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Time to take a decision for Pakistan: Welfare of
quake victims or F16’s?

October 8 earthquake has devastated few regions of Pakistan, it needs a massive

amount of capital for relief and welfare operations

The massive earthquake
in Pakistan has left a deep
wound which would take
a long time to heal. This
earthquake on October 8%
measured 7.6 on the Rich-
ter scale and was one of
the worst quake in the
region.

This quake left thousands
dead and almost an equal
number of persons injured
and homeless. It not only
wiped out an entire gen-
eration but also left a
number of children or-
phaned, with an uncertain
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condition. The quake has
completely destroyed hos-
pitals, schools, prisons,
offices and homes in the
region.

The condition in quake
affected regions is really
bad and an in hospitable
terrain is making it diffi-
cult to provide relief ma-
terial to those affected by
the earthquake.

Donors all over the world
are being urged to keep
money flowing to the
United Nations appeal for

Airforce provides aid to Pakistan

earthquake-hit Pakistan
because aid operations
there depend on their do-
nations.

Pakistan needs
an average of
$50 million a

month

UN aid agencies in Pa-
kistan need an average $50
million a month to help
people affected by the
devastating October 8

(Continued on pg 3)
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CHECKLIST OF
VISITORS

Prime Minister of Fiji
Laisenia Qarase &
October 10 to 16
Russian Defence Minister
Sergei Ivanov
October 15 to 17 &
Mexican Under Secretary
for Foreign Affairs B -
Lourdes Aranda Bezaury =
October 17 to 21

US Under-Secretary of
State for Political Affairs
Nicholas Burn. £

October 20 to 22 &

Commerce Minister of
Romania
Ioan Codrut Seres
October 22 to 24 =

Prime Minister of Mauritius
Navinchandra Ramgoolam
October 23 to 30
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EERSPECTIVE

Anil Chopra

Editor, Imprint

Conviction

I met a Kashmiri political activist recently and I was told point blank by this Kashmiri
Pandit whose concern is of course not only the Kashmiri Pandits but equally Kashmir, his
homeland, with Muslims, Buddists, Christians, agnostics and Hindus too, that India till today
despite all the wars and the army troops and all the verbal support from New Delhi on
all international forums has not properly communicated that Kashmir is India. Period. All
said and done the Kashmiri pandits at least still feel India has not conveyed with conviction
that Kashmir and all its people are India. If the Hindus feel that way its not surprising to
know why the others will not get the same feeling and be encouraged as a result. So if
this is really true then our foreign policy is still not determined enough nor is it clear, there
is no leadership and no vision in resolving the one problem persisting true independence.
A problem once resolved we all know that will lead India into a period of liberation. Easier

said than done. But we do have a clear-cut task in determining how exactly we can convey
the conviction of Kashmir is India in the mind of all Indians and the government. Ironically
the answer in the mind of the Kashmiri Pandit I met is that if this message is to be
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communicated then there is only one way, completely ignore any rights of any other party
whether they be a neighbour or the Kashmiri people themselves. Nobody at all must be
acknowledged as having any position to even discuss the subject of Kashmir. This is what
the Kashmiri people want, whether they be Muslims, Hindus, Buddists, Christians, or agnostics.
They want to believe that they belong to India.

The earthquake in Kashmir is the saddest tragedy to happen now to a people homeless
metaphorically and now hundreds of thousands actually homeless. US$ 6 billion has been
delivered to Pakistan. The world refers Pervez Musharraf as a moderate ally, who must get
the aid to distribute to the radical Islamic terrorist organisations who are benefiting in reaching
the aid personally to the quake hit regions. The Kashmiri Pandit I met in fact was not too
happy that in the time of disaster even India was trying to reach out to Pakistan on account
of Kashmir. It was alright that an Air Force plane delivers aid to Pakistan to alleviate suffering
of ones neighbours but to think that a disaster would resolve the Kashmir problem was asking
for sympathy, almost. If India thinks that tragedy will demoralise extremist religious based
terrorism it is sad. Will the Muslims see the earthquake as a hand of God sending a message
against the war in the name of God? This is a hope and question that is too far fetched.
In Aceh in Indonesia it seems the Muslims have understood exactly this. In any case if India
is hoping to see a blessing in disguise in the tragedy to resolve conflict or the suffering
of the Kashmiri people then, the world too seems to
see it this way. Except the Kashmiri people themselves
don’t see it this way. It is dismaying to them. That
India’s conviction is still not determined enough, to stir
hope in such tragic situations to redeem their pledge
to their own homeland. How do we convey the
conviction of our policy? Just one way as the Kashmiri
pandit believes — Very seriously without friendship.
Period.

Anil Chopra, Hditor & Publisher

The brief for imprint is India’s international economic relations, and India’s foreign policy
impacting economic development, as also the imprint of India globally, arising from the

actions of our government. And of Indians in their achievements -internationally.
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quake. According to a UN
official “We need money to
be able to keep working,
and above all to be able

Quake victims being airlifted

to keep saving lives. “The
UN aid agencies are cur-
rently working hand to
mouth with the money they
have. Obviously, if the aid
dries up or the money stops
coming in, it’s like a house
of cards. Everything could
fall apart,” she said.

Aid workers say more
needs to be done if relief
is to be brought to thou-
sands of people in stricken
isolated mountain villages
before the oncoming Hi-
malayan winter makes it
almost impossible to reach
them. The funding short-
fall also makes it tough for
the UN to plan longer term
aid efforts. At present, the
top donors to the UN appeal
so far are Sweden, Nor-
way, the United States and
Canada.

At this moment of ex-
treme difficulty, Pakistan
and India are harnessing
the mood of cooperation
and are trying to provide
relief on both sides of the
border. India, within hours
of the quake offered help
to Pakistan. Reports say

that a planeload of blan-

kets, medicines and other
survival gear was kept

ready to be despatched.

Pakistan was initially hesi-
tant to accept the aid but
later on accepted it. How-
ever aid was accepted in
certain forms and formats.
Or in other words, Paki-
stan imposed limits on In-

Pakistan needs to deal with the problem of homeless first

dian aid mainly to calm

down the opposition.
World leaders are pro-

nouncing that the two ri-

vals should use the tragedy
to begin rebuilding trust
eroded by decades of con-
flict over the disputed
Himalayan region. These
leaders believe that it is a
good opportunity which

Time to take a decision for Pakistan . . . .

should be utilised to re-
solve the Kashmir issue.

Opening of border cross-
ings is being described as
a good first step but it
is being penned in the
media that Islamabad
and Delhi need to make
more gestures to bring
lasting peace.

Various national and
international donor
agencies from all over
the world are trying to
pitch in their efforts.
United Nations has been
called upon to immedi-
ately scale up its aid
operations on the
ground in Pakistan and
for international donors
to properly fund the aid
response.

This earthquake has
really opened a debate
that is it sensible for Pa-
kistan to purchase such
F16 and other war toys
when it is requesting for
aid from people all over
the world?

imprint
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Reviving cultural connections: Indian leader of
India explores energy: The Indian Petroleum and Natural opposition L K Advani shakes hands with Laisenia
gas Minister Mani Shankar Aiyar talks with Viset Qarase, Prime Minister of Fiji. Qarase came on a '
Choopiban. Indian Firms have been invited by Thailand seven day visit to India in the mid of October.

for oil and gas exploration in its offshore region. India
is also likely to set up CNG distribution network for the
automobile sector.

Taking stock of
securities:
Chairman,

Securities and

Exchange Board,

of India M
Damodaran(r)
with John

Thain, CEO New
York Stock
Exchange

during a
function
organized by
Cll in Mumbai
in October.

VN

How can India help? Commerce Minister
Kamal Nath (I) meets with the Commerce
Minister of Romania, loan Codrut Seres in
New Delhi on 24" October 2005.

{ Indian Minister
of External
Affairs Rao
Indarjit Singh
shakes hands
with Lourdes
Aranda
Bezaury,
Mexican Under
Secretary for
Foreign Affairs.

Aranda

Bezaury. o

Mexican Under

Secretary Building up defence: Indian Defence Minister Praneb
visited India in Mukherjee with his Russian Counterpart Sergei a
the end of Ivanove. The Russian Defence Minister visited India in
October. the mid of October.
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It is the time for Indo-US technology Cooperation: Kapil
Sibbal, India’s minister for science and technology (L)
with US secretary of state Condoleezza Rice(r). India
and US kept aside their differences on Intellectual
Property Rights and signed an agreement to promote
science and technology cooperation. The agreement
was signed in Washington in the mid of October.

Energizing Indo-Fiji relations: Indian Minister of
State for Tourism Renuka Choudhury with
Foreign Affairs and External Trade Minister of
Fiji. The occasion was the signing of an

' agreement in New Delhi on 11" of October.

Petro-talks with
the BP chief:
Indian Petroleum
Minister Mani
Shankar Aiyar
with the group
Chief Executive
of BP on the
occasion of
signing of a
letter of intent.
The letter of

Intent was

signed in New India’s Director General of BSF R S

Delhi on 13 Mooshahari with his BDR counterpart J A
October 2005. Choudhury. The two heads of Para Military

forces met on 31 September 2005.

. Meeting with the ’

Platinum Chips of
Indian society:
Infosys Chairman
Narayan Murthy
(extreme 1) with
John Thain, CEO of
New York Stock
Exchange, Nandan
Nilekani. of Infosys
Technologies and
India’s top
industrialist Rahul
Bajaj at .a lunch
during John Thain’s
visit to India in the
mid of October.

imprint NOVEMBER 2005 5
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Welcoming the neighbour: Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh with the Prime Minister of Mauritius,
Navinchandra Ramgoolam. Prime Minister of Mauritius
came to India in the month of October.

“

< India spreads its light Prime Minister of Mauritius,

of culture: Michael Navinchandra Ramgoolam (I) with his
Bloomberg (L), New wife Veena. PM of Mauritius was
York City Mayor presented with a bust of Mahatma
lights up a lamp to Gandhi. - Navinchandra Ramgoolam
inaugurate the Diwali visited India in the month of October.

festival, In the centre
is Nelom Deo, India’s
Consular General to
New York. On the
right is Andy Shenoy,
President Indo-US
Promotion group.

a pE-N

Mexico’s Deputy Minister of Foreign relations Lourdes Thinking about complex state of current international
Aranda Bezaury (Centre) Flanked by Mexican Ambassador political Affairs: Indian Foreign Secretary Shyam Saran
to India Rogelio Granguillhome (l). On the right is with Nicholas Burn, US Under-Secretary of state for
Professor R. Narayanan, national Fellow CSSR, Aranda Political  Affairs. Burn visited India in the end of
Bezaury visited India in the month of October. October.
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Left parties are Iran’s new found friends in India

India has voted against
Iran and the left parties in
India have virulently criti-
cized the government for
its anti-Iran vote at the
IAEA, which could result
in Tehran being brought
before the United Nations
Security Council over its
nuclear program, and have
threatened to launch coun-
trywide agitation

So Tehran has a new

‘ (W i

friend that is
India’s left par-
ties, on whose
support the Con-
gress Party-led
Manmohan Singh govern-

ment survives. As per
media reports in the month
of October, senior Iranian
diplomats in the
capital have been
meeting with left
party leaders,
praising their
stand as well as
impressing on
them that pressure
should be built on
the government ahead of

the November 25 IAEA
board meeting that will
decide whether Iran should
be referred to the UN for
possible sanctions. As
printed in the Indian
media, Tehran is also look-
ing to develop bonds with
other political outfits in
India.

Now time only will tell
whether this will help Iran
in the future or not.

Admiral Arun Prakash
® visits Yokosuka base

The ties between India
and US are increasingly

0

Admiral Arun Prakash

become strong. Latest evi-
dence of these blooming
ties was Naval Chief Admi-
ral Prakash’s visit to the
US Naval base in Yokosuka,
Japan. Indian Naval Chief
made this visit in the be-
ginning of October.

It was the first time that
an Indian Naval Chief was
on a visit to this naval
base. As per media re-
ports, Yokosuka has a
strength of around 20,000
American military and Ci-
vilian personnel. It also
has an amphibious battle
group and an aircraft car-
rier.

India worried:
another lobby

India has earlier hired
the services of lobbyist firm
Barbour Griffiths and
Rogers. However India is
anxious about its nuclear
deal and to be on the safer
side has hired another law
firm. In mid-October India
signed on Venable LLP
which is America’s top law
firm.

This move of India is
primarily to woo Demo-
crats who are not in favour
of the Indo-US Nuclear
deal. Although India has
the support of President
Bush, in the wake of the
reducing popularity of the
American president, it is

Decides to hire
firm in US

necessary for India to gain
the support of the Demo-
crats, if it wants to see the
materialization of the Indo-
US Nuclear deal.

Free trade: Is it really beneficial?

World Bank in one of its
report states that the ben-
efits of the free trade are
much below the estimates

At present every body in
the world talks about free
trade Countries scrambling
with each other to sign
free trade agreements,
hoping that it will some
how benefit their economy.
However, it is a big ques-

tion as to what extent
these agreements are help
the economy.

If we take a look at the
recent estimates of the
World Bank then we really
start questioning the hype
around the issue of free
trade.

In its latest report on the
overall gain to the global

economy from the elimina-
tion of the tariffs and
subsidies, World Bank
states that there is a gain
of $290 billion from a
move to free trade. As
compared to this, in the
year 2003 the estimated
benefits were $500 billion.

According to World Bank
economist Richard New “If
we assume full liberaliza-

tion, which means remove
all tariffs and subsidies,
the world total gains would
be about $290 billion.”
These estimates again make
us doubt the relevance of
free trade.

subscribe today

imprint
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A matter of serious concern: Bangladeshis in India

Assam Rifles raises its concern

Bangladeshi immigrants
are scattered all over In-
dia. As reported earlier in
Imprint, these immigrants
come to India by paying
few thousand rupees to
agents and later on make
fake ration cards and nec-
essary documents and re-
main in India. These im-
migrants if caught by the
police are happily put up
in jails as they don’t have
to pay for their food there.
If sent back to Bangladesh

they again come back
through agents. There is
nothing bad about immi-
gration as long as there is
no evil motive behind it.

Recently in the mid of
October the Assam Rifles
had made a presentation
regarding the change in
the demography due to
influx of Bangladeshis.
Assam Rifles indicated the
role of Pakistani and
Bangladeshi intelligence
agencies in pushing these

immigrants into India.
According to Assam
Rifles-Dhubri, Goalpara,
Hailakandi and Karimganj
districts of Assam are the
ones where ISI and
Bangladesh’s Director Gen-
eral of Field Intelligence
(DGFI) are active in spread-
ing Islamic fundamental-
ism. In these districts, ISI
and DGFI have made their
hold strong by offering
monitory incentives to poor
people of the region.

INFORMS to save life on waves

India is going to develop a new sea communication system, which is expected to revolutionize

marine communication.

There is some good news
for people and agencies
related to maritime. Ac-
cording to a report pub-
lished in a leading Indian
Newspaper, India is going
to develop a new sea-com
system. This futuristic re-
sponse system is expected
to provide a boost to mari-
time constituency.

This report which was
published in the beginning
of October stated that the
Directorate of shipping has
come up with a National
Facilitation on Responsive
Maritime System
(INFORMS).This project

would operate on global
positioning system(GPS) and
other communication modes.
The inability of the crew of
MV Faiz failed to send out
distress signals leading to
death of the Caption PB
Shelly and his family.

Besides communicating
INFORMS could also be
used for much wider appli-
cation. According to MM
Saggi, nautical advisor,
Government of India,” Ba-
sically all stake holders in
the maritime constituency
will be connected through
INFORMS.

INFORMS would have a

multi modal connectivity
for communications, em-
ploying a data centre, Call
Centre, Transactional Por-
tal and a Disaster Recov-
ery site. Or in simple words
it will be a one stop so-
lution for one and all
shipping entities including
Ship owners, importers,
and exporters, manning
agents, freight forwarders,
ship repairers, foreign and
Indian ports and security
agencies.

The usefulness of this
system lies in the fact that
it will facilitate communi-
cation not only by tele-

phone but via SMS from a
cell phone, interactive voice
response system, electronic
pulses through satellite
phones and wireless de-
vices. This system will also
improve the speed of com-
munication and exchange
of data.

This project estimated at
Rs 77 crores is the first of
its kind in the world. How-
ever experts believe that it
will indeed bring a revo-
lution in the maritime
communication. This will
indeed be a pioneering step
for saving the life of people
on the high sea.

Role Reversal: India is now a technology provider

India is passing through
a positive phase of devel-
opment, till now India has
mainly been a receiver of
most technologies. How-
ever, now India is turning
from a technology receiver
to a technology provider,
especially in the field of

Information Technology.
With its expertise in Infor-
mation Technology, India
is now going to play
its role in connecting
Africa.

According to media re-
ports a Pune based insti-
tute, International Institute

of Information Technology
(I2IT) is going to help the
International Telecommu-
nication Union to connect
Interior Africa through
wireless connectivity.

As per reports, initially a
demonstration model shall
be set up in Kenya. Later

on this model will be
extended to other coun-
tries. Scheduled to be
completed in 2006, this
project will use integrated
Wi-Fi and Wi-Max systems
to connect rural Africa with
its existing urban commu-
nication networks.

8 NOVEMBER 2005
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Indigenous Accelerator Driven System: another de-
it is developed

cade before

At present a core group
of scientists in BARC along
with experts from variable
energy cyclotron centre
(VECC) Kolkata and Cen-
tre for Advanced Technol-
ogy (CAT) are working on
various types of technology
so that India’s first indig-
enous experimental Accel-
erator Driven System is
developed on time.

What is this ADS? Ac-
cording to experts, ADS is

a subcritical reactor oper-
ated for fission power by
a source of external neu-
tron. These neutrons are
produced by reaction of a
high energy proton beams
on a heavy metal target.

According to scientists of
BARC, India’s first accelera-
tor driven system shall be
ready in a decade’s time.
ADS is intended for thorium
utilization schemes.

As per reports the three

sections of ADS will be
accelerator, neutron gener-
ating target, and sub criti-
cal reactor. BARC is work-
ing on low energy segment
of accelerator whereas CAT
and VECC will work on
the high energy part.
Earlier information re-
garding these high power
proton accelerators was
restricted under the control
regime of nuclear suppliers
group. At that time scien-

tists had limited access to
the information on systems
like accelerators. Now the
US has recognized India as
a nuclear power and there
is a hope that it will now
help many more similar
projects.

Army upgrades field navigation system

Precision location data feature to be incorporated in Indian army’s Saathi.

In the past few years,
Global Positioning System
(GPS) has emerged as an
extremely helpful tool for
identifying the po-
sition of objects.
According to me-
dia reports GPS is
swiftly transform-
ing military capa-
bilities of countries
all across the
globe.

Many a times,
soldiers have to
trudge the enemy land in
darkness, there a major
challenge is direction-
finding due to unfamiliar
terrain and lack of easily
identifiable landmarks on
ground. At this place

soldiers can use GPS for
path navigation.

As per reports in the
media, the Indian Army’s
Saathi, a ro-
bust tactical
GPS-enabled
personal digi-
tal assistant
PDA with an
integrated
radio and a
customized
GIS applica-
tion, helps
the military movement of
ground forces. Now a new
hi-tech PDA with a minia-
ture GPS antenna to dis-
play military maps and
location of other devices,
prepares Indian soldiers for

the future

For this, Encore Soft-
ware, a Bangalore-based
product development com-
pany with UK-based
Sarantel would introduce
new features such as pre-
cision location data in
Saathi. Experts say, this
will upgrade the potential
of the GPS technology.
Sarantel is a leading inno-
vator in the design and
manufacture of miniature
antennas for portable and
mobile wireless devices.

This new Saathi would
weigh around 875 gm.
The best thing is that it
has optimum GPS recep-
tion across all environ-
ments and locations and is

compact in size. It is
small enough to fit a
soldier’s palm. It’s re-
motely operated self-de-
struction and activation
feature prevents its mis-
use in case it falls into
unauthorized persons’
hands. It can also operate
in the temperature range
of -10 deg C to 50 Deg
C, and is water and dust
resistant.

As reported in the In-
dian media, around 90
devices were supplied in
March 2004 to the Indian
Army for field trials. Later
on another 390 units were
ordered. This will indeed
help our soldiers in facing
challenging conditions.

Augmenting strength: Indian Air

Air Marshal AK Singh
of the Western Air Com-
mand (WAC) states that
in order to combat terror-
ism, the Indian Air Force
will buy 80 attack heli-
copters. These helicopters
will be used for counter

insurgency operations.
India is already buying
126 fighters for its front-
line bases.

At present, the Indian
Air Force is primiraly
playing a supportive role
in missions and Jammu

Force to procure 80 helicopters

and Kashmir. It is mainly
used for transporting sup-
plies from one place to
another, for surveillance
closed air support to in-
fantry movements. In fu-
ture it will be used in
pre-emptive force.

imprint
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Agni III to be launched
in the begining of 2006

After Agni I and II, sci-
entists of the Indian De-
fence Research
and Develop-
ment Labora-
tory (DRDL)
are now work-
ing to expand
the range of
Agni missile
upto 3000 km.
The first flight
of Agni III is
scheduled in the
beginning of
next year.This
missile is de-
signed and being devel-
oped by DRDL Hyderabad.

Reports say that in its

full capacity the surface to
surface projectile would be
able to go be-
yond Beijing.
It is by reduc-
ing the weight
of the missiles
engine that the
range  has
been in-
creased. One
of the impor-
tant points
about this mis-
sile is, that for
the first time,
a private sec-
tor company will be in-
volved in the manufacture
of engines

India-Israel bonds of

business

India is fast becoming
the operational hub for the
business operations includ-
ing Research and Develop-
ment work of companies
from Israel. Teva Pharma,
one of the Israel’s leading
Pharma Com-
pany has
opened a de-
velopment cen-
tre in Pune.
Amdocs, Magic
Software and
ECI Telecom are a few
other major companies hav-
ing operations in India.
This begins a new era of
cooperation between the
two countries.

HEmRRRERIEE |
Israel’s
nomic confer-
ence, scheduled
dNSeRET R

After Japan, India has
become Israel’s second larg-
est trading partner in Asia.
The extent of closeness and
faith between the two coun-
tries is depicted by the fact
that the only foreign

speaker invited
speak at
eco-

on November

10 is the Indian
Commerce and Industry
Minister Kamal Nath. Dur-
ing his visit, Kamal Nath
will also release a joint
study group report on
boosting trade ties.

Nathula: need to speed up the infrastruc-
ture development

Nathula  is going to be
opened for trade and for
that, India and China are
improving the infrastruc-
ture. In the month of
October a high-power
Chinese delegation from the

Tibet Autonomous Region
visit be the Pass. The aim
of this visit was to monitor
the developments in the
setting up of infrastructure
for resumption of bi-lat-
eral trade.

The 11-member team also
visited the Sherathang

trade mart, about 7 km
from La, which will serve
as the centre for the ex-
change of items between
the traders once the route
is opened. The team also
inspected the “corridor”
separating the
mart with the
Pass which Chi-
nese traders are
expected to cross
once trade re-
sumes.

The delegation
of top officials
of the People’s
Government of
the Tibet Au-
tonomous Re-
gion includes its Deputy
Secretary-General, the
Deputy Director of the
Foreign Affairs Office,
Director, and Office of Bor-
der Trade Affairs Manage-
ment, Deputy Director-Gen-
eral of the Department of
Communication and Deputy

Director General, Lhasa
Customs. Counsellor, Em-
bassy of the People’s Re-
public of China in India,
accompanied the delega-
tion that arrived in
Gangtok on October 24
and left Sikkim on Oct 27.
This was the first visit of
a Chinese team to monitor
the infrastructure develop-
ment.

So what was the out-
come of this visit? Was it
able to impress the Chi-
nese officials? As per re-
ports in the Indian media,
the Chinese team was to-
tally unimpressed by the
developments on the In-
dian side. There were many
reasons for this. Indian
media reports that the ar-
rangements on the Indian
side, be it the trade mart
or a telephone exchange,
presented a contrasting pic-
ture in comparison to the
Chinese side.

Ambassador Speaks

Vyacheslav |.Trubnikov
[ The Russian Ambassa-

dor to India

“Russia is fully pre-
pared to play a substan-
tial role in ensuring
India’s energy security.
Moreover, we believe
that a pro-active ap-
proach of Russian com-
panies in literally fuel-
ling India’s further eco-
nomic development will
/turn out to be highly
beneficial in the long
run.”
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Rising temperatures bring India and US together

The two countries will work to develop species which can thrive in the changed environment

We are witnessing
nature’s fury in most parts
of the world. Hotter sum-
mer, chilled winter and
wet rainy season. We hu-
mans are trying to get
accustomed to this change.
However the flora on earth
is extremely sensitive, a
slight change in tempera-
ture is capable of disturb-
ing their biological cycle
of maturation and propa-
gation. This might lead to
total extinction of a par-
ticular species of vegeta-
tion. This in turn would
threaten the survival of
humans, as these plants
are the primary segment of
their food cycle.

Aware of the approach-
ing danger, steps are being
taken so that we can win
in the race for survival.
Latest in this regard is the

Indo-US cooperation
to develop species
which can thrive in
the changed environ-
ment.

As a part of the
Indo-US Knowledge
Initiative on Agricul-
tural Research and
Education, India has
sent its first draft pro-
posal to US. This pro-
posal also includes cli-
mate change.

As per Indian scien-
tists, the experts will
try to identify genes which
make a species survive in
a hotter climate and such
genes can be incorporated
in food crop species so

that it can survive in det-
rimental conditions. In
simple words, it is similar
to taking genes from cac-
tus plant and introducting
them in a wheat plant to
increase the latter’s toler-
ance to heat.

As part of this initiative,
Director General of Indian
Council for Agriculture

‘Research, Dr Mangala Rai,

with his team recently held
four interactive sessions
with his American counter-
part on the areas of re-
search which is mutually
beneficial. This is indeed a
useful initiative as it will
help us move ahead in the
race for survival.

Traditional knowledge piracy: India no more naive

India has a vast tradi-
tional knowledge. A large
section of this knowledge
is unaccounted. Many de-
veloped countries are us-
ing this knowledge, which
means a loss of $5 billion
of royalty to developing
countries.

We have been naive
enough in the past to al-

low this loss,
now India is
not going to
allow this in
future. The
Indian gov-
ernment has
made its
stand clear by
declaring that

ing to adopt a
policy of selec-
tive fast track-
ing as far as
harmonisation
of patent sys-
tem 1is con-
cerned.

India’s com-
mitment on this

it is not go-

harmonisation,

being carried out by the
World Intellectual Property
Organisation would be det-
rimental on its efforts to
curb piracy. This was stated
by Ajay Dua, Secretary De-
partment of Industrial
Policy and Promotion, at a
symposium on “The New
Patent regime-Advantage In-
dia.”

Is Canada against Indo-US nuclear deal?

India has great expecta-
tions from its nuclear deal
with US. However not ev-
eryone across the globe is
pleased with this. At least
we can say that about
Canada. In the beginning
of October there were re-
ports that Canadian ex-
perts are urging nixing of
Indo-US nuclear deal.

As per reports, a former
head of UN disarmament

committee, Douglas Roche
had suggested that Presi-
dent Bush should end the
civilian nuclear co-opera-
tion agreement with India.
Roche said “What you are
doing is conferring a sta-
tus on them which they do
not deserve.”

This diplomat, at a Capi-
tol Hill meeting had sug-
gested that rather than ini-
tiating a change in its

laws, the US should
kill the initiative of
the nuclear deal.
This is a natural
reaction from a
person who is the
member of a group
which urges elimi-
nation of nuclear
weapons. Roche fur-
ther said, Canada is

US to support the nuclear

d

reeling under pressure of

technology agreement with
New Delhi.
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Google’s googly to India’s security

The month of October
saw one development
which was no less than a
Tsunami for people respon-
sible for India’s security. As
reported in the media,
Google started providing
free satellite images of
geographical locations.

This was viewed as a
considerable threat for

security of our country as
the images on Google Earth
were of sufficient resolu-
tion to give a clear image
to that particular location.

This has put the Indian
government on alert as it
showed pictures of certain
high security locations such
as photographs of India’s
Missile carrier ships and

also the clear lo-
cation of VIP resi-
dences.

In the wake of
threat from ex-
tremist forces,
Google Earth
emerged as an-
other headache for
India’s internal se-
curity.

US Under Secretary of State Nicholas Burn’s visit to India

US Under Secretary of
State Nicholas Burn visited
India in the end of Octo-
ber.

US Under Secretary of
State Nicholas Burns will
arrive in New Delhi on
October 20 to further con-
solidate the new momen-
tum in bilateral relations
while reviewing with his
Indian interlocutors,
progress in civilian nuclear
energy cooperation. Dur-
ing his visit, bilateral of-
ficial consultations (Asian
Security Dialogue) will be
held on October 21 and
22. Foreign Secretary

Shyam Saran will lead the
Indian side.

“There will also be a
meeting of the working
group which has been
constituted to follow up on
the July 18 India-us agree-
ment,” External Affairs
Ministry spokesman Navtej
Sarna said on Tuesday.
Saran heads the working
group from Indian side.
Burns will also call on
External Affairs Minister K
Natwar Singh and National
Security Adviser M K
Narayanan during his stay
in New Delhi.

In Washington, Secretary

of State Condoleezza Rice
said Burns would “...fur-
ther our historic partner-
ship to promote democratic
values, combat terrorism,
support economic growth,
expand bilateral activities
and commerce and achieve
peace and stability in the
region and beyond.” Ahead
of his visit, Washington
said the Indo-US Nuclear
Agreement is an important
one based on commitments
by both sides. “We did sign
an important agreement
and we thought it was
based on a realistic assess-
ment of things and a com-

mitment by India to abide
by certain agreements, as
well,” White House Press
Secretary Scott McClellan
said.

The landmark agreement
on civil nuclear coopera-
tion was reached in July
between Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh and Presi-
dent Bush in Washington.
It offered New Delhi com-
prehensive access to civil-
ian nuclear technology in
exchange for, among other
things, voluntarily bring-
ing its power reactors and
other civilian nuclear fa-
cilities under safeguards.

Hello! : It is

Indian companies are
knocking the doors all
across the world for mak-
ing new alliances and
expanding business. Lat-
est in this list is the name
of India’s flagship telecom
company MTNL.

As per the reports in
Indian media, MTNL is
planning to buy a minor-
ity stake in a Chinese
company. This Chinese
telecom service provider
has stakes in four prov-
inces including Shanghai.

It is a win-win situation
for both sides as accord-

a call from India. MTNL inves in China

ing to media, Chinese com-
panies covers a popula-
tion of 20 crore and needs
an associate which can
offer its services on
SCDMA network. Even
MTNL is also interested in
going beyond Delhi and
Mumbai. Besides this,
MTNL is also evaluating
proposals from Nigeria,
Sri Lanka and Kenya.
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US Foreign policy shift: Now it is focus India

India, which at one point
of time was considered not
so close to the US is now
collaborating with the same
country on various do-
mains. Recently, ahead of
a visit to India in the mid
of October, Undersecretary
of State for Political Affairs
Nicholas Burn mentioned
something extremely sig-
nificant. Burn said, “Ameri-
can foreign policy, with its
earlier focus on East Asia,
has changed dramatically,
during the last four years.”

A senior Bush adminis-
tration official said, US
foreign policy has changed
dramatically in the last
four years, with its special
focus on India that is “re-
ceiving the most substan-
tial new attention” of
American diplomats and
strategists.

He said in the century
ahead “there will be no
region of the world more
vital to America’s long-
term military, economic
and political interests than
Asia. And the part of Asia
that is now receiving the
most substantial new at-
tention of American diplo-
mats, generals, strategists

and business people is
South Asia and, in particu-
lar, India, this major shift
in American attention to
South Asia is nowhere more
evident than in our
newfound strategic engage-
ment with India,” said
Burn. He added, in the
past Washington was pre-
occupied with India’s
nuclear weapons program
as a barrier to end pro-
liferation and officials of
both countries talked past
each other rather than to
discuss problems with
each other. According to
him it was President
Clinton’s +visit in March
2000 which brought a
fundamental change in the
nature of America’s diplo-
matic engagement with
India.

“In many respects, this is
one of the most significant
foreign policy shifts in US
global policy in recent
years,” he said, reiterating
that “President George W.
Bush and Secretary of State
Condoleezza Rice are of
the view that US engage-
ment with South Asia as a
whole is a strategic im-
perative.”

Burn also said that India
is a “natural partner” to
Washington in global

threats like terrorism, pro-
liferation of chemical, bio-
logical and nuclear tech-

nologies, international
crime and narcotics, HIV/
AIDS and climate change,
he said,” The world would
benefit from the military
and other assets India could
bring to bear by partici-
pating in the Proliferation
Security Initiative, an in-
novative and crucial inter-
national arrangement by
which we are making the
world safer from Weapons

of Mass Destruction
(WMD) threats,” Burns
contended.

One significant statement
of Burn was that US seeks
to engage with India on a

global basis,” he added.
And the relationship goes
way beyond the govern-
ment to government. Burns
added that there were some
two million Indian Ameri-
cans in the US, he said
pointing also to the India
Caucus in Congress, the
largest of its kind, as well
as the nearly 80,000 In-
dian students this year
alone.

Fighting insurgency together: India-Myanmar

October saw the 11%
round of Home-Secretary
level talks between India
and Myanmar. The signifi-
cant outcome of these talks
was an agreement between
the two countries regard-
ing the joint cooperation
and operations against in-
surgents, drug traffickers
and smugglers.

Myanmar’s Deputy Min-
ister of Home, Brigadier
Genrel Phone Swe was re-
quested by India to look at
the possible release of five

Indian citizens who were
arrested by Myanmar Army

in June this year. In return
the Indian side agreed to

deal sympathetically with
incidents of Myanmarese
fishermen straying into In-
dian side. In this meeting
the status of development
of infrastructure projects
was also reviewed by both
sides

Myanmar’s Home Minis-
ter, Maj Gen Maung Oo
assured Indian authorities
in a meeting that if arm
strugglers are caught on
their soil, they will be
severely punished.
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India and Netherlands to cooperate in the field of
Biotechnology

As per the reports in the
Indian media, India and
Netherlands are going to
cooperate in the field of
biotechnology. This project
will be in the lines of one

such ongoing project in
Andhra Pradesh.

Work on tailor made bio-
technology products, pro-
cesses, techniques and
policy matters based on

local needs are going to be
some of the main activities
of the project. This project
will be carries under the
MoU signed between the
two countries in October.

Oman presents an Eid gift to India

Oman has waved the fine on Indian citizens overstaying in the country

There are around 10,000
Indians in the Sultanate of
Oman whose visa has ex-
pired and they are still in
Oman. But for the efforts
of Indian Embassy in usual
conditions, these persons
would have paid a fine for
overstaying even after the
expiry of their visa. Now
they will not have to pay

fine, as a special gesture,
Oman has cleared
the exit plans for
Indians even without
paying any penalty.
As per reports pub-
lished in the Indian
media, around
10,000 Indians will
be able to take ben-
efit of this.

Indian government is ex-

tremely pleased with this
gesture of the Sultanate of
Oman which has been
shown during the holy
month of Ramazan. Indian
Ambassador to Oman,
Ashok Kumar Attri has ex-
pressed his gratitude to the
government of Oman for
this kind gesture towards
India.

A Preferential Trade Agreement with Mauritius

In the month of October,
India and Mauritius signed
a preferential trade agree-
ment (PTA).The framework
for this PTA was signed
between Indian Prime Min-
ister Manmohan Singh and
his Mauritius counterpart

Navinchandra Ramgoolam.
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