service advertising . It is not enough 
to create awareness and expect ac­
tion until an infrastructure with suffi­
cient legislative and political clout is 
established . Equipped with ample 
manpower and machinery to convert 
action into results,such an infrastruc-
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ture will complement the advertising. 
While applauding such efforts as 

the one produced by Lintas on com­
munal harmony ('In how many ways 
will your son hate his friends'), and 
the campaign to prevent drug addic­
tion amongst children, Frank Simoes 
declares, "It is necessary. to under­
stand that unless political pressure is 
brought to bear on community leaders 
who fan the flames of violence for 
their own ends,, and draconian penal­
ties legalised for those who deal in 
drugs, no amount of well-meaning and 
excellent advertising will work ." 

Indeed, most public service adver­
tisements are often brushed away 
with cynicism. The indifference that 
they elicit and even the derision they 
sometimes evoke should not be indi­
cative of their overall effectiveness. 
Public service advertisements are only 
one of many channels through which 
to inculcate moral values in the so-

- ·Mahatma Gandhi 

ciety around us. It is not easy to 
change beliefs borne out of a lifetime 
of conditioning by advertisements 
alone . To alter fixed ideas on a parti­
cular issue takes years of successful 
media publicity. Even for a profess­
ional communicator , selling soap is 
easily achieved, but selling an intangi­
ble product , an idea , is very diffi c;ult. 

. Although many are tempted to 
dismiss public service advertising as 
an exercise in futility , this is not , in 
fact, the case. That people have been 
affected , and more importantly, edu­
cated by the few that have recently 
been published and broadcast , is be­
yond doubt. Certainly, the potential 
for development in this sphere is as 
endless as the number of social issues 
that could be commented upon. In 
recent years, we have witnessed more 
public- service advertising than ever 
before, and the trend is likely to 
continue. + 



With a 'WELOFIL' water filter in your 
home, you can shut the door on 

bacteria causing water-borne diseases . 
If you don't own a WELOFIL make sure 

you get one ... Because WELOFIL is 
designed with your family's health in mind. 

AVAILABLE IN 
* ALUMINIUM I * STAINLESS STEEL 

EPOXY COATED * CO - POLYMER 

~ RAVI DOMESTIC 
APPLIANCES PVT.LTD. 

P.B. No. 6239, Mazagaon, Bombay-400 010. 
Cable: "Welofil". Telex: 011-75495 RAVI IN 

Phone: 872 7253 

Imprint, November 1987 : 55 



CHILDREN 

0n . .1 
~ 

NOT JUST 
CHILD'S 
PLAY 
On Children's Day this month, 
a select group of India's 253 
million children will take part 
in the scheduled festivities. 
For the rest, including a 
sizeable majority of chil9ren 
who are victims of neglect, 
exploitation and abuse, life will 
go on as before. There is 
an increasing need for the 
establishment of several child 
welfare organisations in 
the country. 
M PINTO profiles Child Relief 
and You (CRY), a unique 
organisation which raises 
funds on behalf of the 
voluntary sector. 

CRY, AN ACRONYM of Child 
Relief and Yo u, established in 
Novem ber 19 78 , The Interna­

tio nal Yea r of the Child , operates on 
the relief 'yo u' ex tend to the child . It 
appreciates the fact that there are 
peo ple who care; who want to do 
so mething but , being overwhelmed 
by the eno rmity of the problems that 
children enco unter, feel their efforts 
wo uld be inadeq uato. However, the 
fo rmation of organisations such as 
CRY proves that individual limita­
tions ca n be co nverted into significant 
co nt ribut io ns to the children's cause. 
CRY rai ses funds for 'wo rthy' child 
welfare organisations, on the premise 
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A mobile creche fur the children of construction workers funded by CRY. 

that " children are the world 's greatest 
human resource and thus demand res­
pect." The finan cial aid CRY pro vides 
arises chieny - approximately 65 per 
cent - from the sale o f its card s. A 
further 25 per cent is contributed by 
3,000 individual donors who adopt 
the Sponsorship Scheme which requi­
res a paltry donation o f Rs 120 to fos­
ter a child for a year. Several philan­
thropic trusts and commercial organi­
sations donate between Rs 500 - Rs 
5 ,000 to the Co rporate Fund , and 
contributions from Indian clubs and 
communities abroad augment CRY's 

co rpus by five per cent. 
Yet , co ntrary to popular belief, 

fund-raising drives are no t CRY's 
primary act ivity. " CRY does not want 
to be perceived as a mere fund-raising 
o rganisatio n," pro tests Rippan Kapur , 
a found er-member and trustee , "but 
one which works in partnership with 
peo ple and projects ." Funds are only 
the means to the end. 

The organisation's fundamental 
goal is to discover people who wish to 
organise and channelise their talents 
and skill s in to serving underprivileged 
children in the country ; thereby act-



ing as a catalyst, igniting awareness 
and enthusiasm in people , and trans­
lating the resultant ideas into tangi­
ble , o ngoihg projects. By harnessing 
individual efforts to strengthen group 
resources, concrete, substantial solu­
tions to many of the hardships faced 
by these children can be formulated, 
and a dynamic network of learning 
and sharing between individuals and 
institutions can be constructed. 

CR Y cards, apart from carrying 
seasons greetings, demonstrate this 
ingenious modus operandi. Not 
o nly do they effectively and widely 
spread the message of the organisation 
- " Help a child change its life" - but 
they also illustrate the success of 
pooled resources . Artists like Anjali 
Ela Menon and B Prabha, private col­
lectors and art galleries, together with 
designers, printers , and the advertising 
world, have all contributed to their 
popularity. 

THE FUNDS RAISED through the 
sale of cards and donations are care­
fully allocated according to a "fund­
ing methodology" which is meticu-

By M Pinto 

lously worked out to ensure that 
funds are not abused. Before sponsor­
ing a project , CRY scrutinises the pro­
posal diligently. The applicant is re­
quired to submit a detailed budge t, 
and once granted funds , is obliged to 
submit accurate expenditure ac­
counts. CRY also enlists the aid of a 
full-time, professional socia l worker , 
and three experienced consultants to 
monitor the programmes they foster. 

Not each and every proj ect that 
applies for assistance from CRY re­
ceives it. Since there are many more 
projects at work than the l 8 CRY 
currently aids , refusals are common. 
" We do reject those that do not meet 
our criteria," explains Michiko , a pro­
ject support co-ordinator. Proj ects 
are accepted for study onl:v if they 
suit CRY's priorit y areas of educa­
tion , health and foster care. One of 
CRY's major concerns is the number 
of children it can reach through spon­
soring a particular programme, and 
whether the programine has potential 
for growth. Whether a project survives 
shortlisting and wins CRY's foster­
care also depends on how small it is, 
and whether it is solely dependent 
on C RY for its funds . 

CRY functions as an intermediary 
body between donors and child wel­
fare organisations, as it believes that 
there are eno ugh social workers help­
ing children . Since no organisation 
servicing the voluntary welfare sector 
previously existed in India, CRY 
s_tepped in. 

On the other hand , CRY per forms 
its sole task very efficiently . Its funds 
are easily accessible - "They never 
keep you waiting ," says Dr lnd u Bala­
gopal of Mobile Creches. She describes 
them as "the most enlightened of 
funding societies - a group that seems 
to understand our needs and is willing 
to accommodate whatever amount 
we want." 

WHEN IT WAS CONCEIVED, CRY 
had only Rs 50 in hand , boasts Rip­
pan. Innovation , co-operation and 
dedication have ·now generated a Jot 
more. Despite restraining factors like 
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the exigencies of space, CR Y's growth 
chart is quite creditable - from Rs 
900 in 1978- I 979 to Rs 1,06,170 
in 1980 to Rs8 ,76,670 this year. And 

CRY's funds are expected to double 
in the next financial year. 

The increased funds enabled CRY 
to extend its services to New Delhi in 

1983, Bangalore in 1986, and Madras 
and Calcutta only this year. Yet , while 
the network's expansion, both fman­
cial and structural, endorses its belief 
that "You can help", CRY officials 

. honestly admit that they are at the 
crossroads, hoping that many more 
people will come forward and help 
them take the right turn . For 'CRY 
has "many miles to go" and many 
millions to collect, before it can reach 
out to the country's underprivileged 
children - there are approximately 
83 .8 million 0-4-year olds .and 179 .3 
million 5-14 year old children in 
India , and the majority are deprived . 
Funding 18 projects and helping two 
lakh children with a full-time staff of 
only SO personnel is obviously not 
enough. 

In a socio-economic framework 
where the infant mortality rate is 11 
per cent, where the literacy rate is 
24.8 per cent among females , and 46.9 
per cent among males , and where only 
28.0 per cent of India's child popula, 
tion attend secondary' schoo ls, Child 
Relief and You has a long way to 
go in making children's dreams 
come true. + 

SIGNIFICANT PROJECTS AIDED BY CRY: 
SARJAN seeks to compose a creative 
childhood through non-formal educa­
tion in craft and the performing arts. 
CRY has funded Sarjan's core activity 
at Juhapura and the extension of its 
ideas to other educational institu­
tions, like Ankur. 

CHETNA VIKAS helps the poor agri­
cultural community in Wardha dis­
trict, Maharashtra , to combat exploi­
tation through collective ventures like 
grain banks and to acquire leadership 
skills and a basic knowledge of health 
care. CRY also funds five Earn and 
Learn Centres of Chetna Vikas, to 
help 125 school drop-outs . 

ANKUR is a non-formal institution 
which , among its many activities, 
runs general knowledge classes linked 

58 : lmurint. November 1987 

to the rights and needs of the poor. 
Ankur reaches 1,500 children in 50 
urban and semi-rural communities in 
and around Delhi. Ankur merited 
funding from CRY primarily because 
it offers health programmes for wo­
men and children. 

PRAKRUTI comprises a group of 
young doctors, medical students, and 
local part-time workers, who run a 
weekly clinic at Varose , a hamlet of 
adivasis, 70 km away from Bombay. 
The medicos , sent by CRY on study­
tours of rural health care projects all 
over India, focus on providing mother 
and child care for over 2 ,000 tribals. 
They also hold camps for the preven­
tion and timely detection of diseases. 

PARIVAR SENA SANS°THA is a fa . 

mily-planning organisation establish­
ed a year ago and which has since then 
motivated 12 ,700 people to practise 
birth control. CRY's funds initiated a 
programme that carried its message 
on family-planning to the doorstep 
of the rural poor in North India. 

PRERANA, a project undertaken by 
the Nirmala Niketan College of Social 
Work , Bombay , runs a night-care cen­
tre , and a foster-family care program­
me, for the children of prostitutes. 

THE KARNATAKA STATE COUN­
CIL FOR CHILD WELFARE, work­
ing towards saving children from ex­
ploitation, weans them from rag-pick­
ing and begging. CRY 'fosters' 60 
children , providing basic education 
and other essentials. 
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BOOK REVIEW 
I 

THE CIA: UNVEILED? 
Reagan dismissed it as "an awful lot of fiction", and the present CIA Director, William Webster. 
calculates that little damage has been done. But Bob Woodward's book, 'VEIL: The Secret Wars 

of the CIA: has been hailed as an unparalleled effort in unmasking the machinations of 
the CIA, under the stewardship of its Director, William J Casey. But has it? 
Eminent journalist M V KAMA TH reviews the bestseller and concludes that 

WHO IS AFRAID of the CIA? 
Some are , and others sho uld 
be, for if God and the Devil 

are ubiquitous , so is the Central Inte l­
lige nce Agency. Its tentacles spread 
far and wide: it has financed and 
masterminded civil disturbances and 
wars, and overthrown duly elected 
goverru,1ents. All this, according to 
Bob Woodward. the author of Veil: 
The Secret Wars of the CIA. 

Although Woodward , of Water­
gate fame, has exposed the CIA to 
public scrutiny, no one should be 
under the impression that the book 
represents the whole truth. The CIA 
is not , and has never been , in the 
truth business unless the truth could 
be marshalled for its defe nce. But 
since the CIA already enjoyed the re­
putation of b eing up to just about 
anything whatever Woodward has 
unearthed only confirms the belief 
that everyone held - that the CIA is 
up to no good. It spies on friends and 
foes alike . o one and nothing is 
sacrosanct. 

The men in the White Ho use, for 
instance , President Carter's National 

· Security Adviser, Brezinski, wa nt ed 
it that way. Woodward describes Bre­
zinski thus : " He loved raw intelli­
ge nce. The National Security Agency 
which intercepted foreign communic­
atio ns often provided him with tran­
scripts of some Head of State talking, 
or with the decoded political analysis 
that some foreign embassy had sent 
back to its ca pital." As far as Carter 
and Brezinski were concerned, when 

it masks more than it reveals. 

Bob Woodward: The author. 

intelligence did not work , when the 
bug was not instantly in place , or 
when the CIA predicted future events 
wrongly, there was hell to pay. Great 
risks were frequently taken, often to 
glean only marginal information. 

One of the top-secret operations 
co nducted by the CIA was that of a 
special Navy Control Programme in 
which US submarines trailed Soviet 
submarines and conducted high-risk 
surveillance and intelligence-gather­
ing around the Soviet Union , at times 
even inside Soviet territorial waters 
or in its harbours: a totally illegal 
mission, but who cared for legality? 

A deputy in the CIA once sent a 
note to tlie Director, which said that 
"there was a greater need for intellig­
ence on allies and friends." Spying 

on frie nds, the gentleman believed , 
was "a sticky but essential business" . 
Following the Iranian revolution, 
when the CIA was virtually caught 
unawares, it attempted to increase its 
network of paid agents in foreign go­
vernments and intelligence services, 
including those of "allies and fri­
ends". Egypt was a classic case in 
point. A CIA security operation, de­
signed to provide President Anwar 
Sadat with protection and arm him 
with information on possible coups 
and assassination plots, was also used 
to g~ther information on him . His 
home was wired and Carter soon 
learnt details of Sadat's perso nal life . 
As for protecting Sadat , the CIA fail­
ed - Sadat was assassinated, a point 
that Woodward conveniently omits 
to mention. 

THE CIA ALSO HAD its ears to the 
gro und in Saudi Arabia , and Prince 
Bandar, Saudi Arabia's Ambassador 
to the United States , and the son of 
the country's Defence Minister , was 
often ·'. useful'. The Saudis had assis­
ted the resistance to the Marxist go­
vernment in Ethiopia , for which "the 
CIA was grateful" Understandably. 
The Saudis had also once provided 
the then Egy ptian Vice-President 
"with a regular income". Of this 
Woodward says: "It was impossible 
to determine when Saudi interests in 
these arrangements ended and Ameri­
can CIA interests began." 

Sometimes, Saudi Arabian and 
American intei'ests clashed. A story 



had appeared in The Washington Post 
stating that Saudi Arabia was consi­
d~ring sending some money to the 
Nicaraguan Contras. A CIA official 
was sent to the Saudi Embassy to 
check it out. Prince Bandar thought 
that the story had been planted by 
the CIA itself to assess Saudi reaction. 
The Prince checked with his own go­
vernment only to learn that the CIA 
could not or would not offer any­
thing in return for Saudi aid to the 
Contras, or at least nothing had been 
suggested; that Saudi foreign policy 
in Central America was at odds with 
the US since the Sandinista Govern­
ment in Nicaragua was basically pro­
Arab; and that the Saudis had no 
confidence that secrets could be kept 
by the Reagan Administration. 

Prince Bandar was approached by 
emissaries on behalf of the Contras , 
amo ng them, two Chief Executive 
Officers of major American corpor­
ations. Quite predictably, in the end, 
the Saudis had to agree to fork out 
US$8 million to the Contras, through 
a Swiss Bank. When the cash flow 
slackened, a CIA friend . of Prince 
Bandar telephoned him to say that 
the Contras were not getting the 
money. Of course the conversation 
was in code. Said the CIA official: 
"My friend did not get his cigarettes 
- and he is a heavy smoker!" 

WOODWARD TELLS HIS STORY 
well , but sometimes one wonders 
about his credibility. ls he , for exam­
ple, telling the truth about the assas­
sination of Patrick Lumumba, or is he 
dexterously telling a half-truth to shift 
the blame from the CIA to others? 
On August 25 , 1960, a cable was sent 
from the then CIA chief, Alan Dulle~, 
to the station-chief in Congo , stating 
that President Lumumba' s removal 
"must be an urgent and prime objec­
tive and that under existing condi­
tions this should be high priority". 
Woodward writes that before the 
CIA plot could be executed, Lumum­
ba was assassinated by another group 
of Mobutu supporters. The story cir­
cul;µing in 1960, however, was that 

it was indeed the CIA that was res­
ponsible for Lumumba's assassin: 
ation . Perhaps it does not matter. The 
CIA wanted him destroyed anyway. 

CIA efforts to assassinate Cuba's 
President Fidel Castro were revealed 
years ago by The New York Times. 
Yet Woodward makes only three brief 
references to these. In one instance , a 
CIA agent was apparently given a bail-

William J Casey: The ex-CIA Director. 

point pen rigged with a hypodermic 
needle so fine that its insertion would 
not be noticed by Castro. The needle 
was coated with Blackleaf-40, a com­
mercially available high-grade poison . 
According to Woodward, ·"The deli­
very of the assassination device took 
place on November 22, 1963." Fidel 
Castro must have got wise to the plot. 
He survived . 

The CIA ·could be very explicit in 
its orders when it suited them. For 
example, there was once a manua.l 
which taught the Nicaraguan Contras 
the "selective use of violence" to 
"neutralise carefully selected and 
planned targets such as court judges, 
police and state security officials." 
CIA agents were advised that gueril­
las equipped with weapons - knives, 
razors, chains, clubs, bludgeons -
should march slightly behind "inno-

By MVKamath 

cent and gullible participants" in any 
procession . It further · suggested that 
"if possible , professional criminals 
will be hired to carry out selective 
jobs." Thoughtful , indeed. 

The CIA had its upporters in the 
Congress. There was Congressman 
Charles Wilson who had made three 
trips to Pakistan and who wanted 
"niore dead Russians". Woodward 

Although Bob Woodward has 
exposed the CIA to public 
scrutiny, no one should be 
under the impression that the 
book represents the whole 
truth. The CIA is not, and has 
never been, in the truth 
business !lnless the truth could 
be marshalled for its defence. 
Whatever Woodward has 
unearthed only confirms the 
belief that everyone held - that 
the CIA is up to no good. It spies 
on friends and foes alike. 

q uotes him as having said, "There 
were 58,000 dead in Vietnam and we 
owe the Russians one." Wilson had 
suggested to the US Government that 
the Afghan rebels be given some ad­
vanced anti-aircraft weapons and the 
rapid-fire Swiss-made Orlikon guns 
and claimed that it was President Zia's 
idea. Wilson managed to divert US$40 
million i.nto the CIA's account , ap­
propriating this from the Defence 
budget. Woodward says: "For Casey 
(the CIA Director) it was a windfall. 
Not only was the US$40 million an 
important boost to the Afghan pro­
gramme, but it showed that Congress 
could support and even get ahead of 
the administration·on covert action." 

CASEY WAS ALL FOR entrusting 
more power to the Chiefs of Station 
abroad. He was particularly eager to 
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help Pakistan since President Zia 's 
willingness to allow the CIA tu fun­
nel increasing para-military support 
to the Afghanistan rebels, through 
Pakistan , was crucial. Woodward wri­
tes , "Casey, the CIA, and the Reagan 
Administration, all wanted Zia to 
stay in power and needed to know 
what was going on in his government. 
The CIA station in Islamabad was 
one of the biggest in the world." (ita­
lics supplied .) Woodward , of course , 
does not outline what "one of the 
biggest CIA stations in the world" 
was actually doing. Was it through 
Pakistan that aid was being sent to 
the Khalistanis? Or were the Pakista­
nis indulging in anti-India activities 
all on their own? Were the CIA agents 
in Islamabad really not aware of what 
was going on ? No answers are 
forthcoming. 

I[ Woodward is to be believed , the 
US Ambassador to India , Daniel Pat­
rick Moynihan , had few illusions 
about the capac ity of the CIA to de­
liver useful intelligence. "When he 
was Ambassador to India from 1973 
to 197 5, his CIA station chief had 
often rushed in with Indian govern­
ment 'secrets' in spec ial folders , de­
noting importance, but then the In­
dian leadership would do something 
that was not mentioned in the fold­
ers. It was clear to him that the CIA 
was mis ing a great deal." 

THE REFERENCES TO INDIA are 
tantalisingly brief and one can only 
conclude that either the CIA was in­
effective or alternatively, that its es­
pionage activities were too effective 
to be openly discussed . However , one 
CIA observation claimed that during 
Mrs Gandhi's time, power was divi. 
ded between the Gandhi Government 
and a Defence Ministry that was 
"wholly under Soviet domination". 
This "two-tier government" made 
things difficu lt for the US "because 
it is often unclear who has the real 
say". India should take pride in the 
fact that one happy result of its in­
efficiency was that we neatly foxed 
the US and the CIA. Inefficiency in a 
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democracy certainly has its uses. 
There was one occasio.n when the 

Government of India learnt abou\ 
CIA espionage activities in the coun­
try . Woodward puts it gently: "A 
CIA source in India had been com­
promised and rolled up. Indian Prime 
Minisier Indira Gandhi had been furi­
ous that the United States had plan­
ted a spy in her midst. B\,lt both coun­
tries had decided it was best to play 
down the matter." Who was the spy? 
Was he a cabinet minister? Was he a 
senior officia l? Or was he an Ameri ­
can? We do not know and we are not 
given an answer. It is this ort of writ­
ing that makes Veil extremely frus­
trating reading. 

It is important to remember t hat 
the book is not the result of Wood­
ward having outsmarted the CIA by 
planting his own spies inside the 

Agency , but the result of "interviews 
with mor~ than 250 people involved 
directly in gathering or using intelli­
gence information ." Woodward says 
that he would have liked to have men­
tioned the names of about 15 "key 
sources" but since he was briefed on 
a "background" basis, they remained 
unidentified. He claims to have been 
given access to "documents, memo­
randa, notes. calendars. other written 
chrono logies, letters, transcripts and 
diaries,'' but again, we do nor know 
how many of these were 'sanitised'. 
With the CIA . one can never tell. 

The CIA has been under public 
sc rutiny in recent times because of 
its involvement in Nicaragua , which 
is what give this book a special rele­
vance today . On the ubject of Ni­
caragua , of course, Woodward is more 
specific and presumably tell the 
story traigh t. Despite a penchant for 
spying, the American s can often be 
shockingly frank , at least to each 
other . There must be somethillg in 
their national character that often 
gives even top spies a sense of guilt 
and a feeling of remor e. Thus , as Di­
rector William J Casey lay d~ing in a 
hospital , he saw Woodward for the 
last time . Casey knew that he was dy­
ing. Woodward put a question to him. 
Wh y had the CIA given aid to the 
Contras? Casey replied briefly: " I be­
lieved.'' "What?" asked Woodward 
aga in . " I believed ," Casey repeated 
weak ly. The Catholic in Ca ey had to 
believe that what he had done was 
commensurate with his co nvictions. 
So ,ingrained is the American belief 
that co mmunism is wrong and should 
be fought and that there is such a 
thing as the American Way of Life, 
that only this belief could sustain 
wrong-doing. Casey was such a 'beli­
ever', even if, in the end, he brought 
the Reagan administration into dis­
repute. The CIAwillnotbedissuaded 
from further adventures , but perhaps 
it will be more careful. As the saying 
goes, and as the CIA knows, the sin is 
not in doing something w rang and 
forbidden , but in being caught in 
the act. • 
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Anup Jalota has, by his own ad­
mission, beaten Elvis Presley to it. No, 
not really, but he just may - as a sin­
ger with the largest number of gold 
records as well as the largest sales of 
a single hit, Bhajan Sandhya Having 
sent the necessary information to the 
Guinness Book of World Records , 
Jalota is confident of his entry. A 
name which frequently appears at .the 
top of the music charts in India, he 
is, more than any thing else, a singer 
for all occasions: ganesh poojas, mar-
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riages, mundan ceremonies, and of 
course, professional concerts. 

A music buff may be surprised at 
the man's popularity. One need not be. 
The reasons for Jalota's success are 
quite obvious.He has unerringly gaug­
ed public tastes, giving people what 
they want - a skilful combination of 
simple lyrics, sung in easy-to-hum 
tunes, with deliberate -undertones of 
religion. The content is often pure, 
undiluted kitsch. 

An arts graduate from Lucknow, 

Jalota never imagined he would make 
it to the top. In fact, he candidly ad­
mits: "I feel I don't deserve the fame 
I have achieved. "You respect the man 
for his honesty; he is capable of intro­
spection, you tell yourself The opti­
mism is premature as soon as you cut 
through the hype and examine the 
statements for what they are - at­
tempts at selfpromotion. 

Sober, sedate, kurta-clad Jalota can 
also be profound when the occasion 
demands. He can speak eloquently of 
his knowledge of the Brahman, swara, 
dhyan, and anand, about his exclusive 
commitment to music. Money has 
never been his primary concern, he 
says, as he sits back in cushioned com­
fort. The career graphs and sales charts 
however, tell another story. He charg­
es approximately Rs 25,000 for a con­
cert and performs, on an average, 20 
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concerts a month. A lthoughJalota ve­
hemently denies being just a bhajan 
sfnger, his popularity is unquestion­
ably linked with this form of music. 
Ultimately, it is the rendering of the 
bhajan that makes for its quality. The 
singer encapsulates the soul of the 
song, he breathes life into it, absorbs 
the listener, weaves an enchanting web 
around him. A nup J alota fulfils these 
criteria with consummate ease and 
self confidence. 

Presenting Anup Ja/ota, on his suc­
cessful career, and the satisfaction 
that music has given him. 

On His Success: 
I have cut 70 gold and platinum 

discs which include both bhajans and 
ghazals. I have really popularised the 
bhajan among all generations. My ver-

ByPGMenon 

satility , which enables me to sing in 
Bengali, Gu}arati, Oriya, Punjabi and 
Marathi, has also played a consider­
able part in my overall success. 

Manoj Kumar's film, Shirdi Ke Sai 
Baba for which I sang three songs , 
gave me my first break in 1976. The 
film was a big hit, people came to re­
cognise me as a bhajan singer. Maybe 
it runs in the family - my father too, 
is a well-known bhajan singer. 

Today , the sheer volume of my 
concerts - at least 20 each month, can 
make my singing mechanical, but fi. 
nally it is up to me as an artiste to in­
troduce variety. Audiences invariably 
flock to concerts of their favo urite 
artistes as long as the singing is strong, 
and there is a distinct rapport between 
the performer and the listeners. 

It is only hard work that can en­
sure success. Pursuit of money has ne-

The Jalotas with the Ciani. 

ver been my sole aim. Jf wealth has 
come my way it is well-deserved , for 
I have always worked hard and with 
total commitment to my music . 

On The Ghazal And 
Bhajan Craze: 

The explanation for the ghazal and 
bhajan craze today is quite simple. 
Most songs have no repeat value, even 
film songs are appreciated for only 
short durat ions. When Mehdi Hassan 
appeared on the music scene here, his 
melodious voice ensured his endur­
ability. Jagjit and Chitra Singh went 
on to familiarise the masses with the 
ghazal. Children started humming 
Ahista . . . Ahista. Later, Ghulam Ali 
provided a classical touch to such mu­
sic. Then came Talat Aziz. I joined the 
bandwagon in 1981 , my forte being 
light classical music. 

On His Early Years: 
I was the only one of five children 

who displayed any interest in music . 
At the age of seven , I started learning 
music from my father and used to ac­
company him on concert tours . As 
part of my relentless training sched­
ule , my father used to lock me up in 
a room for three hours every day , 
compelling me to practise my singing. 
As his tours became more frequent , he 
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insisted on my joining the Bhatkande 
College of Music, to prevent me from 
losing contact with music. He also 
thought a degree would come in 
handy , later on. 

But I sincerely believe in the guru­
shishya parampara. You cannot learn 
music in a college. My father was my 
guru. I learnt classical music under 
him. In those times, I used to pract ise 
for at lea t six hours every day. Today , 
I spend only two to three hours on 
riyaz, because I have to devote a lot 
of time to my concerts. 

On His Popularity: 
Sixty per cent of my popularity 

can be attributed directly to my bha­
jans - my compositions are so good 
that even children can understand and 
sing them. The rest , to my ghazals. 
Moreover, I respect my listeners, I am 
accessible to my fans , I never waste 
their time - even before my audi­
ences top applauding I start the next 
song. 1 don ' t have to refer to any diary 
- I have memorised over 500 bhajans, 
500 ghaLals arnl 500 film songs. 

My tyle o f singing has remained 
the sa me over th e years. Many people 
say th at rny vn ,cc is very similar to 
that or 1,1y rat hc,·s. but they also ac­
cuse me o r reso rting to gimmickry. 

Encouraging new talent: Anup with La/it Gurwara. 

This is unfair. You see. I have always 
tried to popularise bhajans and ghazals 
amo ng people who don't know music . 
You have to introduce more entertain­
ment. So, I int ersperse my singing 
with effective use ofthejugalbandibe ­
t ween the santoor :ind the tabla. Some 
people term this gimmickry. If it is, 
then every successful Hindustani ar­
tiste indulges in it , I a111 merely fo l­
lowing earlier tradi tions. 

In the fin al ana lysis I would like to 
be known as a singer - the forms of 
singing are not important. Whatever I 
sing. my Otlly goal is to be true to the 
emotions expressed by the poet. A 
bhajan should induce a feeling of 
bhakti in the listener , while a film song 
must evoke a 'filmi' feeling. 

On The Western Connection: 
I do listen to Western music -

I am very fond of the Beatles. Nobody 
sings more melodiously than them . 

I give conce rt s in the West quite 
often , aro und six times a year. In fact , 
I was the first Indian to perform in 
Israel. Abroad . my audiences consist 
la rgely of Indians, while fore igners , 
mainly ISKCON devo tees, enj oy my 
bhajans, especially Main nahin maak­
han khayo. 

On Branching Out: 
Films are a recent hob by of mine. 

In my most rece nt film . a Bengali one, 
1 play the ro le of Surdas - it is a wel­
come break from routine. Strangely 
enough, in most of my films I play 
myself. Financially I stand to lose , 
sirn.:e my i.:o ncerts have to be cancelled 
to acco mmodate shooting schedules 
and I don't charge any fees for acting. 

On What Music Means To Him: 
The moment I hear the strains of 

the tanpura and begin singing. I forget 
my sorrows and experience peace . It 
gives me anand. immense satisfaction . 
I forget the world. In return , I have 
devoted my ent ire life to music. My 
most recent contribution has been a 
donation of Rs 2.5 crore to help es­
tablish a new branch of the Bharatiya 
Vidya Bhavan in New York. I am 
proud to have played a role , however 
small, in promoting Indian culture at 
home and abroad. + 
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Flory Roothaert blasts his way thro­
ugh the forest. 

AS THE SUN HAULED ITSELF 
over the horizon on October 27, 
1987, an air of excitement des­

cended over Delhi. At the Nehru 
Stadium, tucked away in So uth Delhi , 
there was a flurry of fever ish activity 
at the start of the eighth Himalaya n 
Rally. Last-minute instructions were 
called out, watches we re adjusted to 
the rally time, good -luck charms 
worn, and wishes made. 

Meanwhile, sitting pretty in a pare 
Jenne (closed park) was a congrega­
tion of 96 cars that wo uld battle for 
top honours - NisS'ans , Mitsubishi( 
Opel Mantas, Jongas, and Maruti Gyp­
sys, smothered with st ickers and 
sporting the logos of sponsors - a 
carnival of colour. But a closer look 
revealed a more sober ing reality. 
Painstakingly painted on the side of 
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Majestic mountains .play host to the 
rally. 

each car were the blood-groupsofthc 
driver and navigator , and suddenly, 
the dangers of the sport were appa­
rent - the chilling possibility of in­
jury, and even death . It is to keep such 
hazards at bay that rally organisers im­
pose mandatory safety requirements 
such as a fire-extinguisher and a roll 
cage - a metal frame that lines the 
car's interior , cushioning the impact 
in the event of a collision. Several 
cars sported additional accessories 
like crash-guards and blinding 100-
watt headlights. 

Soon , a gawking crowd had elbow- ... , 
- ed its way into the stadium. The cars, ~-- flagged off at two-minute intervals, 

By Gopika Mehta 

snarled past the billboards and cheer­
ing crowds on their way to Nainital ­
the fust leg of the rally. 

I FOLLOWED THE RALLY in a press 
car, along with a fellow journalist. We 
left the stadium at a leisurely pace, 
gulping in the early morning air. Once 
out of the city, we stepped on the 
gas, and as the speedometer need le 
soared, the concrete jungle gave way 
to spine-bending roads cutting thro­
ugh forests of sal and deodars. The 
six-<lay, 3,000 km rally through Naini­
tal, Mussoorie and Simla was to cover 
some of the most scenic spots in the 
Himalayas. The route ranged from 
the relatively easy to the virtually 
suicidal - straight, tarmac roads to 
adrenalin-pumping , boulder-strewn, 
competitive sectors where the cars 
were pushed to the very limit (average 
speed here was 100 kmph) . 

The first leg of the rally, which in­
volved driving on dirt roads, took a 
heavy toll on the vehicles. The Austra­
lians , David and Kathryn Officer, the 
first to be flagged off, were also the 
first casualties. They were forced to 
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pull out or the rally when their Mitsu­
bishi Starion skidded off the road 
and turned turtle. a mere 13 km from 
the start. Several others soon joined 
the ranks of wayside wayfarers, in­
cluding ace Italian rally driver , Andrea 
Zanu si. whose prototype Nissan Pul-
ar developed a mechanical problem. 

But escapade such as falling into 
:.i khud. somersaulting, and wearing 
out tyres are almost a sine qua 110 11 

of a rally with service cars rushing to 
the rescue with fuel and spares. To 
guard against the all too possible pro­
bability of the service car itself break­
ing down, some competitor had seve­
ral back-up cars. Factory-entered ve­
hicle u ually have an edge ove r others 
in their no-costs-barred battery of ser­
vice teams which check frustrating 
breakdowns. 

BUT EVEN THE BEST laid plans as 
Captain Chauhan and Major Sekhon 
ruefully discovered. can go awry. Driv­
ing a factory-entered Maruti Gypsy. 

Capr Cha11ha11 a11d Maj Sekho11 's hopes of a hat trick were dampe11ed. 
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Left: A Premier I /8NE: One of the few 
Indian entries which was not a Manlli Gypsy. 

Right: Cheering the cars 011. 



the twice national award winners, aim­
ing for a hat trick this year, complain­
ed that they were never able to meet 
their service cars en route. So , when 
their Gypsy keeled over to one side , 
and Sekhon sprained his hand , the 
hapless duo could do little more than 
stand by the roadside until a good 
Samaritan, also a competitor , helped 
them get on the road again . Having 
lost 45 precious minutes in the bar­
gain, and with Sekhon's arm in a sling , 
the burden of driving fell on Chauhan . 
Ill-luck baited them once again when 
their erring Gypsy stubbornly refused 
to go at over 95 kmph. The recalcit­
rant vehicle was the last straw, and 
victory, which had seemed only a 
heartbeat away, slipped from their 
grasp. At the end of the third leg in 
Simla, Chauhan was resigned: "Now 
there's no way we can win ," he la­
mented. 

The heady wine of victory was cer­
tainly not the tonic of Jangoo Nichol-

son, the gutsy septuagenarian and a 
Himalayan Rally veteran, for whom 
the thrill of entering the rally was rea­
son enough to rejoice. Unfortunately. 
much of this enthusiasm was dampen­
ed by some misguided enthu iasts 
who threw stones at the passing cars. 
Kenjiro Shinozuka's windscreen wa 
shattered, while Ross Dunkerton re­
ported that he had had to physically 
remove the large stones blocking his 
path. Even our pre s car was not 
spared. While climbing a narrow gra· 
dient near Mussoorie. we watched 
with horror as a man set an empty 
barrel rolling in our direction. Luckily, 
it came tumbling d wn at an angle 
and hit the hillside. A close shave. 

But , as if to make amends for their 
unsporting elders, the cherubic village 
children . perched on lull tops along the 
route, cheered the rally cars on. Per­
plexed as to why our Ambassador was 
not hurtling down the mountamside, 
they egged us on , "Jalcli fao, rally­
walla, jaldi jao!'' 

..... 

It was for the thrill of entering that J Nicholson, the oldest comesrant, raced: 
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However, there is more to rallying 
than just kicking up a cloud of dust. 
When the evening shadows lengthen 
and darkness drapes the mountains , 
driving on a dirt road flanked by a 
steep cliff on one side and a sheer 
drop of 8,000 feet on the other, be­
comes as much a test of nerves as of 
skill. With only the vehicle's headlights 
piercing the utter stillness and black­
ness of the night, and the eerie white­
washed milestones guiding the way, 
driving in the Himalayas can be a 
chilling experience. 

IT IS THEN that you realise the vital 
role of the navigator. While the driver 
concentrates on the road, the naviga­
tor with his tulip chart, roadbook, 
and route map, warns the driver of 
any approaching culvert , hairpin bend, 
river-bed, or change in terrain. He also 
keeps a ' tab on the average speea 
clocked and time taken, since if a dri­
ver checks into a time control a min­
ute late he gets one penalty point, 
but if he checks in a minute early , he 
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is given l O penalty points. The perfect 
rapport between driver and navigator 
was nowhere better exemplified than 
when Flory Roothaert's car battery 
had failed last year. As his navigator 
held out a torch to light the way, 
Roothaert · had driven through the 
night, without losing speed. Needless 
to say, quick reflexes were called for. 
There may be obstacles which even a 
navigator cannot foresee , like the 
two jackals which jumped into our 
path and kept sprinting ahead of us, 
hypnotised by the car's headlights . Or 
the giant iguana that suddenly emerg­
ed from the 'bushes and scuttled into 
the middle of the road to take a closer 
look at us. 

Such colourful experiences are cer­
tainly not restricted only to the road. 
Lofty Drews, Jayant Shah's navigator, 
recalled that when the hotel bell-boy 
failed to supply firewood last year , 
despite repeated requests , Drews took 



the simple way out by breaking a few 
chairs to get his hearth going! This 
year, there were some experiences 
that may not have happened at all, 
like the unconfirmed report of how 
Kenjiro Shinozuka killed a tiger on 
the way! 

The drama and derring-do over, • 
the cars prepared for the last leg of 
the rally, a straight transport secton 
back to Delhi, where a large crowd' 
waited impatiently for their arrival. 
The first to-0rive to the finishing ramp 
was Japanese Kenjiro Shinozuka who 
clinched the top prize of Rs 40,000 -
his highest honour in 20 years of 
rallying. He was· closely followed by 
Australian Ross Dunkerton and Ken­
yan Jayant Shah, the four-time Hima­
layan Rally winner. 

AND, AS THE LAST CARS chugged 
into the stadium in the falling dusk, 
there were some memorable vignettes 

Shinozuka 's Mitsubishi Starion wins 
ihe rally! 

that would stay with us forever: the 
bonhomie and champagne-popping ; 
Nisha Sutaria and Dilshad Irani, the 
only all-women crew who finished 
the rally to win the Coupe des Dames 
Trophy; and the exuberant Shinozuka 
who, narrating his experirieces in the 
heady heights of the Himalayas, quip­
ped succinctly, "What use is a crash­
guard? What you need here is a para­
chute!" They all left with a rich pal­
ette of memories, reluctant to return 
to their tedious , humdrum eight-hour 
jobs. All except Dunkerton, who, I 
am sure, was raring to go fishing in 
the lobster yacht he had invested in 
two years ago. And their dusty wea­
ther-beaten cars, having stretched 
themselves to the limit, were going to 
take a well-deserved breather before 
being smartened up for the next rally. 

And , standing silently on the side­
lines , was a dust-covered Ambassador 
whose stoic composure had seen us 
through the memorable six days. An 
unsung hero. • 
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EXTRACT 

"Rich people are usually boring be­
cause they don't face reality. Every­
thing I have could go tomorrow. In­
stead of 12 houses, I could have two. 
You have to accept that it could all 
end. The person who doesn't under­
stand that is lost. " 

- Khashoggi to Dossier magazine, 
December 1985. 

NO ONE KNEW what to call it at 
first - lrangate , Iranscam , Iran­
amok. But it all referred to the 

same thing. The United States, which 
was taking a neutral position in the 
Iran-Iraq war, then six years old, had 
been secretly supplying arms to Iran . 
What is more , despite specific Congre­
ssional .prohibitions on direct or in­
direct military aid to the Contra rebels 
in Nicaragua, excess payments for 
some arms had been diverted to the 
rebels fighting the Sandinista regime . 

Behind the story was a bizarre tap­
estry of intrigue: secret envoys travel­
ling to a hostile nation under false 
credentials, a swashbuckling Marine 
whose power seemed to rival the 
President's, Swiss bank· accounts set 
up by the CIA, and American hos­
tages held by ferocious zealots in a 
country torn apart by war. Through 
it all, Adnan Khashoggi's name kept 
turning up . 

The first hint that the US had been 
shipping arms to Iran appeared in a 
Lebanese magazine , Al Shiraa . On 
November 3, J 986, the magazine re­
ported that former White House 
National Security Adviser Robert 
Mcfarlane had accompanied one of 
the shipments to Tehran . From Wash­
ington came the usual denials . But by 
November 13, President Reagan ac­
knowledged a 'secret diplomatic ini­
tiative' involving shipments of 'small 
amounts of defensive weapons and 

Excerpted from "Khashoggi: The Rise 
And Fall Of The World's Richest Man". 
Published by Corgi Books and distributed 
by IndiaBook Distributors. Price Rs 65.00_ 

ARMS 
AND THE 

MAN 

His fortune is reportedly 
dwindling. But Adnan 
Mohamed Khashoggi, 

the controversial arm$ dealer, 
continues to spend 

a staggering US $330,000 
a day! 

This extract from· Kessler's 
biography, 'Khashoggi', 
pinpoints his intricate 

machinations vis-a-vis 
the lrangate scandal - a deal 

which catapulted him 
into notoriety, but not without 

making a slight dent in 
his vast resources. 

spare parts' that could 'easily fit into 
a single cargo plane'. The purpose of 
the shipments was not to free the 
hostages, as the Lebanese magazine 
had suggested, but rather to gain in­
fluence with moderates who might 
succeed Ayatollah Khomeini , Presi­
dent Reagan said. 

Within a matter of weeks , Reagan's 
story had become, in the vernacular 
of the Watergate scandal, inoperative. 
As it turned out, five different hip­
ments , seven plane loads in all, had 
been made beginning in August 1985. 
Altogether , 2 ,008 TOW anti -tank 
mis iles , 18 HA WK missile systems, 
and an array of spare parts for the 
HA WK had been flown to Iran. This 
was the same country that a few 
months earlier Reagan had called 'a 
new, international version of Murder 
Inc'. White House memos soon surfac­
ed showing that the effort was in­
deed , an attempt to pay ransom for 
the freedom of the six hostages then 
held by pro-Iranian Shiite Muslims 
in Lebanon. 

By the end of the year, lrangate 
was a major national scandal, com­
plete with reports of shredded docu­
ments and break-ins. Four Congress­
ional committees had launched inves­
tigations . The House and Senate form­
ed Watergate-style select investigating 
committees . The Justice Department 
called in the FBI , and a special prose­
cutor was named to determine if any 
criminal laws had been violated, as 
seemed likely. Meanwhile, Reagan 
announced that McFarlane's successor 
as National Security Adviser , Vice 
Admiral John M Poindexter, had re­
signed, and National Security Council 
(NSC) staff member, Lieutenant Co­
lonel Oliver L North, the Marine who 
diverted money to the Nicaraguan re­
bels, had been dismissed. 

AS THE SCANDAL UNFOLDED, 
Reagan's popularity plummeted. A 
Los Angeles Times poll found 78 per 
cent of those surveyed felt that the 
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deal involved a White House cover-up. 
Sixty per cent.felt it was as serious as 
the Watergate scandal that led to Presi­
dent Nixon's resignation. 

Khashoggi's involvement was first 
mentioned in Time magazine. In a 
Novemb'er 17, 1986, cover story 
about the scandal, the magazine refer­
red ;to him as a middleman for Israel 
in the deal. K.hashoggi immediately 
and vehemently denied this, telling a 
Spanish newspaper that such a state­
ment was 'not only a lie and a slander, 
but an insult to my Arab nationalism. 
I have worked for international arma­
ment firms for more than 15 years, 
but always in favour of my country 
and the Arab world'. 

In fact, Time had it just slightly 
wroni-; . It was not that Khashoggi had 
been working for the Israelis, who 
supplied the arms from their stocks 
of American-made weapons. It was 
that K.hashoggi had masterminded 
the entire deal and was therefore 
working for himself. 

That fact soon surfaced, too. On 
uctober 22, 1986, the New York 
Times reported in a page-one story 
that Khashoggi had been the major 
intermediary among Israel, Iran, and 
the US . On December 4, 1986, the 
newspaper called the Iran arms deal 
his 'brainchild'. 

Soon, every newspaper, magazine, 
and television news show in the coun­
try had named him as father of the 
arms sale, depicting his role in intri­
cate diagrams tracing the money flow. 
Major networks competed to put him 
on their shows. He made the cover of 
Time. Caricatures depicted him as an 
evil genius. And there was talk of a 
new dance : the Khashoggi shuffle. 

To those not familiar with Khasho­
ggi's way of doing business, it seemed 
as unbelievable as the arms sale itself. 
This rotund Arab, whose tastes ran 
to (US)$2 ,000-a-night call girls, had 
gotten the US to ship arms to a hostile 
nation and had created a national 
scandal that severely undermined con­
fidence in the Reagan Presidency. 

It began when Roy M Furmark, a 
gruff, goateed New York b·usinessman 
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who is a longtime associate ofKhasho­
ggi's, introduced him in London in 
January 1985 to Cyrus Hashemi, an 
Iranian arms merchant . Hashemi 
claimed to be a cousin ofHojatolislam 
Hashemi Rafsanjani, the Speaker of 
the Iranian Parliament. 

ON APRIL 1, 1985, Khashoggi and 
the cherub-cheeked Hashemi met 
again in London to form World Trade 
Groups, which had three purposes: 
to act as the agent in Iran for Cater­
pillar Inc of Illinois (US), to barter oil 
from Iran for commodities like paper 
pulp and food, and to export arms to 
Iran . K.hashoggi owned 45 per cent of 
the company, Hashemi 45 per cent , 
and Furmark - 10. 

According to sources involved in 
the negotiations, the idea from the 
start was to sell US arms to Iran. 
Hashemi had already done so in 1980 
and been indicted by the US Govern­
ment for violating laws against export ­
ing arms to a terrorist country. Kha­
shoggi, for his part , was aware that 
Israel, with tacit US approval, had 
been secretly shipping US arms to 
Iran since 1982. His intelligence 
sources told him also that the US was 
looking for ways to improve relations 
with Iran and might consider shipping 
arms. Furmark, a friend of CIA Direc­
tor William J Casey, told Khashoggi 
that Casey had said that the US al­
ready permitted sales of arms to Iran 
through other countries. 

On June 13, Hashemi introduced 
Khashoggi to Manucher Ghorbanifar , 
a trusted friend and adviser to the 
Iranian Prime Minister, Mir Hossein 
Mousavi. Ghorbanifar was in a posi­
tion to speak for the Iranian Govern­
ment, and he had been trying to work 
out some kind of deal with the US 
for months. In November 1984, a~ 
cording to The New York Times, 
the Iranian approached Theodore G 
Shackley, a former American intelli-
~ce officer, with an offer to trade 
the hostages for money. 

Nothing had come of these over­
tures, but no one had involved K.ha­
shoggibefore. For four days, the three 

men met at the Vier Jahreszeiten 
Hotel in Hamburg, West Germany, to 
iron out the business details. Day long 
negotiations took place in penthouse 
suites overlooking Alster Lake, and in 
Mercedes limousines en. route to ex­
pensive dinners complete with gor­
geous young women. There were side­
trips in Hamburg to late-night bars 
and a Persian rug sale. 

What emerged, according to sour­
ces, was the Iran arms deal, with plans 
to involve the Israelis, set up secret 
Swiss bank accounts, obtain bonds 
and letters of credit, trade arms for 
hostages as a way of establishing good 
faith, and solicit the approval of the 

By involving Israel, 
Khashoggi could help 
diffuse the hostility 

between Israel and her 
Arab neighbours and win 
support for the plan from 
the US. By doing a favour 

for the US, Khashoggi 
could win more friends for 
Saudi Arabia and enhance 

his own standing in 
all the countries. 

US Government. 
It is Likely that nobody else in 

the world could have pulled it off 
but K.hashoggi. 

BESIDES MAKING MONEY, he saw 
the deal as a way of making friends 
for Saudi Arabia and contributing to 
peace in the Middle East. Ostensibly, 
Saudi Arabia sided with Iraq in its 
war with Iran. But like many coun­
tries, it wanted to hedge its bets if it 
could be done secretly. In backing 
the deal through K.hashoggi, Saudi 
Arabia could buy insurance if Iran 
were to win the war. 

By involving Israel, Khashoggi 



could help diffuse the hostility bet­
ween Israel and her Arab neighbours 
and win support for the plan from 
the US. By doing a favour for the US, 
.Khashoggi could win more friends 
for Saudi Arabia and enhance his 
own standing in all the countries. 

On June 23, .Khashoggi dined with 
King Fahd at his palace and got his 
stamp of approval for the plan. Then 
.Khashoggi put up (US)$500,000 as 
the initial funding for World Trade 
Groups and promised more money to 
fmance the sales. But first, he needed 
US approval. 

On July 1, 1985, Khashoggi sent 
Mcfarlane a 49-page outline. of his 
efforts to make peace in the Middle 
East, along with a suggestion that the 
US work through him to establish 

Prince Sultan and King Fahd. 

closer ties with Iran. While the letter 
referred to his conversations with 
Ghorbanifar , it did not mention the 
idea of sending arms to Iran and thus 
failed to stir up any interest in 
the Government. 

Meanwhile, Khashoggi began lin­
ing up support forthe plan from the 
Israeli Government . 

"From the start, the Israeli con­
nection was recognised as the way to 
go," says a participant in the plan. 

Besides serving to disguise the true 
origin of the shipments, Israel could 
be an important ally in getting US 
Government co-operation. Israel had 
her own reasons for seeking a dia-

logue with Iran - concern about 
Jews in Iran and Israel's hostile rel­
ations with the Arab nation of Iraq. 
Instead of broaching the idea himself, 
Khashoggi could well use Israel as his 
emissary to the US. 

For some time, .Khashoggi had 
been dealing with the then Israeli 
Prime Minister Shimon Peres as part 
of his Middle East peace efforts. Kha­
shoggi also enlisted the help of two 
Israeli arms merchants who were old 
friends - Yaacov Nimrodi and Al 
Schwimmer, a close friend of Peres. 

WITH PERES' BLESSING, Kha­
shoggi met near the end of June in 
London with David Kimche, the 
Director of the Israeli Foreign Mini­
stry, Schwimmer, and Ghorbanifar. 

Khashoggi and Hashemi later met in 
Israel with Peres to go over the speci­
fics of how US arms could be ship­
ped to Iran through Israel. 

On July 3, Kimche flew to Wash­
ington to see Mcfarlane and urge 
contact with the Iranians, with the 
possibility that arms might become 
part of the opening. Through discus­
sions with Michael A I..edeen, an NSC 
consultant, Mcfarlane had already 
been considering changes in US po­
licy towards Iran. On July 14, another· 
emissary of Peres - apparently Sch­
wimmer - came to Washington to 
push the idea. 

In late July, I..edeen met in Israel 

with Ghorbanifar , Schwimmer, and 
Nimrodi. At the meeting, which was 
arranged by .Khashoggi, Ghorbanifar 
suggested that trading arms for host­
ages would help improve relations be­
tween Iran and the US. 

Then, on July 24, came .Khashog­
gi's fiftieth birthday and the lavish 
celebration in Marbella. As the par­
ties continued during the next two 
weeks on his yacht and in his home, 
.Khashoggi made a quick trip to 
Hamburg, where he met with Ghor­
banifar , Kimche, Schwimmer, and 
Nimrodi to firm up the plans for the 
arms sale . .Khashoggi also arranged 
for Ghorbanifar to meet with North 
and retired Air Force Major General 
Richard V Secord, who helped with 
setting up accounts at Credit Suisse 
Bank in Geneva . 

.Khashoggi returned to Marbella, 
only to fly off again to Riyadh to 
brief King Fahd. 

An associate who talked with 
.Khashoggi about his scheme said, 
"The way he said he justified it to 
the king was that it would be better 
to know our enemies. He .said if I fail, 
you can disown me anyway. He said 
that with a smile, like it was a fact 
of life. 

"To the Israelis, he said it would 
provide economic stability and peace 
in the area. To the US, he said it 
would provide stronger allies in the 
region - Iran and Israel and Saudi 
Arabia. It would combine Saudi mo­
ney with Israeli technology and ex­
pertise in handling public opinion." 

. Later , both Saudi Arabia and 
Khashoggi would deny that Saudi 
Arabia was involved in any way. But 
as an unofficial emissary of the king, 
.Khashoggi would never have hatched 
the plan without his backing and 
possible financial support. 

BY AUGUS~ KHASHOGGI and 
Hashemi had had a falling out over 
the amount of money Khashoggi 
would put intq_ the venture. Kha­
shoggi. knew that he did not need 
Hashemi anyw~y. Hashemi had intro­
duced him to Ghorbanifar, and now 
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he could deal direct. Hashemi retur­
ned K.hashoggi's (US)$500,000 , hop­
ing he could pull off the plan sQme 
other way. 

In fact , in another bizarre twist to 
the tale , Hashemi went o n, in Decem­
ber , I 985, to invo lve Samuel M 
Evans one of Khashoggi's lawyers, in 
a plan to sell (US)$2 billion in US 
arms to Iran . Already , having been 
charged by the US Government with 
illegally selling arms to Iran , Hashemi 
was looking for a way to get off the 
hook. In return for getting the char­
ges dropped he let the US Customs 
Bureau videotape him as he snared 
Evans and sixteen other individuals 
in the scheme. 

The videotapes show Evans and 

the others refusing to go along unless 
they received assurances that the US 
Government approved . After they re­
ceived what they thought were assur­
ances , they agreed to do the sale. 
They were then indicted by the Jus­
tice Department - the same Justice 
Department that knew that the US 
Government itself was covertly ship­
ping arms to Iran . 

In early August , Kimche met with 
McFarlane again and told him the 
Iranians wanted arms from the US 
and TOW missiles from Israel in re­
turn for the hostages . 

· On August 8, McFarlane and other 
US Government officials briefed Pre­
sident Reagan on the proposal. By 
McFarlane's account , Reagan suo sequ-
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ently approved the plan, despite ob­
jections from Secretary of State 
George P Shultz and Defence Secre­
tary Caspar W Weinberger. Reagan 
hoped the arms would bring about 
the release of William Buckley, CIA 's 
station chief in Beirut, who was being 
tortured by the Lebanese terrorists. 

With Nimrodi attending to the de­
tails on the Israeli side , the first ship­
ment of 508 TOW missiles arrived in 
Iran from Israel on September 13. 
Because Iran and the US did not 
trust each other, Khashoggi put up 
(US)$5 million to finance the ship­
ment. He paid the money to Israel, 

Reagan signed an 
intelligence finding, 

permitting the covert 
shipments to resume. The 
arms were to go directly 

from the CIA and the 
Pentagon to Iran, through 
Israel. Again, Khashoggi 
was asked to be banker, 
and he arranged a third 

shipment of 1,000 TOWs 
that cost (US) S 12 million. 

which had gotten the arms from the 
US . He was later repaid by Iran. 

The shipment prompted the re­
lease, not of Buckley, but of the Re­
verend Benjamin Weir , on September 
15. Unbeknownst to Reagan , Buck­
ley had already died at the hands of 
his captors. 

Frustrated by their inability to 
free all the hostages, the Americans 
decided to deal direct. In late Novem­
ber 1986, Mcfarlane had the CIA 
arrange a second shipment of 18 
HAWK missiles from Israel to Iran . 
But the Iranians complained that the 
missiles - disguised as oil-drilling 
parts - were not what they had order­
ed . No other hostages were released , 

and the administration cut off 
further shipments. 

IN EARLY JANUARY, 1986, Peres 
sent Amiram Nir , a senior Israeli of­
ficial , to Washington . He thought one 
more would free the hostages. 

On January 17., Reagan signed an 
intelligence fmding , permitting the 
covert shipments to resume . This 
time , the arms were to go directly 
from the CIA and the Pentagon to 
Iran, through Israel. Again, K.hashoggi 
was asked to be banker , and he ar­
ranged a thjrd shipment of 1,000 
TOWs that cost (US) $12 million . He 
charged another (US) $2 million for 
interest , expenses, and profit. The 
arms were sent on two chartered 
Boeing 707s on February 17 and I 8. 

It was the fourth shipment, on 
May 28, 1986, that created problems . 
Khashoggi paid (US)$ l 5 million tQ 
underwrite _the sale, placingthemoney 
in the Credit Suisse account of Lake 
Resources Inc , a Panamanian com­
pany set up for the purpose. Mcfar­
lane and North accompanied the first 
portion of the arms' shipment , bring­
ing along a Bible and a cake shaped 
like a key for the Iranian leaders . Mc­
farlane thought he would be return­
ing with the hostages; but the Iranians 
stalled again, demanding the rest of 
the arms before they would· release 
the hostages. 

With President Reagan's approval, 
the balance of the equipment was 
sent on August 3. But the Iranians , 
claiming they had been overcharged , 
paid only (US) $8 million. Meanwhile, 
some of the excess money for the 
arms.had been diverted by North to 
the Contras. 

Since Khashoggi was unhappy that 
he had not been fully reimbursed, 
the US Government did not ask Khas­
hoggi to handle the fifth and last ship­
ment of an additional 500 TOWs, 
which the CIA sent to Iran through 
Israel on October 29. 

Over the course of the effort, three 
hostages had been released , but three 
mo re had been taken, leaving the 
score the same as before the Iranians 



had received several hundred tons of 
US weapons. 
. By K.hashoggi's figuring , the Ira­
nians' payment of (US) $8 million 
left him (US) $ IO million short, since 
he had tacked on an extra (US) $3 
million to cover what he called 'ship­
ping and handling'. A January 29, 
1987 , report by the Senate Select 
Committee on Intelligence said Khas­
hoggi charged the Iranians interest of 
20 per cent for a one-month loan. 

As usual, K.hashoggi had not used 
his own money - the funds for the 
May shipment came from an Arab in­
vestor and two Canadians. 

ENTER THE SWAMI, or more pre­
cisely, His Holiness Shri Chandra 
Swami Jee Maharaj. For more than a 
year, the swami from New Delhi had 
been a frequent flier on K.hashoggi's 
planes. At parties, he was a great con­
versation piece and not only told for­
tunes, but claimed to heal people as 
well. As the spiritual leader of the 
Sultan of Brunei, he had something 
else to offer: access to the Sultan's 
large fortune. 

K.hashoggi had known the Sultan 
since the late 1970s, but their relation­
ship had cooled when the Sultan be­
gan doing deals with a former Khas­
hoggi employee. The swami represent­
ed another path to the Sultan and his 
oil-rich country, which has the highest 
per capita income in the world . 

More than six feet tall and weigh­
ing 250 pounds, the bearded swami 
has a red dot on his forehead and 
wears white silk robes. He speaks Urdu, 
a dialect written in Arabic, spoken by 
Muslims in India and Pakistan. He 
has his own right-hand man, Agarwal 
Kailash, who handles money matters 
and attends to the swami 's vast entour­
age of butlers, maids, and women. 

When the Iran affair began to un­
ravel, Furmark testified that Khas­
hoggi had gotten most of the (US) $15 
million for the fourth shipment from 
two Canadians - Donald WR Fraser , 
an accountant, and Walter E MiUer, a 
real estate developer. When the Ira­
nians refused to fully reimburse K.has-

hoggi, K.hashoggi told Furmark to tip­
off Furmark's friend, CIA Director 
Casey, that the Canadians might sue . 
That would blow the cover on the 
fact that money from the arms sale 
had been diverted to the Nicaraguan 
rebels - a scheme that was not part 
of Khashoggi's script anyway. 

The idea of tipping-off Casey -
which Furmark accomplished on Oct­
ober 7 - was a ruse by K.hashoggi to 
get his money back. The Canadians 
were not going to sue - because the 
money was not theirs. They were 
merely the money managers for the 
swami and, through him , the Sultan 

More than six feet tall and 
weighing 250 pounds, the 
bearded swami has a red 
dot on his forehead and 

wears white silk robes. He 
speaks Urdu. His right-hand 

man, Agarwal Kailash, 
handles money matten and 
attends to the swami's vast 
entourage ol butlers, maids, 

and women. 

of Brunei. 
The fact that a portion of the Iran 

arms deal was ultimately paid for by 
a swami and the Sultan of Brunei , was 
but another ludicrous aspect of an ill­
conceived scheme . Khashoggi knew 
that that plan would probably come 
out eventually and create a scandal , 
according to sources in his organisa­
tion . But he reasoned that it was not 
his concern if Reagan was gullible 
enough to believe that he could trade 
guns for hostages with the country 
that referred to the US as the 'Great 
Satan' . Nor was it his concern if Rea­
gan did not obtain proper approval 
for his actions from Congress . As a 
loyal Saudi citizen, h had ob tained 

approval from his king. As in most of 
his deals , Khashoggi 'had used o ther 
people's money to fi nance most of 
the sales anyway, and stood to lose 
very little. 

WHAT DID CX>NCERN KHASHOGGI 
was the possibility that Saudi Arabia 
might be implicated in approving the 
plan. Not only was Saudi Arabia sup­
porting Iraq in its war with [ran , it 
was also supposed to be the sworn 
enemy of Israel. To confuse everyone , 
K.hashoggi submitted to press inter­
views and wove fanciful tales about 
how the whole thing had started and 
his motives for doing it. 

"I was in Hamburg ," he told ABC­
TV's Barbara Walters in a flying inter-

view on board his DC-8 bound for 
Nice . "I was told there were carpets 
from Iran .. So I went to look at these 
carpets. There were ex-Shah carpets 
- beautiful - and the Government 
is selling them. The owner of the car­
pets invited me for lunch , and we 
made a nice little deal,'' he said . 

"At this lunch, there was this 
gentleman , whose name was Ghor­
banifar , who is the one who present­
ed himself as head of the European 
intelligence for the Prime Minister 
of Iran ," he said. " He took me aside 
and started telling me how awful 
the continuing war in the Middle East 
and the conflict between Iraq and Iran 
were. and added that too much blood 
had been shed for six years. and 
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he was talking language that I could 
understand a~ accept. It was really 
seeking peace, in a sense, in the area." 

As 40 FBI agen ts assigned to 
lrangate watched , Khashoggi said that 
the meetings initially had nothing to 
with arms, but rather peace in the 
Middle East; that he involved Israel so 
it could check out Ghorbanifar for 
the US· that Saudi Arabia had nothing 
to do with it ; and that he ultimately 
lost money on the deal. 

In fact , the trip to look at rugs 
was but a one-hour diversion during 
four days of heavy business negotia­
tions. Over time, Khashoggi expected 
to make hundreds of millions of dol­
lars in commissions on the sales. If 
the arms deal did not quite . turn out 
that way, Khashoggi already had other 
deals going. Secretly, his aides had 

been meeting with deposed Philippine 
President Ferdinand Marcos in Hawaii 
to help him dispose of some of his hid 
den assets, including four office build­
ings in New York . 

IN THE LONG RUN, the publicity 
was great for Khashoggi's business. 
After all, what could be a better 
advertisement for his services than 
the fact that he had orchestrated the 
shipment of US arms to Iran? But it 
also called attention to his latest mo­
ney crunch - the worst in his career 
- and in doing so, aggravated it. 

Khashoggi had always operated on 
the edge, leveraging his deals as much 
as possible. Bankers were only too 
happy to lend money to the man-re­
puted to be the richest man in the 
world. The fact that he operated in 
so many countries means his balance 
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sheets did not always list his liabili­
ties. So long as he continued to get 
new , billion-dollar arms deals, the 
strategy worked, and his wealth grew. 

But in 1985, Khashoggi was trying 
to make a place for himself in history 
by seeking to bring peace to the Mid­
dle East , the constant theme of his 
seasonal greetings cards. Instead of 
attending to business, he was shutt­
ling to see heads of state. In May 
1985 alone, he flew to seventeen 
countries in his effort to bring the 
hostilities to an end. 

With his income from the arms 
deals falling, he began drawing mo­
ney from his investments , which had 
never made much money anyway . 
From his Triad America Corp in Salt 
Lake City , he drew more than (US) 
$100 million to cover incidentals. Al-

ready highly leveraged , tne Salt Lake 
Project was in no position to absorb 
the loss. 

By the beginning of 1987, the 
whole amazing enterprise - once 
thought to be worth (US) $1 billion, 
and a sterling asset to pass along to 
his children - was re_vealed in court 
to have (US) $500 left in the bank. 
Some 47 lawsuits seeking (US)$100 
million in allegedly unpaid debts had 
been filed against the company. 

Emanuel A Floor , the manager of 
the project , said many US developers 
were having problems at the time, 
and few used their own cash to re­
scue their projects . 

"HE'S A BUSINESSMAN, not a phi­
lanthropist ," said Floor ofKhashoggi. 
"It's not all done with his cash. The 
deals are leveraged . That 's the way real 

estate is done. If the cash is due at the 
wrong time, it causes problems." 

But this did not mollify Salt Lake 
City citizens, who had come to think 
of Khashoggi as a local hero and now 
considered him a fraud. 

Salt Lake Mayor Palmer DePaulis 
told the press, "I understand he 
(Khashoggi) is reputed to be the 
world's richest person . I think the 
question we have is, here's this guy 
flying around in a gold-plated plane 
... so why can't he make good on 
his deb ts?" 

Even the local ballet company had 
come up short: Because of a promised 
(US)$150,000 contribution from 
Khashoggi, Ballet West had been able 

The DC-8's space-age lounge. 

to obtain a bank loan so it could 
perform Abdallah at the Kennedy 
Centre in Washington . But Khashoggi 
gave the ballet company only (US) 
$50,000, leaving the ballet's general 
manager with his signature on the 
bank iiote . 

Khashoggi's response was unchar­
acteristically arrogant: "They loaned 
the money against the collateral, the 
Triad Centre," he told Time. "Now 
they hear rumours about my cash­
flow problems and call the loans. l 
am not going to bring in cash from 
other businesses to pay the bankers . 
The collateral is all they will get if 
they persist." 

In late January 1987 , Khashoggi's 
Triad America Corp asked for pro-



tection from its creditors under Cha­
pter 11 of the federal bankruptcy 
li!WS. 

Meanwhile, many of Khashoggi's 
other investments had turned sour. 
He had hoped to build a (US) $ 1 bil­
lion development in Houston, where 
he owned 2 1 acres of prime land near 
the Galleria section. With Houston's 
economy in a shambles, he had to get 
rid of the property at fire sale prices. 
Other dreams - a (US)$ I billion pro­
ject in China - never, really got off 
the ground . 

As the world 's consummate nego­
tiator , Khashoggi sometimes thought 
that bills co uld be negotiated too. At 
gambling casinos, he sometimes offer­
ed to pay a percentage of his astrono­
mical debts and fou nd he was wel­
comed back , if only because he brou­
ght other high-rollers with him 

WITH HIS ACCOUNT ANTS in Ge­
neva scrambling to pay bills, Kha­
shoggi began applying the same prin­
ciple to some of his other debts. It 
was not working . In particular, he 
became embroiled in a fe ud with Bri­
tish industrialist Roland (Tiny) Row­
land , who had extended loans to him 
beginning in the spring of 1985 . 

At first, the two men were talking 
about doing business together, and 
there were the usual grandiose plans. 
When Khashoggi asked for a(US)$2.5 
million loan in August 1985, Row­
land agreed to it. Soon after, Row­
land's London-based Lonrho PLC , a 
trading and mining conglomerate, ad­
vanced three additional loans totalling 
(US)$5 million . In addition , Lonrho 
bought Khashoggi's Safari Club in 
Kenya for (US)$3 million. 

Then all the plans came to nothing , 
and Rowland was left with the loans 
that Khashoggi was not paying back. 
"Tiny felt K.hashoggi had made a fool 
of him," says a friend . 

Failing to pay the servants in Mar­
bella for three months was one thing. 
But taking on the chief executive of 
one of the largest companies in Great 
Britain was something else. Rowland 
became determined to seize Kha-

shoggi's most visible assets in o rder to 
embarrass him and get his attention'. 
In January 1987, he got French au­
thorities to impound first Khashoggi's 
DC-9 and then his DC-8 at Le Bour­
get Airport in Paris , to help satisfy 
the debts still outstanding . 

But Khashoggi claimed Rowland 
owed him money from other deals. 
Four days after the DC-8 was im­
pounded, he got it back, having pla­
ced what he said was (US) $7 .5 mil­
lion in an escrow account in a British 
court until the matter co uld be 

. finally resolved. 
Through it all, Khashoggi appear­

ed unruffled . After all, he had been 
through cash crunches before and 

With ce,etmty Joan Collins. 

had always risen to be even richer 
than ever. As far back ~s 1972, a 
fo rmer Khashoggi financial man says, 
Khashoggi 's executives learned to 
stash extra money in bank accounts 
used for paying their salaries, so they 
always had two or three months of 
payroll to protect themselves. 

"They've had financial crisis after 
financial crisis, but of course they've 
,always been solved," says the former 
Khashoggi financial man. ''Then you 
get the next Lockheed contract, and 
the big (US) $30 million commission 
would come through, and whew! 
Everything's solved. They would go · 
away and gamble the money away in 
Las Vegas and so on. Then the next 

financial crisis would come up ." 
By the traditional measure of 

wealth - net worth - Khashoggi cle­
arly was no longer the world 's richest 
man. Yet his goal had never been to 
accumulate wealth but to enjoy it. 
By that measure , he continued co be 
the richest man in the world , spend­
ing money that he got from existing 
arms contracts at almost the same 
rate as before. 

IN OCTOBER 1986 , he threw a 
party for Elizabeth Taylor in Los 
Angeles , where he introduced her to 
the swami , then new them both to 
Las Vegas . But after the publicity 
broke in ovember 1986, over his 
starring role in the Iran arms deal , 
there was little tin1e to play charming 
host. He had to cancel plans to spend 

• the Christmas holidays in the US, 
where he was about to put down 
(US) $80,000 deposit to rent twelve 
condominiums in Aspen , Colorado 
for himself and his guests . 

Instead , Khashoggi had sixty fri­
ends and fan1 ily members over for 
Christmas at his Marbella home , which 
had been transformed into a Moorish 
palace: The chandeliers had been 
draped in white leaves and red stre­
amers, and the ceiling of his 50-foot­
high gazebo had been covered with 
shin1mering gold and silver spangles. 

For dinner , servants heaved great 
silver salvers of lobster thermidor an.ct 
pheasant with apples. For the child­
ren, there was a magic show featuring 
live doves , as well as hand-painted 
Cinderella-like carriages for them to 
ride around in. His first wife, Soraya, 
and his second wife, Lan1ia , both 
posed for family pictures. 

With an estimated (US)$30 billion 
being spent on global arms exports 
each year , Khashoggi knew that he 
would continue to get his share. Be­
sides being the world's pre-eminent 
arms dealer , he was an unofficial emi­
ssary of the House of Saud , and part­
ner with many of its key members. 
As long as they ruled Saudi Arabia , 
Khashoggi would be fabulously 
rich. + 
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I1 R DHARANIDHAR GANG UL Y was showing his 
guests around the house . His laughter rang out as he 
escorted them downstairs. He had been given to fre­

quent bursts of laughter lately ; he had every reason to feel 
pleased with himself, h;ving finally achieved success after 
a lifetime of hard struggle. Now, he was enjoying the fruits 
of his labour at a ripe old age. 

This could not be wholly attributed to Lady Luck . Peo­
ple work hard, some achieve a measure of success, but Luck 
always plays a major role. Often , success is obtained at a 
price - the sacrifice of one's ideals. 

I But Dharanidhar Ganguly's story is an exception - one 

I in a million. He had achieved exactly what he had set out 
J to do by shrewdly calculating each and every step,just like 

the house he had built. He made no compromises. Like a 
master potter , he had shaped his destiny with his own 
hands. Luck had no part in his elaborate scheme - he never 
let chance interfere in his well-plotted moves. Like a chess 
master , he moved his chess men according to his design. 
There was nothing haphazard about his moves. 

This might sound fantastic, but those who have known 
Dharanidhar would vouchsafe for this. They would tell 
you about the old hand-machine press he had owned in a 
dingy lane ... He used to do low-paid job s then , but was 
l1appy , as his dreams extended well beyond the dead -e nd 
alley. People used to say, "Don't work so hard , Dharani . 
You will only make yourself ill. After all, your health 
comes first ... " 

The subject of their concern, thin and haggard even in 
his youth, was amused. He never bothered about his health. 
Even when he was young he had not enjoyed the emot ions 
of youth. He knew that life "and work , for him, were just 
beginning. The old, faded signboard for the hand-press 
still lay in some corner of the huge type foundry he now 
owned . He had not thrown it away, nor did he become 
sentimental over it. That was the kind of man Dharanidhar 
Ganguly was. 

His business prospered as his health declined. He had 
been like this ever since his hand-press days. His friends . 
wondered how he managed - for them it was a miracle, 
but Dharanidhar had it all well-thought out, long ago. 

Patience, perseverance , and hard work lay behind it all. 

Translated fru·m the Benxali original by Fnakshi Chatterjee. 

ILLUSTRATION BY SISIR DATTA 



One does hear of similar success stories, but Dharanidhar's 
well-regulated life would exasperate any biographer. It was 
so perfect, so controlled, with no gaps anywhere, and no 
room for speculation. 

AS HE DESCENDED the majestic marble staircase with his 
guests - his clients and fellow businessmen - he spoke 
with the happiness of a contented man. "I am getting too 
old to look after everything," he confessed, but with 
evident pride . 

" Oh , I see! So things are going ·to run by themselves!" 
retorted Prasanta Babu of Aurora Trading, sarcastically. 
"Oh no, no - Arun looks after everything! I just don't 
know what I would have done without him. You'd be 
surprised to know .. . " 

But it came as no surprise. They had heard about the 
efficiency of his son , Arun , all too often. Arun was Dharani­
dhar's only weakness. For the last five years, ever since his 
son had joined him in his business , they were tired of hear­
ing 'how clever', 'how practical', and 'how business-orient ­
ed ' he was. He even corrected his father! In short, Dharani­
dhar depended on Arun for everything. Within his crusty 
exterior, he had a soft spot for his son ; he was proud of 
him . Now that his life was on the wane , and all the tasks 
he had set out to do were accomplished, he found fulfil­
ment through Arun. 

Now , every night , after the press closes , he waits for 
Arun in his office, with enthusiastic expectancy. Arun , 
after having finished his paper work , comes to join him. 
He looks more like his mother, tired and dishevelled. 
Dharanidhar notices this , but never worries. Overwork 
never did anyone any harm. It had nol llllrmed him and 
would not harm Arun either, as he had a strong constitu­
tion. It was his go0d fortune that he did not take after 
his sickly father. 

Meeting in the deserted office ohe night , they had talked 
about the day 's transactions ; wholly business discussions , 
but they sounded as sweet as honey to Dharanidhar's ears. 
These chats were his greatest luxury ; the time spent toge­
ther , most precious. 

"I do not think we will re-do the ten -point antique de­
sign after all ," said Arun. 

" But I think it should be changed, although there's no 
time," his father remonstrated. 

"Let's wait for the Ballav Company's new set. It 's going 
to be out in the market in a few days." ,,, 

DHARANIDHAR, pleased with his son's wisdom , smiled. 
Although it was exactly what he had had in mind , he liked 
to hear his son voice his own thoughts . "I am sitting tight 
on the order from Bengal Prince," continued Arun. 

" But you must not. They called me twice today - it is 
very urgent." 

"They haven't cleared their previous bills ," said Arun 
rather tersely. 

"Let it be. It does not matter. They are never conscien-

By Premendra Mitra 
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tious about payments. Be~ides, they are good customers." 
"They used_ to be so, once upon a time. But now tht:y 

are running at. a loss." 
"Things might improve. They are a good company of 

long standing," pleaded his father. . 
"Don't be so sure. I have heard that they were unable 

to meet the orders from the Ghosh Brothers. There is also 
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work _himself. But, to ask him to leave .. . 
Never' mind. Arun understood these things better ; he 

never made any allowances for laxity . And that is how it 
should be. He would not budge an inch. After having talked 
about a few more business details, he rose to go. The car 
was waiting at the gate , and Arun saw him to it, but did 
not get in. "I'll come later, father," he explained. 

Dharanidhar was disappointed. He would have liked to 
have enjoyed his son's company for a little while longer, 
during dinner, until they went to bed. His wife had been 
dead a long time now and Arun was all he had. Of course , 
his days had been full of work until Arun had taken the 
reins. Now, he felt lonely . For quite a while, Arun had not 
been accompanying him home - he never asked, but he 
knew why. He could not bring himself to ask him - he 
had never done so before, and he would not now . . . 

PRESENTLY, HE TOOK the guests down to the spacious , 
well-furnished parlour . It spoke of money and taste . 

Prasanta Babu, an arch-rival and a connoisseur of art, 
could not help feeling a little envious. Modern interior decor 
in the home of Dharani Ganguly ... he smiled to himself. 
"This colour scheme is lovely," he commented politely. 

"Arun's idea entirely. You know , he was quite artistic 
as a boy. But I gave him no encouragement. .. What is the 
use? Then, he decided to give up painting; it was his own 
decision." Dharani smiled smugly. 

He wanted his guests to stay longer, to meet Arun. 
Normally, he would have been home by now, especially 
since today" was a special occasion - not only because it · 
was a house-warming party, but also because he had a sur­
prise in store for his son. He was ready to accept his first 
defeat. For the first time in his life, he was going to act 
against his principles. But he did not mind doing so and 
he wanted Arun to be aware of that. 

When he had first learnt that his son kept secrets from 
him, he was hurt and he felt betrayed. Naturally, Arun 
felt shy to confide in him, but Dharanidhar had hoped 
that the affair would be nipped in the bud. He had his own 
plans for Arun. Wealth he had in abundance , but prestige 
was what he sought. He wanted Arun to gain social prestige 
by forming an alliance with the Rays of Nayangarh. 

Even though they were not as rich as they used to be, 
the Rays still commanded respect. Their patriarch, Deb­
kishore Ray, wasafrequen"t visitor to Dharanidhar's house. 
This had given rise to gossip about an impending marriage 
between the two families, but Dharanidhar pretended to 
disregard such rumours. He used to say that they were just 
good friends. Nevertheless, he had dropped a subtle hint , 
and Debkishore saw nothing wrong in that, although he 
was not .quite so enthusiastic about the proposal. Negotia­
tions had continued until Arun had decided to take his 
fature in his own hands. 

IT WAS TRIGGERED OFF with the following incident: 
Suren, a distant relative, had come to Arun for a job. After 



their meeting , he. kad ·insisted on inviting Arun over to his 
place . Dharanidhar had thought nothing of it. Yet , that 
night, when Arun came home, he found that he had no 
i.nclination to eat. "They did not listen to me," he com­
plained. "I had to eat. And , as I can't stand ceremony , this 
is going to be my last visit to that house ." Then, after a 
short pause he added, "But she is a good cook. Better than 
our Govardhan." 

"Does Suren have a daughter? I thought he had a son ... 
Well, it has been such a long time ... " 

" He has two. The eidest is quite grown up ." 
"Did she cook?" . 
"Who else would? The mother is ill,' and they can't 

afford a cook." " . 
That was the end of the· ma,tter, or so Dharanidhar had 

thought. Later, when he ' learnt that Arun visited them 
regularly , he was surprised not b'ecause of the visits, but 
because of the secrecy surrounding them. 

As the days went by, he grew more and more worried . 
Would Arun thwart his plans for him? He had once.thought 
of giving Suren a piece of his mind, but had refrained from 
doing so. It was against his principles to say no to his son. 
That was not the way 'he had reared him. And if Arun dis­
covered that he was trying to interfere, he would not take 
it welL So , fet time take its course, he decided. He was pre­
pared to wait and see .. . 

THEN, SUDDENLY, a thought struck him - it was like a 
revelation . Why stop Arun at all? All his life , he had Jet 
reason rule over passion ,.but why must Arun follow in his 
foot-steps? To hell with social prestige! If he finds happi­
ness by doing things his own way-, then let him . He had 
seen the girl and approved - she would be able to adjust. 

He was planning to break this news to his son, but where 
was he? One by one, the guests departed. And .. Dharani 
continued to wait. He had to talk to Arun . 

. Arun carrie home quite late, looking e·xhausted. Dharani: 
dhar thought he was working too hard, more than was · 
necessary. He must take a long vacation after his wedding; . 
he thought. Yes, he would see to that. "You are late , Arun. 
Prasanta Babu and the others were waiting for you." 

"I'm sorry, father ." Tired , Arun collapsed on a sofa. "I 
have to tell you something." / 

"What is it?" Dh;~rani inquired , smiling knowingly to 
himself. Now that he had prepared himself to accept his 
son's confession, he was all ears. 

"I have taken over the Managing Directorship of Bengal 
Printers," declared Arun. "Negotiation's had been going on 
for some timed have had everything checked - there· are 
not too m~y liabilities - and today, it was all finalised . 
Of course, the meeting was stormy." 

His new·s took a while to register in his father's mind . . 
He stared at Arun, stunned. They talked about Bengal 
Printers for sometime and for the first 'time in his life , 
Dharanidhar did not find their talking shop so interesting. 
Still anxious about 'his son's matrimonial plans, he came 

straight to the point. 
"Let 's ask Suren to move in to our old house ." 
"Which Sureh ... ? Oh , I see! But why?" 
"It does not look right.Just think of his miserable house 

in that dirty lane!" 
"But that 's where1they have been living for years - they 

can' t afford a better house!" 
Dharanidhar was fed up with this cat-and-mouse game. 

The time had come , he felt , to spell it out. "Precisely ," he 
said . "Since they cannot afford a better house, we have to 
see to it that they get one ." Pausing, he added, "The eldest 
daughter would be highly suitable fo r you. A very nice girl." 

ARUN'S FACE LIT UP, but only for a second. He sat still 
without saying a word. Presently, he looked up. He had a 
tired but determined expression on his face. 

"But that 's not possible," he spluttered. 
"Why not?" It was Dharanidhar's turn to be upset. 
"The difference in our social status. You can't ignore 

that!" exclaimed Arun. 
" But that should not matter," said his father, rather 

bewildered. "And I am willing to give you my consent." 

"No , I'm sorry , fa ther, it just won't work out. I have 
given it some thought." 

As he stood up to leave, he smiled, " I met Debkisbore 
Babu today. They own some shares in Bengal Printers - he 
was present at the meeting." · 

Dharani looked at him , his expression quite blank. 
It should make me happy, he thought to himself, very, 

very happy indeed. . . + 
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Remember "Ganga" - "The River of 
India", "Calcutta" and several other 
pictui:e books of exquisite beauty? Well, 
those books were produced by the 
Perennial Press, which also owns the 
Nalanda. Perennial Press is now 
producing, for 1988, an Executive Diary 
which we hope you will like - and use 
next year. Bound in black silk, as also in 
bonded leather, the 232 page Diary is 
produced in 101/4'' x 111/4'' size, on 
excellent writing quality paper. 53 pages 
are devoted to reproduce 53 rare Glass . 
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placed to break the 52 weeks in the year. 
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The Diary carries two-colour maps of 
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Territories of the Union of India, Air 
distances for international destinations/ 

flying times, Domestic air distances, 1 

Domestic road distances, International 
entry and exit/requirements/regulations, 
Domestic airports, telephone~, distance 
from towns, International airports, 
distance from cities , Airlines offices in 
major cities, Indian airlines domestic 
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and comes to you with a gift of a 
small 6.8" x 3.2" lady's diary in gold. We 
will print your company's name free of 
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Outstation orders will be fulfilled by 
Registered Post: (at Nalanda's cost) the 
Diary and the gift of Lady's Diary will be 
securely packed in a crush-proof box. 
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-on cheques drawn on banks outside 
Bombay. Nalanda accepts full 
responsibility for delivering posted 
copies in mint condition. 
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